
Explanatory meeting, 12-13 February 2019

STS - Short-term business 
statistics

Eurostat G3 "Business cycle; Short-term statistics"

These slides accompany the explanation of the acquis to Albania and North Macedonia and can only be used for that purpose. 
Their content is subject to further development of the acquis and interpretation by the Court of Justice of the European Union
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STS Regulation – the basic act
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• BASIC ACT: STS Regulation 1165 of 1998

• The most important amendments:

 2005 "Amendment Regulation" (EP/Council 1158/2005)
 earlier transmission deadlines

 SPPI and € area -specific variables

 2006 "NACE rev. 2 Regulation" (EP/ Council 1893/2006)

 2009 "New variables" (Commission 329/2009)
 hours worked & wages and salaries in Annexes C & D

 2012 "Industrial new orders" dropped (Commission 
461/2012)



STS – Implementing Regulations
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• Implementing the basic act…

 2001 "Definition of main industrial groupings (MIGs)" 
(Commission 586/2001 & 656/2007)

 2006 "Definitions" (Commission 1503/2006)

 2008 "Back-casting under NACE rev. 2" (Commission 
472/2008)
 by default, time series back to 2000 are required

 2007 "European sample schemes" (Commission 
657/2007) 
 import prices and split of non-domestic output prices, 

 relevant for euro area countries only



An easy approach to STS Regulation
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• The amended STS Regulation not easy to read…
 Look at consolidated version

 most recent version (OJ) as of 21 June 2012

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/homepage.html?locale=en ("Find results by document 
number:" Regulation n° 1165, year 1998) 

 or directly at
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:31998R1165

 Look at "STS requirements"
 most recent version "STS Requirements EU-28 base 2015 (release of 

17 Jan 2019)" under…
https://circabc.europa.eu/w/browse/889408cb-7d4d-402d-aab8-b0b3ee5a1cfa

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/homepage.html?locale=en
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:31998R1165
https://circabc.europa.eu/w/browse/889408cb-7d4d-402d-aab8-b0b3ee5a1cfa
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STS Requirements

https://circabc.europa.eu/w/browse/889408cb-7d4d-402d-aab8-b0b3ee5a1cfa

SDMX for short-term business statistics 

(data transmission guide) Data 

transmission

https://circabc.europa.eu/w/browse/889408cb-7d4d-402d-aab8-b0b3ee5a1cfa


What does STS Regulations require 
from the Member States?
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• A systematic overview: "STS Requirements"

 by Annex (industry, construction, retail trade and 
repair, other services)

 by variable

 by group of countries (according to specific 
thresholds)

• The latest version 17 January 2019

example?  next slide…
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A-110

Industrial production

Read like this!



STS variables in four Annexes
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STS Regulation with 4 Annexes:

A. Industry

B. Construction

C. Retail trade and repair

D. Other services

Additionally: Changes to 
be introduced as part of 
the Framework Regulation 
Integrating Business 
Statistics (FRIBS), "STS 
Package"



A. Industry
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• Industrial production (M, M+10**)

• Turnover* (M, 2M**)

• Labour (number, hours worked, wages) (Q, 2M**/3M**)

• Output (=producer) prices* (M, M+5/15**)

• Import prices (M, M+15**)

All broken down by NACE (Section) & Main Industrial 
Groupings (MIGs), except import prices CPA

*) broken down: domestic / non-domestic / €A

**) additionally 15 days for small countries, to be dropped in FRIBS

M = monthly periodicity 

and frequency

M+10 = transmission deadline is 1 

month and 10 days; 

+ Seasonal adjustment

Indices only

Indices 
only



B. Construction
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• Production (Q, M+15**)

• Building permits (Q, 3M**) 

• Labour (number, hours worked, wages) (Q, 

2M**/3M**)

• Construction costs (materials, labour costs)
->output (producer) prices (Q, 3M**)

**) additionally 15 days for small countries, to be dropped in FRIBS except 

for quarterly production

+ Seasonal adjustment

+ Calendar & seasonal adjustment

Indices only

Producer prices index 
only



C. Retail trade and repair
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• Turnover current prices (M, M/2M**)

• Turnover volume (deflated or deflator) (M, M/2M**)

• Breakdown food-non/food

• Labour (number, hours worked, wages) (Q, 2M**/3M) 

