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General information (1)

• Transport statistics are required to support the Community 
transport policy

• Transport is also an important part of Community regional and 
environmental/climate change policies

• The 2011 White Paper on Transport defines a strategy and an 
action plan for transport policy over the decade and it is in line 
with the priorities set in the EU 2020 strategy

• Our main users: DG MOVE, DG ENV, DG CLIMA, DG REGIO

• Other users: Community agencies, Member States, International 
institutions, Industry, the research community, media, the public 
opinion
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General information (2)

Who we are?

• Transport statistics unit (E3) – part of the Directorate for 
sectoral and regional statistics

• 14 persons and 7 nationalities

How do we work?

• Collect the information from the Member States, check and 
validate data

• Produce European aggregates, indicators

• Disseminate (Eurobase, Statistics explained articles, 
Pocketbook, etc.)
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Transport Statistics – legal acts and 
voluntary data collections

Legal acts

• Road freight

• Rail

• Inland Waterways

• Maritime

• Air

Others: Road safety (CARE database of DG MOVE)

Voluntary data collections

• 1. Common questionnaire

• 2. Regional statistics4/24/2019 4
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Road freight (1)

• Regulation (EU) N°70/2012 on statistical returns in 
respect of the carriage of goods by road  (Recast)

• Reporting: road transport vehicles which are registered in 
that Member State with load capacity of more than 3,5 
tonnes 

• Frequency: quarterly, 5 months after the end of the 
reference period

• Data collection in MS is based on surveys (Eurostat receives 
micro data)

4/24/2019 5



Eurostat

Road freight (2)

• Regulation (EU) No 70/2012 – annexes:

• Annex I - List of variables

• Annex II - Classification of axle configurations

• Annex III - Classification of type of journey

• Annex IV - Classification of goods ( NST 2007 as 
established by Commission Regulation No 1304/2007)

• Annex V - Classification of categories of dangerous 
goods

• Annex VI - Classification of cargo type

• Annex VII - Coding of places of loading and unloading
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Road freight (3)

List of some main variables to be provided by data set:

• Dataset A1: Vehicle-related variables

• Axle configuration
• Age
• Maximum permissible weight
• Load capacity
• Vehicle operator’s NACE (optional)
• Type of transport (hired or reward/own account)
• Total km covered (loaded and empty)
• Vehicle weighting
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Road freight (4)

• Data set A2: Journey-related variables
• Type of journey (laden, unladen)

• Weight of goods

• Place of loading/unloading

• Distance travelled

• Countries crossed in transit

• Data set A3: Goods-related variable
• Type of goods

• Weight of goods

• Place of loading/unloading

• Distance travelled

• Reports to be provided by the Member States: on the collection 
methods; information on sample size, non-response rates etc8
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Rail (1)

• Regulation (EU) 2018/643 of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 18 April 2018 on rail 
transport statistics (Recast)

• This Regulation covers all railways in the Union (except 
undertakings with mainly tourist services and those that 
operate within industrial installations)

• Each Member State to report statistics which relate to rail 
transport on its national territory (freight and passenger 
transport)
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Rail (2)

Regulation (EU) 2018/643 – annexes

• Annex I – Tables I1-I9 - detailed reporting on goods
transport (goods transported by type of transport, by type
of goods, by category of dangerous goods, etc.)

5 months after end of reference period (threshold of 200 million
tkm and 500 000 tonnes)

• Annex II – Tables II1-II3 - detailed reporting on
passengers transport (by type of transport, by country of
embarkation and disembarkation, etc.)

8 months after end of reference period (threshold of 100 million
pkm)

• Annex III – Tables III1-III2 - quarterly statistics on goods
and passengers transport

3 months after end of reference period
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Rail (3)

• Annex IV –Tables IV1-IV4 – Regional statistics on goods and 
passenger transport (national/international goods and 
passengers by region of loading/unloading and region of 
embarkation/disembarkation)

12 months after end of reference period (every 5 years)

• Annex V – Tables V1-V3 - Statistics on traffic flows on the rail
network (goods/passengers transport by network segment)

18 months after end of reference period (every 5 years)

• Annex VIII.1 – Level of transport activity (goods transported
and train movements)

5 months after end of reference period

(Threshold less than 200 million tkm and less than 500 000 tonnes; and not
reporting under annex I)
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Rail (4)

• Annex VIII.2 – Level of transport activity (passengers
transported and train movements)

8 months after end of reference period

(Threshold less than 100 million pkm and not reporting under annex I)

• Annex VI - NST 2007 (Classification of goods)

• Annex VII – Classification of dangerous goods



Eurostat

Inland Waterways (1)

• Regulation (EU) 2018/974 of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 4 July 2018 on 
statistics of goods transport by inland waterways 
(Codification)

• Data collection on goods statistics – annual and quarterly 
data

• Deadline for transmission: five months after end of 
reference period
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Inland Waterways (2)

• Reporting: Member States with total volume of goods
transported annually by inland waterways as national,
international or transit transport exceeds 1 000 000 tonnes

• By way of derogation, Member States where there is no
international or transit inland waterways transport but
where the total volume of goods transported annually as
national transport exceeds 1 000 000 tonnes shall supply a
simplified data set

14



Eurostat

Inland Waterways (3)

• Regulation (EU) No 2018/974 – annexes

• Annex I – Table I1 – goods transport by type of 
goods (annual data)

• Annex II – Table II1 - transport by nationality of 
vessel and type of vessel (annual data)

• Annex II – Table II2 – vessel traffic (annual data)

• Annex III – Table III1 - container transport by 
type of goods (annual data)
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Inland Waterways (4)

• Regulation (EU) No 2018/974 – annexes

• Annex IV – Table IV1 – transport by nationality of 
vessels (quarterly data)

