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Background

• Policy rationale: EHIS based statistics have a key 
role to support the elaboration of evidence-based 
policies both at national and European levels

• Main users: Commission services (DG SANTE, DG 
EMPL, DG ECFIN, DG EAC), OECD

• Objective: providing data enabling the analysis of 
public health issues and monitoring the effects of 
health policies
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Legal framework for the production & 
development of EU health statistics

• Regulation (EC) No 1338/2008 of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 16 December 
2008 on Community statistics on public health and 
health and safety at work
• Common framework for the systematic production of Community 

statistics on public health and health and safety at work

• 11 articles (inter alia, scope, definitions, methodology, sources, 
transmission)

• Domains described in annexes (aims/scope/reference periods, 
intervals and time limits for data provision/subjects 
covered/metadata)

 Annex 1 covering the Health status and health determinants domain indicates 
that Statistics shall be provided every five years from the EHIS
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Legal basis for EHIS

• EHIS wave 2: Commission Regulation (EU) No 141/2013 of 19 
February 2013 implementing Regulation (EC) No 1338/2008 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council on Community statistics on 
public health and health and safety at work, as regards statistics 
based on the European Health Interview Survey (EHIS)

• EHIS wave 3: Commission Regulation (EU) 2018/255 of 19 
February 2018 implementing Regulation (EC) No 1338/2008 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council as regards statistics based 
on the European Health Interview Survey (EHIS)

• Data required, reference population, data collection period, 
provision of microdata and refernce metadata

• Annexes with the list of variables and answer categories to be 
submitted to the Commission, precision requirements, national 
territories excluded from the survey
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EHIS regulation

• Does not include:

• Model questionnaire

• Data collection method

• Type of sampling design
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Eurostat supporting documents for EHIS

• Methodological manual

• Data delivery guidelines

• Data validation rules

• Indicators manual

• National quality report template

Note: those in red already available in Circabc; the other
will be available during 2019
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Content of the EHIS

• 4 modules: 
 Health status: Minimum European Health Module, chronic

diseases, etc.

 Health care: Inpatient care, ambulatory care, etc.

 Health determinants: Physical activity, dietary habits, etc.

 Background variables: sex, age, country, region, etc.
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Data transmission, processing and 
dissemination

• Member States transmit microdata files to ESTAT 
following the common format defined

• Eurostat validates the microdata files

• If errors found, the concerned country has to 
solve the errors => re-transmission and re-
validation of the microdata file

• All microdata files validated => production of 
dissemination datasets using SAS based tools

• Upload of dissemination datasets in Eurobase
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Information sources

1. Eurostat website

• HEALTH dedicated section: 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/health/overview

 Database (with wave 2 data and metadata file)

 European Health Interview Survey (EHIS wave 3) — Methodological manual

2. CIRCABC

• Health interview Survey user group  Library (public access; 

no registration needed)

 Wave 3: legisation, methodology, implementation and transmission

documents

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/health/overview


Eurostat

Thank you for your attention !


