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Dear Mr. President of the parliamentary assembly, the se7ng is like this I suspect and I’m 
turning my back to you, but it is with respect and friendship. Madam secretary-general, 
dis@nguished assembly members, ladies and gentleman, dear friends. It is a major honor for me to 
be here to address the parliamentary assembly of the council of Europe for the second @me, I was 
here in 2018 in a different capacity as a foreign minister so this is my second opportunity and 
privilege to address you. 

This @me I think I have to underline how grateful we all are in the region for the ini@a@ve 
of the parliamentary assembly to have a debate on the European future, on the European 
perspec@ve of the western Balkans, this debate comes at a great @me I think because it colisides 
with the end of the visit of the European commission’s president Ursula von der Leyen to the 
region her massage in all capitals was: Do not lose faith, your future is European. It also colisides 
with an ar@cle from Reuters that made headlines through out the Balkans that member states do 
no longer have a consensus to repeat the promise that was made 18 years ago at the European 
council of Thessaloniki in 2003, a promise that is s@ll unfulfilled. Few days aRer today next week 
there is a summit between the EU and the region and will see what the declara@on, what the 
messages of the EU will be towards the region. I know that this organiza@on as a credo of 
democracy of human rights of rule of law is very much part of the same vision and if we reform 
and do what we need to do at home to be in line with the Copenhagen criteria we rely on and are 
very grateful for the corpora@on with many of the mechanisms of this organisa@on including 
GREKO, the commiYee for interven@on of torture of the Venice commission, the Horizontal facility 
etc. 

I’m going to try to make the case for my country, for North Macedonia, but also for the 
region and I’m going to appeal for responsibility and leadership in the capitals of the region and 
the capital of the European Union, that it is really high @me to move forward. I’ve never done this I 
was silent for 16 seconds, not because I lost the train of thot, this is to illustrate the 16 years that 
my country had been a candidate country since 2005, and we are s@ll not able to start the journey. 
So North Macedonia is probably the most dras@c example from the wrong side of things of the 
accep@ng policy of the European Union. We started the journey aRer Slovenia and before Croa@a, 
Croa@a marks 8 years of membership, In the European Union, and we s@ll haven’t started the 
journey. The reason for this lost genera@ons was not lack of reforms it was not because we were 
part of the Yugoslav force because we were not, it was a problem that we had with a neighbor, a 
problem that we resolved in 2018 with the Prespa Agreement. 

This was highly praised by the whole democra@c world as a triumph of democracy of 
diplomacy of reconcilia@on because arguably one of the biggest bi split resolu@on effort and 
success aRer the Deyton agreement in our region. Prespa agreement was preceded by the 
important agreement for friendship and coopera@on with another neighbor, with Bulgaria. It is not 
only the lost genera@ons and the passage of @me that makes us a strong candidate. It is also what 
we did at home, in terms of con@nuously improving our democracy and our society direct by the 
rule of law. In all of the reports of the European Commission, but also many other important 



organiza@ons, we are in a small group of countries regreYably today that makes a democra@c 
progress also I think the most recent was the global peace index, we are the fiRh country in the 
world with biggest progress in terms of predictability, and stability and peacefulness. So, it’s really 
@me to move forward. The obstacle that we have in front of us, and this misunderstanding that we 
have with our neighbors in Sofia, with Bulgaria is not territory, we do not have territorial dispute, it 
is not something that has to do with reforms at home, it has to do with issues of history of iden@ty 
and of language. And I think it's really high @me for both countries to assume responsibility and 
leadership and find a way out of this because this really takes a deep toll on the friendship 
between the two na@ons and it disrupts important European policies in our region. The natural 
fate of play should be that our neighbors will be our biggest champions, because they have the 
most to gain from the European success of North Macedonia. 

In 21 century, Europe, the issue of languages, this Sunday I think we marked the 
European languages day, that was basically made by this organiza@on, by the Council of Europe, a 
day where we celebrate our diversity on the European con@nent. The issue of my mother tongue, 
the Macedonian language should not be in contradic@on with the efforts of the na@on to move 
forward on its European path, not if Europe is a con@nent where we cherish linguis@c and cultural 
diversity, as it is wriYen in the Lisbon treaty and as we cherish and celebrate in this organiza@on, in 
the Council of Europe, and this is why I argue that this struggle is not only a struggle for my own 
na@onal iden@ty of my people, but It is also, a very important struggle for the European iden@ty for 
the whole of the European Union. Who am I, and what language do I speak is not a maYer where 
others should have a say, other countries or other organiza@ons. The right of self-determina@on, of 
self-iden@fica@on is something very in@mate and it is mine. In a democracy, I do not allow my own 
country to tell me who I am, let alone third countries. What we did with Bulgaria in the friendship 
treaty was, we said we are going to enable and create a posi@ve climate for historians to discuss 
historical issues, and we as poli@cians and government will work on what we can change, and what 
we can change is today and tomorrow. 