• Annex IV – Table IV2 – container transport by 
nationality of vessels (quarterly data)

• Annex V – Table V1 - goods transport (annual 
data)

Simplified dataset to be provided by Member States with only 
national transport exceeding 1 million tonnes

• Annex VI – NST 2007 (goods classification)
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Air (1)

• Regulation (EC) No 437/2003 
• Scope: Member States (MS) shall establish statistical returns by 

commercial air services to or from Community airports

• Data collection – monthly and annual statistics:

Passengers

Freight and mail

Flights 

Passenger seats available

Aircraft movements

• Deadline for transmission the data: six months after end 
of reference period

• For airport with traffic > 150 000 passenger units 
annually, MS must report datasets A1, B1 and C1

• For airports with traffic between 15 000 and 150 000 
passenger units per year, MS must report simplified 
data set (C1 only)4/24/2019 17
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Air (2)

• Regulation (EC) No 437/2003 – annex I:

• Dataset A1. Flight stage (passengers, freight and 
mail on board, aircraft type) – monthly

• Dataset B1. On flight origin/destination 
(passengers carried, freight and mail 
loaded/unloaded) - monthly

• Dataset C1. Airports (passengers carried, direct 
transit passengers, freight and mail 
loaded/unloaded, aircraft movements) – annual
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Air (3)

• Data set A1: Flight stage data

• Reporting county

• Reporting airport

• Next/previous airport

• Arrival/departure

• Scheduled/non-scheduled service

• Airline information

• Aircraft type

• Passengers on board

• Freight and mail on board

• Number of commercial flights

• Passenger seat available
19
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Air (4)

• Data set B1. On flight origin/destination 

• Reporting country

• Reporting airport 

• On flight origin/destination airport

• Arrival/departure

• Scheduled/non-scheduled services 

• Passenger services/all-freight and mail services

• Airline information 

• Passengers carried

• Freight and mail loaded/unloaded
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Air (5)

• Data set C1 (at least annual) – airport data, by reporting 
airport, broken down by airline information

• Reporting country

• Reporting airport 

• Total Passengers carried

• Total direct transit passengers

• Total transfer passengers (voluntary)

• Total Freight and mail loaded/unloaded

• Total commercial aircraft movements

• Total aircraft movements
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Maritime (1)

• Directive 2009/42/EC of the European Parliament
and of the Council on statistical returns in respect of
carriage of goods and passengers by sea (Recast)

• Regulation (EU) No 1090/2010 of the European Parliament
and of the Council amending Directive 2009/42/EC on
statistical returns in respect of carriage of goods and
passengers by sea

• 2012/186/EU Commission Delegated Decision of 3
February 2012 amending Directive 2009/42/EC of the
European Parliament and of the Council on statistical
returns in respect of carriage of goods and passengers by
sea
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Maritime (2)

• Directive 2009/42 – content

• Data collection

Cargo and passengers 

Vessels

• Data reported for the ports handling > 1 million 
tons of goods or > 200 000 passengers movements 
annually (main ports)

• For the other ports just dataset A3 must be reported

• Deadline for transmission the data: 5 months after 
end of reference period for quarterly and 8 months 
for data of annual periodicity
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Maritime (3)

• Directive 2009/42 – annexes

• Annex I - Variables and definitions

• Annex II – Type of cargo classification

• Annex III – Goods classification

• Annex IV – Maritime coastal areas classification

• Annex V – Nationality of registration of vessels 
codification

• Annex VI – Type of ship classification

• Annex VII – Vessel size class

• Annex VIII – Statistical datasets
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Maritime (4)
Directive 2009/42 – datasets

Table A1 – goods by type of cargo, quarterly

Table A2 – non-unit-load transport by port and type of cargo, 
quarterly

Table A3 – goods and passengers by port, annual

Table B1 – goods by port, type of cargo, type of goods, annual

Table C1 – unit-load transport by port, type of cargo, quarterly

Table D1 – passengers by port and nationality of vessels, 
quarterly (annual transmission)

Table E1 – goods by port, type of cargo and nationality of 
vessels, annual

Table F1 – number of vessels and deadweight, by type and 
size of vessel, quarterly (optional) (annual transmission)

Table F2 – number of vessels and gross tonnage by type and 
size of vessel, quarterly (annual transmission)
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Voluntary data collection

Common questionnaire (Eurostat/ITF/UNECE)

• Tool to collect also data not covered by the legal acts 
Data on infrastructure, investment and means (fleets)

• Annual data

• Glossary for transport statistics (Data definition)

Regional data 

• “Gentlemen agreement”

Collects yearly data at NUTS 2 level on:

– Vehicle stock 

– Road, rail and IWW networks 

– Safety

Others (grants, development, project)
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Transport Safety 

Eurostat disseminate safety data based on administrative 
agreement with EU agencies

• Road - CARE of DG MOVE (Council Decision 93/704/EC)

• Rail - European Railway Agency (ERA)

• Air - European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA)

• Maritime - European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA)
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NST 2007

• Regulation (EC) 1304/2007

• Classification system for goods in transport 
statistics

• 20 divisions: 
• 01 (Products of agriculture, hunting, and forestry; fish and 

other fishing products

• 02 (Coal and lignite; crude petroleum and natural gas)

• …

• 06 (Wood and products of wood and cork (except furniture); 
articles of straw and plaiting materials; pulp, paper and paper 
products; printed matter and recorded media

• …

• 20 (Other goods n.e.c.)
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Information sources

Eurostat website

1. Legal acts on transport statistics 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/transport/legislation

2. Manuals and guidelines 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/transport/publications

3. Glossary for transport (5th edition to be soon available)

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/transport/legislation
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/transport/publications
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Thank you for your attention !


