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Why the EU is interested in Sport? 

• More active EU citizens
Physical inactivity is one of the most grave cause of death. 

• Integrational power of sport
Uniting people, inclusion of disadvantaged and marginalized groups.

• Acquiring skills through sport
Participation in sport can contribute to better employability.  

• Better governance in sport
Fight against threat to sport such as doping, violence or match-fixing. 



NEW EUROBAROMETER ON SPORT AND 

PHYSICAL ACTIVITY
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EU exclusive
competences

EU /MS shared 
competences

EU competences to 
support, coordinate 
and supplement.

• Articles 3,4 and
6 TFUE

•

4

Principle of subsidiarity

Human health; 
culture;  tourisme; 

education, vocational
training, youth and

SPORT;
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Art 165 TFUE
1. (…) The Union shall contribute to the promotion of European sporting issues, while taking
account of the specific nature of sport, its structures based on voluntary activity and its social and
educational function.

2. Union action shall be aimed at:

- (…) developing the European dimension in sport, by promoting fairness and openness in sporting
competitions and cooperation between bodies responsible for sports, and by protecting the physical
and moral integrity of sportsmen and sportswomen, especially the youngest sportsmen and
sportswomen.
(…)

4. In order to contribute to the achievement of the objectives referred to in this Article,:

the European Parliament and the Council, acting in accordance with the ordinary legislative 
procedure, after consulting the Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions, 
shall adopt incentive measures, excluding any harmonisation of the laws and regulations of the 
Member States (…).
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Third EU Work Plan for Sport (2017-2020)

• Adopted on: 23 May 2017

• Inspired by the Commission's report (January 2017)

• Duration: 3 years and a half (until end December 2020)

• Shared responsibilities

• Less outputs

• Towards better cooperation with the sport movement

• Diversification of methods
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Third EU Work Plan for Sport (2017-2020)

Priorities: 

- Integrity of sport  

(good governance; safeguarding of minors, the  specificity of sport, combatting 

corruption and match fixing, fighting doping)

- Economic dimension of sport

(innovation in sport, and sport and the digital single market)

- Sport and society

(social inclusion, coaches, education in and through sport, sport and health, 

environment and sport and media, sport diplomacy)

Expert Groups:

- Integrity (including good governance)

- Skills and Human Resources development in sport 
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Third EU Work Plan for Sport (2017-2020)

• Other working methods: cluster meetings, groups of 

interested Member States (peer learning activities), 

Presidency events, informal meetings of Sport Ministers 

and Directors, Commission studies and Commission 

conferences and seminars.

• Cooperation with stakeholders (including evaluation of 

the structured dialogue with the sport movement)

• Annex…
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Competence

• Lisbon Treaty 
(art.165)

Policy 
orientations

• EU Work Plan for 
Sport (2017-2020)

Financial tool

• Erasmus+ 
Sport
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Erasmus+

• Flagship EU programme for education, training, youth and
sport

• Erasmus+ total budget: EUR 16,454 Billion (2014-2020)

• Sport specific chapter (Budget: 265 Million 2014-2020)

• Main funding categories for Sport actions:

- Collaborative partnerships (max. 400,000)

- Small collaborative partnerships (max. 60,000)

- Non-for profit sport events 
(max. 500,000)
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Erasmus+
ERASMUS+ 2019 Call

• Publication: 24 October 2018

• Sport budget (2019): 48,6 million € 

 Small Collaborative Partnerships: 8 million EUR

 Collaborative Partnerships: 35,6 million EUR

 Not-for-profit European sport events: 5 million EUR

• Deadline for applications: 4 April 2019

• The relevant documents are available:

- 2019 Erasmus+ Call
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:C2018/384/04&from=EN

- Programme Guide on the Erasmus+ website

https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/resources/programme-guide_en

ERASMUS+ 2018 Call
• 540 applications received
• Results – Published on 24 September : 
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus-plus/selection-results/erasmus-sport-2018_en

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:C2018/384/04&from=EN
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/resources/programme-guide_en
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus-plus/selection-results/erasmus-sport-2018_en
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Objectives of E+ Sport 
(Art. 16 of the E+ Regulation) 

a) to tackle transnational threats to sport such as doping, 
match fixing, violence, racism and intolerance

b) to support good governance in sport and dual careers of 
athletes

c) to promote social inclusion, equal opportunities and health-
enhancing physical activity (HEPA) through increased 
participation in sport and voluntary activities in sport
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Erasmus+ 2019

• Publication of Erasmus+ Call 2019 in October 2018

• Sport InfoDay – Brussels, 5 February 2019  

• Sport budget (2019): 59,4 million€ 

• In 2018, for example:

- Collaborative partnerships (26.4 million€)

- Small collaborative partnerships (6,5 million€) 

- Not-for-profit European sport events (4,5 million€)
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Pilot Projects and Preparatory Actions 

2019:

• "Monitoring and coaching, through sports, of youngsters at risk of 
radicalisation" (2 million)

• "Sport as a tool for integration and social inclusion of refugees“
(3 million)

• "Exchange and mobility in sport" (1.5 million) – 4 lots (cooperation 
with EP, WB, LA and Asia)

• Calls will be available here:

 https://ec.europa.eu/sport/calls_en

 Launching – approx. May 

https://ec.europa.eu/sport/calls_en
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European Week of Sport

• The European Week of Sport promotes sport and physical
activity across Europe. Launched in 2015, it takes place
annually between 23-30 September

• More than 13 million people participated in over 50,000
events in 37 countries in the 2018 edition

• The Week is for everyone, 
regardless of age, 
background or fitness level

• The Week inspires Europeans 
to #BeActive on a regular 
basis in everyday lives and 
exercise more
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European Week of Sport

• Commission opened the Week for new countries, as foreseen in
the Council Conclusions on Sport Diplomacy: “The Council and
Member States invite the Commission to consider engaging third
countries in the European Week of Sport.”

• EWoS Beyond Borders: expanding the Week to countries from the
Eastern Partnership and Western Balkans (Armenia, Azerbaijan,
Belarus, Georgia, Moldova, Ukraine, Albania, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Montenegro, Serbia, and Kosovo)

• First activities in those countries took place in September 2018
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Possible involvement?

• Erasmus+ Sport

• European Week of Sport

• Pilot Projects

• Conferences/meetings/debates
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STUDIES

• New Eurobarometer on sport and physical activity

https://ec.europa.eu/sport/news/2018/new-eurobarometer-sport-and-physical-
activity_en

• Report on developments of the transfer market

https://ec.europa.eu/sport/news/2018/publication-report-developments-
transfer-market-2013_en

• Study on Sport Diplomacy: Identifying good practices

https://ec.europa.eu/sport/news/study-european-commission-publishes-rapid-
review-good-practices-sport-diplomacy_en

• Workplace physical activity programmes: Study on what works best 
and lessons learned

https://ec.europa.eu/sport/news/workplace-physical-activity-programmes-
literature-review-study-shows-positive-effects_en

https://ec.europa.eu/sport/news/2018/new-eurobarometer-sport-and-physical-activity_en
https://ec.europa.eu/sport/news/2018/publication-report-developments-transfer-market-2013_en
https://ec.europa.eu/sport/news/study-european-commission-publishes-rapid-review-good-practices-sport-diplomacy_en
https://ec.europa.eu/sport/news/workplace-physical-activity-programmes-literature-review-study-shows-positive-effects_en
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Thank you!
Web: http://ec.europa.eu/sport/

Twitter: @EuSport