This plan, the approach of the friendship treaty, has been derailed and in contradic@on 
with Ar@cle 2 of the friendship treaty where it says that Bulgaria will assist our efforts on our way 
to the European Union, instead, it stopped our journey, by blocking our path for two @mes now. In 
the long run, I think this significantly undermines the rela@onship and I think we are in a status quo 
where we have losers throughout the region. In Skopje, in Sofia it resonates throughout the region, 
because other countries are also losing trust, that this is actually possible, seeing that what North 
Macedonia has done which is admirable for the last several years it’s s@ll not enough for Europe to 
say, you delivered, we will deliver. So I think this is where we are and this Is a moment where we 
have to assume responsibility. I grew up as a diplomat resolving problems, and what I’ve learned is 
that you have to understand, and you have to be able to think in the shoes of the other if you want 
to resolve the problem. You have to clearly know the concerns of the other party and find a 
combina@on of issues where the concerns of your na@on are met, but also the concerns the other 
party are as well met, and if we introduced the context of European values, and principles, then we 
have a sustainable solu@on. Resolving a dispute between two na@ons always cost poli@cal credit. 
You cannot have a success if you don’t spend poli@cal credit. 

We did it once to some extend twice, and in many ways, we did it because of the next 
genera@on and not the next elec@on, some@mes people realize that and reward leadership, 



some@mes they don’t, but in the long run I think it’s important that what we do today will put us 
talking about history so much on the right side of history when others will observe what we have 
done. We live in a world where paYerns, organiza@ons, alliances, geopoli@cs cannot be taken for 
granted. All of the organiza@ons, all of the paYerns of the interna@onal rela@ons are now more 
shaky and less predictable, and this Is a @me when we have to assume responsibility. The region of 
the Western Balkans whether we like it or not is composed of six countries surrounded by member 
states of the European Union. Geographically we are like a room in the European house, but not on 
the borders of the house, somewhere within and we are not plugged-in, we are not plugged-in in 
the water plant, In the water system, in the electricity, in the air-condi@oning. To have this room, as 
no part is not good for the room, is not good for the whole house. We are a region that trades with 
the common market for over 3 quarters. We are a region where all investments come from 
European companies for all the 3 quarters as well. We are a region that is cri@cally important for 
the EU's own stability, be it organized crime or figh@ng terrorism, or the migra@on crisis of 2015 
and 2016. If Europe loses the trust of the people in the Balkans that their future is with them, 
Europe risks losing this region, and aRer so many years of no progress, our last biggest progress 
was Croa@a in 2013. 

It is really @me to think hard and if this world is now a world where more geopoli@cal 
players compete for power. And if the European Union is serious about its role and its place, it 
should think twice whether it is more costly to lose the Balkans or to invent and made the Balkans 
properly European so that their democracy is there, independent judge is there, their media are 
free, and that there is economic prosperity. All this is possible but we will need poli@cal leadership. 
It’s really difficult for me, my porfolio is. I don’t want to talk too much because I like to have a 
lively debate, so I’m going to concluding soon. For me as someone who is in charge of European 
affairs for my country, I really struggle when I talk to the people, to the ci@zens, explaining this 
constant cycle of hope and disappointment, and we’ve been going through this constant cycle of 
hope and disappointment in par@cular since June 2018, at that @me Bulgaria was actually a huge 
advocate for start of the accession talks of my country the issues were different. It took a new 
methodology to bring other countries in the consensus and now we have regreYably this problem 
with our neighbor. It's really @me to show to the region that the European Union is serious about 
its promise from Thessaloniki. And this unfulfilled promise takes a toll, it makes pro-European 
forces weaker and it makes other forces, probably more na@onalis@c stronger. If we lose the 
European vision of the region other more sinister will come in to play. And I think we witnessed 
what can happen by… there is a compe@@on of greater ethnic states from the nine@es. I think this 
was an admission of defeat for our con@nent. I appeal to European leaders to reiterate and send a 
strong poli@cal signal from the summit in Slovenia that the future of this region is European. Thank 
you so much for this opportunity, and thank you so much for the debate that will follow aRer my 
address. 


