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and can only be used for that purpose. Their content is subject to further development 
of the acquis and interpretation by the Court of Justice of the European Union



Legal basis: Article 167 TFEU

The Union shall contribute to the flowering of the cultures of the Member 
States, while respecting their national and regional diversity and at the 
same time bringing the common cultural heritage to the fore.

Encouraging cooperation between Member States and, if necessary, 
supporting and supplementing their action…

• improvement of the knowledge and dissemination of the culture and history of the 
European peoples,

• conservation and safeguarding of cultural heritage of European significance,

• non-commercial cultural exchanges,

• artistic and literary creation, including in the audiovisual sector.

EU and MS to foster cooperation with third countries and the competent  
international organisations in the sphere of culture,

Union shall take cultural aspects into account in its action under other 
provisions of the Treaties, in particular in order to respect and to promote 
the diversity of its cultures,

EP and Council shall adopt incentive measures, excluding any 
harmonisation of the laws and regulations of the Member States
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EU is party to the Convention 

-> legal obligation to implement the Convention when exercising 
competences in policy areas falling within its scope 

 EU recognises the Convention as the pillar of global governance in 
cultural matters

 EU actively promotes the implementation and ratification of the 
Convention in policy dialogue with third countries 

2005 UNESCO Convention on the 
Protection and Promotion of the 
Diversity of Cultural Expressions
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Culture is gaining momentum

• Nov 2017 Gotheburg: First discussion of Leaders on
Culture

• Commission’s contribution: Communication
'Strengthening European identity through 
education and culture'
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Dec 2017: European Council tasking the EU to

• do more through culture and education

• build cohesive societies

• offer a vision of an attractive society and EU

May 2018: Commission Communication „New 
European Agenda for Culture"

New European Agenda for Culture
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The political ambition

Objectives:

• Harness the power of culture
and cultural diversity for
social cohesion and well-
being

• Support jobs and growths
and creative sectors

• Strengthen international
cultural relations
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Council Work Plan 2019-2021

Priorities:

• Sustainability in cultural heritage

• Cohesion and well-being

• An ecosystem supporting artists, cultural and creative
professionals and European content

• Gender equality

• International cultural relations 

https://ec.europa.eu/culture/news/2018/new-work-plan-culture-start-
2019_en

https://ec.europa.eu/culture/news/2018/new-work-plan-culture-start-2019_en
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Growing recognition of culture in external
dimension

2016 Joint Communication "Towards an EU strategy for
international cultural relations"

• EU established a framework for cultural cooperation with partner 
countries

2016 Global Strategy for the European Unions Foreign and 
Security Policy

• Identified cultural diplomacy as a new field for EU joined-up external
actions

2017 New European Consensus on Development

• Recognised the role of culture as an impotant component and enabler

2018 New European Agenda on Culture

• Culture: vector of ID and cohesion, driver of socio-eco development



To encourage the sharing and appreciation of
Europe's cultural heritage as a shared
resource;

To raise awareness of common history and
values;

To reinforce a sense of belonging to Europe;

To better protect, safeguard, reuse, enhance,
valorise and promote Europe's cultural
heritage.
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• To set a common direction for heritage related
activities at European level, primarily in EU
policies and programmes.

• 4 key principles, 5 main areas, over 60
actions, focusing on EU policies and actions

European Framework for Action

Legacy



4 Key principles

• Holistic approach

• Mainstreaming and 
integrated approach

• Evidence-based policy 
making 

• Multi-stakeholder
cooperation



5 main areas of action 

• Cultural heritage for an inclusive Europe: participation 
and access for all

• Cultural heritage for a sustainable Europe: Smart 
solutions for a cohesive and sustainable future

• Cultural heritage for a resilient Europe: safeguarding 
endangered heritage

• Cultural heritage for an innovative Europe: mobilising 
knowledge and research

• Cultural heritage for stronger global partnerships: 
reinforcing international cooperation



• The European Framework for Action on Cultural
Heritage can also serve as an inspiration, for
regions and cities in Europe, as well as for cultural
heritage organisations and networks when
developing their own actions.

• Member and partner states are invited to draw up
similar action plans for heritage, on a voluntary
basis

An inspiration for other actors



Thank you!
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