**) additionally 15 days for small countries, to be dropped in FRIBS

M/2M: a longer 

transmission time for 

the more detailed data

+ Seasonal adjustment

Indices only

Indices only



D. Other services

STS - 13-Feb-2019 13

• “Other services” defined by NACE list (covers 
most market services, except banking, insurance, 
R&D)

• Turnover (current prices) (Q, 2M)

• Output (producer) prices (SPPI) – shorter list (Q, 

3M)

• Labour (number, hours worked, wages) (Q, 2M/3M)

+ Calendar & 
seasonal adjustment; 
indices only

Indices only+ New monthly index of services production

Extended NACE coverage



Form of indicators
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• All data are indices (2010=100), except: 

• employment can be transmitted in absolute figures (to be changed in 
FRIBS)

• building permits indicators must be in absolute figures (to be 
changed in FRIBS)

• All indicators can be 

• gross (required for prices and "when available")

• calendar (working day) adjusted (when relevant, required for 
volumes)

• seasonally adjusted (when relevant; required for PEEIs in FRIBS)

• Seasonally adjusted data sent by countries (or calculated by 
Eurostat) are used for calculating EU aggregates (geographically 
indirect seasonal adjustment) 
=>"headline figure"



Data transmission
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• eDAMIS

• SDMX ("SDMX-ML" in production; "SDMX-CSV" in test and 
"SDMX-EDI" (GESMES) to be phased out by mid-May 2019)

• SDMX-ML can be created from a flat file using SDMX 
Converter (currently v. 5.4.4) or national tools

• See STS SDMX data transmission guide on CIRCABC

• ESS Metadata Handler (ESS MH) and guidelines for 
metadata

• These definitions are common to all Eurostat data flows  
("Single Entry Point"), not only STS



STS methodology – hierarchic approach
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 Regulatory requirements (STS-R 1165/1998 etc.)

 Definitions (Commission Regulation 1503/2006)

 Metadata (Commission Recommendation of 23 June 2009)
ESMS v. 2.0

 STS methodology: interpretation and guidelines (2006)

 ESS guidelines: Seasonal adjustment (2009, new version in 
2014) and revision policy (2012)

=>National Reference Metadata (previously Sources & 
methods and PEEIs in Focus): What do the countries 
actually do?

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/64157/4373903/SIMS-2-0-Revised-standards-November-2015-ESSC-final.pdf/47c0b80d-0e19-4777-8f9e-28f89f82ce18


STS metadata – national practices
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• SDMX metadata (replaced "STS Sources and methods" and "PEEIs in focus")
• the most recent collection 30 April 2018

• detail by indicator & country

• data: coverage, periodicity, timeliness

• methodology: concepts, nature of basic data, compilation practices

• dissemination, quality, access

• processing

• PEEI in focus
• quantitative and qualitative details on national practices, partly out of date in 2019:

• Industrial Production index

• Construction production index

• Domestic output prices

• Retail trade turnover index

• Index of turnover in services

• Service Producer Price Index (SPPI)

• Building Permits Indicators

• Import prices



STS methodology – evolving
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• FRIBS
• Methodological work underway
• Calendar and seasonal adjustment
• Indices only, except for building permit indicators
• Index of Services Production

• STS Task Forces 
• Debate on methodological questions
• Exchange of best practices
• FRIBS implementation
 Recommendations (legal acts, manuals, guidelines…)



Methodological questions
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• STS website, CIRCABC

• STS website: https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/short-term-
business-statistics/overview

• CIRCABC methodology (restricted access): 
https://circabc.europa.eu/w/browse/7d1e821c-0482-4905-
b1c2-e7e6cb35ef18

• Contact with STS team: domain managers of related areas

• STS-data@ec.europa.eu

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/short-term-business-statistics/overview
https://circabc.europa.eu/w/browse/7d1e821c-0482-4905-b1c2-e7e6cb35ef18
mailto:STS-data@ec.europa.eu


Conclusion
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• Legal requirements are currently in the four 
Annexes of the STS Regulation

• Data transmission tools eDAMIS, ESS MH & 
SDMX tools 

• Help is available on CIRCABC and from G3

• Attention! STS requirements are changing:

"STS package" as part of "FRIBS"


