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EU Youth Strategy: 
basics

Art. 165 TFEU

Commission Communication: Engaging, 
Connecting and Empowering young 
people: a new EU Youth Strategy. 
COM(2018)269 final, 22 May 2018

Resolution of the Council of the European 
Union and the Representatives of the 
Governments of the Member States 
meeting within the Council on a 
framework for European cooperation in 
the youth field: The European Union 
Youth Strategy 2019-2027. OJ C 456, 
18.12.2018, p. 1–22
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Article 165 TFEU

2. Union action shall be aimed at:

(…)

encouraging the development of youth 
exchanges and of exchanges of socio-
educational instructors, and 
encouraging the participation of young 
people in democratic life in Europe,
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Article 165 TFEU

2. Union action shall be aimed at:

(…)

- developing the European dimension in 
sport, by promoting fairness and 
openness in sporting competitions and 
cooperation between bodies 
responsible for sports, and by 
protecting the physical and moral 
integrity of sportsmen and 
sportswomen, especially the youngest 
sportsmen and sportswomen.
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Article 165 TFEU

3. The Union and the Member States shall 
foster cooperation with third countries 
and the competent international 
organisations in the field of education 
and sport, in particular the Council of 
Europe.
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Article 165 TFEU

4. In order to contribute to the 
achievement of the objectives referred 
to in this Article:

- the European Parliament and the 
Council, acting in accordance with the 
ordinary legislative procedure, after 
consulting the Economic and Social 
Committee and the Committee of the 
Regions, shall adopt incentive 
measures, excluding any 
harmonisation of the laws and 
regulations of the Member States,
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Article 165 TFEU

4. In order to contribute to the 
achievement of the objectives referred 
to in this Article:

(…)

- the Council, on a proposal from the 
Commission, shall adopt 
recommendations.
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Cooperation History

 2001: White Paper ‘A new impetus for European youth’ 

with the creation of a Youth Open Method of 

Coordination, focused on active citizenship of young 

people

 2005: European Youth Pact – An instrument for 

promoting growth and jobs, focused on social and 

professional integration of young people

Youth 
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EU YOUTH STRATEGY: 
Investing & Empowering
2010-2018

Create more and equal opportunities for all young people in 

education and on the labour market

Promote active citizenship, social inclusion and solidarity of 

all young people
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Europe 2020 & Youth on the Move

 One of EU 2020’s seven flagship initiatives 

 To enhance the performance of education systems & to 

facilitate the entry of young people to the labour market

 Non formal learning & mobility are key tools

Youth 
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8 FIELDS OF ACTION:

 Employment & Entrepreneurship

 Education & Training

 Voluntary activities

 Health & Well-being

 Participation

 Social inclusion

 Creativity & Culture

 Youth & the World
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Implementation tools

 Mutual learning

 Evidence-based Policy Making

 Reporting

 Structured Dialogue

 Cross-sectoral cooperation

 Promotion of Youth Work

 Erasmus + Programme
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Youth policy reporting at EU level

1. Long-term 
objectives 
identified

- Commission 
proposal

- Council 
decision

EU YOUTH 
STRATEGY

(2010-2018)

2. Member 
States & 

Commission 
responsible 

for 
implementing 

agreed 
objectives 

and priorities

3. National 
youth reports 
submitted by 

MS to 
Commission 

every three 
years

4. 
Commission 

produces 
draft joint 

report 

- Assesses 
progress 

made

- Proposes 
new 

priorities

- Releases 
two staff 
working 

documents

DRAFT EU 
YOUTH 
REPORT

5. Youth 
Council 

adopts joint 
report 

Policy 
priorities for 
next three 

years 
established

EU YOUTH 
REPORT 

ADOPTED

Youth 
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EU YOUTH REPORTS 
2009, 2012, 2015, 2018…

EU YOUTH REPORT

Staff working 
document 

On implementing the 
EU Youth Strategy at 

national and EU levels

Joint Council –
Commission report

on the implementation of 
the EU Youth Strategy & 

proposing priorities
for upcoming years

Staff working 
document 

Status on the situation 
of young people in the 
EU (statistics, analysis)

3Youth 
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Recent Council documents

IE: Council conclusions on the contribution of quality youth work to the 
development, well-being and social inclusion of young people, May 
2013 & Council conclusions on maximising the potential of youth 
policy in addressing the goals of the Europe 2020 Strategy, May 
2013

LT: Council conclusions on enhancing the social inclusion of young 
people neither in employment nor in education and training, 
November 2013

EL: Council Conclusions to promote youth entrepreneurship to foster 
social inclusion of all young people & Council Resolution on the 
overview of the structured dialogue process including social inclusion 
of young people

Youth 
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EU main sources of youth knowledge

Peer 
learning

EU Youth 
Report

EU-CoE 
Youth 

Partnership

Studies, 
surveys

EU Youth
indicators

Youth Wiki

Youth 
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Council Resolution of 
18 December 2018
(p. 4, sec. b, “Connect”)

The EU Youth Strategy should also foster the 
connectedness of young people in the EU 
and candidate countries, Eastern-Partnership 
and Western Balkan partners, as well as 
with other third countries with whom the EU 
has association or cooperation agreements, 
as appropriate, with the help of the EU 
through relevant EU funding programmes.
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Council Resolution of 
18 December 2018
(p. 2, sec. 2, “A European Union Youth Strategy 

2019-2027 is needed”)

Relevant stakeholders are, amongst others, the 
EU Member States, the relevant European 
Union institutions and other international 
organisations, such as the Council of Europe, 
local and regional authorities, youth 
councils, youth organisations, organisations
working with young people, youth workers, 
youth researchers and civil society actors as 
well as structures of the programmes
Erasmus+ and the European Solidarity Corps 
and their successor programmes.
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Tackling core areas of the youth sector, 
Reinforcing cross sector cooperation 

Youth 
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Youth Goals: a vision from youth for Europe

Youth 

1. Connecting EU with 
Youth

2. Equality of all genders

3. Inclusive societies

4. Information and 
constructive dialogue

5. Mental health and 
wellbeing

6. Moving rural youth 
forward

7. Quality employment for all

8. Quality learning

9. Space and participation for 
all

10. Sustainable green Europe

11. Youth organisations and 
European programmes
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Continuity with previous cooperation

• Youth wiki

• EU Youth Report & Dashboard of 
youth indicators

• Partnership Council of Europe-EU

• European Youth Portal

• Dialogue with Youth

Youth 

https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/en/youthwiki
https://europa.eu/youth/EU_es
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Main novelties at EU level

• EU Youth Coordinator

• EU Youth Strategy platform

• Future National Activities Planner

Youth 
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Main implementation plans for 2019

• RO, FI, HR Trio Presidency topic: ‘Creating 

opportunities for youth’

• European Youth Week

• Youth Work Agenda (Finnish presidency’s 

priority on youth work)

• Expert groups on indicators and on cross-

border solidarity 

Youth 
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Stronger links with programmes

The strategy will

- - track EU funding invested in young people,

- - promote a more systematic use of lessons learnt from

the programme implementation in the policy making.

- - promote effective use of EU programmes & funds,

- - support their implementation via policy cooperation and

community building,

Youth 
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Food for thought

Youth Goals 
(www.youthgoals.eu/) 

EU Youth Dialogue (ex-
Structured Dialogue)

Youth policy indicators

http://www.youthgoals.eu/
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Thank you!

Commission Youth website:

http://ec.europa.eu/youth/i
ndex_en.htm

European Youth Portal:

http://europa.eu/youth/spla
sh_en

http://ec.europa.eu/youth/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/youth/splash_en

