
Explanatory Meeting on the Acquis

Agenda for Chapter 26: Education and Culture 

Brussels, March 2019

The Europe for Citizens
programme

2014-2020

These slides accompany the explanation of the acquis to Albania and North Macedonia and can only 

be used for that purpose. Their content is subject to further development of the acquis and 

interpretation by the Court of Justice of the European Union



Participation of Albania and North 
Macedonia in the Europe for Citizens 

programme 

• 2014-2015: North Macedonia and Albania sign
international agreements with the European 
Commission to participate in the Europe for Citizens
programme 
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ULTIMATE GOAL
Bring citizens closer to the 

Union

GENERAL OBJECTIVES 
Contribute to the better

understanding of the EU, its
history and diversity

+ foster EU citizenship

MULTI-ANNUAL PRIORITIES

Objectives Europe for Citizens 2014-2020



Europe for Citizens programme:

Specific objectives:
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Raise awareness of remembrance, history and values and the
Union's aim, that is to promote peace, its values and the well-being
of its peoples by stimulating debate, reflection and development of
networks

Encourage democratic and civic participation of citizens at Union
level, by developing citizens' understanding of the Union policy-
making process and promoting opportunities for societal and
intercultural engagement and volunteering at Union level



Participating countries:

• 28 EU Member States + 6 countries from Western Balkans:

Albania, Bosnia-Hercegovina, Kosovo*, North Macedonia,  
Montenegro and Serbia, 

• Eligible: Acceding countries, candidate countries and potential
candidates + EFTA



Structure of the Europe for Citizens programme 
2014-2020

 Strand 1.- European remembrance

 Strand 2.- Democratic engagement and civic 
participation:

- Town Twinning 

- Networks of Towns

- Civil Society Projects

 Valorisation:
- Communication and dissemination of results



STRAND 1: EUROPEAN REMEMBRANCE

 Projects reflecting on causes of totalitarian regimes in Europe's

modern history and to commemorate the victims of their crimes.

 Projects concerning other defining moments and reference points

in recent European history.



STRAND 1: EUROPEAN REMEMBRANCE

Applicant and partners

 Public local/regional authorities or non-profit organisations with

legal personality established in an eligible country.

Maximum grant

 100.000 EUR.

Maximum project duration

 18 months.



Remembrance Project: « European Remembrance and 
solidarity – our right to remember! » (by Regionalna 
Romska Obrazovna Madinska Asocijacija, North Macedonia, 
2018)

• The aim of this project developed with the participation of 
organisations from 14 countries (including AL) is to raise strong 
awareness on Porrajmos and to preserve the memory of the Roma 
and Sinti victims of Nazism. 



STRAND 2: DEMOCRATIC ENGAGEMENT AND 
CIVIC PARTICIPATION

 Town twinning

 Networks of Towns

 Civil Society Projects



STRAND 2: DEMOCRATIC ENGAGEMENT AND 
CIVIC PARTICIPATION

Town twinning

 Projects bringing together a wide range of citizens from twinned

towns around the preliminary predefined themes of European

interest (annual priorities) with a clear link to the European

political agenda.



STRAND 2: DEMOCRATIC ENGAGEMENT AND CIVIC 
PARTICIPATION

Town twinning 

Applicant and partners

 Towns/municipality or their twinning committees or non-profit
organisation representing local authorities

 Partners: Municipalities/organisations from at least 2 eligible
programme countries of which at least one EU Member State.

 Minimum of 25 participants

Maximum grant

 25.000 EUR.

Maximum project duration

 21 days (meeting), 9 months (eligibility period).



Bilateral Town-Twinning Project: « Solidary Youth in times of 
crisis » (by Association  for Education Mladinfo 
International, North Macedonia+ Croatia 2017)

• Two municipalities (Gazi Baba, North Macedonia and Nova 
Gradishka, HR) cooperated to offer opportunities for 
volunteering and societal engagement in the area of climate 
change and global warming. 



STRAND 2: DEMOCRATIC ENGAGEMENT AND CIVIC 
PARTICIPATION

Networks of Towns

 Multilateral projects promoted by transnational twinning

partnerships and networks around issues of common interest for

developing thematic and long-lasting cooperation.



STRAND 2: DEMOCRATIC ENGAGEMENT AND CIVIC 
PARTICIPATION

Networks of Towns

Applicants:

 Towns/municipalities or their twinning committees and NGOs
representing local authorities

 Partners: same as applicants + NGOs

 A project must involve at least 4 countries of which at least one
has to be an EU Member State.

Maximum grant

 150.000 EUR.

Maximum project duration

 24 months

 At least 4 events



Network of towns "Se souvenir de l'avenir" (by 
Loches municipality, France, 2017/18)

 Dynamic and sustainable network of towns set up between municipalities coming 
from more than 20 countries and involving thousands of citizens to make them feel 
that they have a common European identity uniting them. Large scale citizens' 
meetings are organised including historical ceremonies but also workshops for young 
citizens giving participants the opportunity to experiencie European identity at the 
local level.



STRAND 2: DEMOCRATIC ENGAGEMENT AND CIVIC 
PARTICIPATION

Civil Society Projects

• Projects promoted by transnational partnerships and networks directly
involving citizens.

• Those projects gather citizens from different horizons, who will act
together or debate on the annual priority themes of the programme at 
local and European level.



STRAND 2: DEMOCRATIC ENGAGEMENT AND CIVIC 
PARTICIPATION

Civil Society Projects

Applicants

 Non-profit organisations established in an eligible country;

 Partners: NGOs or public regional or local organisations; 

 A project must involve organisations from at least 3 eligible
programme countries of which at least one has to be an EU 
Member State.

Maximum grant

 150.000 EUR.

Maximum project duration

 18 months



Application deadlines:

 Strand 1.- European remembrance

1 February 2019 

 Strand 2.- Democratic engagement and civic participation

 Town-Twinning 1 February and 1 September 2019 

 Networks of Towns 1 February and 1 September 2019 

 Civil Society Projects 1 September 2019 



Award Criteria

• Consistency with the objectives of the 
Programme

• Quality of the activity plan

• Dissemination

• Impact and Citizens' involvement



Funded projects 2014-2020
http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/europe-for-citizens/projects

22



Contacts

• Strand 1. - European remembrance:

• EACEA-C1-REMEMBRANCE@ec.europa.eu

• Strand 2. - Democratic engagement and civic 
participation:

• EACEA-C1-TT-NT@ec.europa.eu (Town twinning & 
Networks of Towns)

• EACEA-C1-CIVILSOCIETY@ec.europa.eu (Civil 
society projects)

mailto:EACEA-C1-REMEMBRANCE@ec.europa.eu
mailto:EACEA-C1-TT-NT@ec.europa.eu
mailto:EACEA-C1-CIVILSOCIETY@ec.europa.eu


Europe for Citzens Contact Points in 29 
countries

http://ec.europa.eu/citizenship/about-the-
europe-for-citizens-programme/the-europe-for-
citizens-programme-in-the-member-states
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