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European System of integrated 

Social PROtection Statistics

These slides accompany the explanation of the acquis to Albania and North Macedonia and can only be used for that purpose. 
Their content is subject to further development of the acquis and interpretation by the Court of Justice of the European Union



ESSPROS - Objectives

The objectives of ESSPROS are:

- to provide a comprehensive and coherent description of social
protection in the Member States:

- covering social benefits and their financing;

- international comparability:

- harmonizing with other statistics, particularly the national
accounts, in its main concepts.



ESSPROS definitions

 Social Protection: 

Social protection encompasses all interventions from public or private 
bodies intended to relieve households and individuals of the burden of a 
defined set of risks or needs. Neither a simultaneous reciprocal nor an 
individual arrangement are involved.

 Risks/needs that may give rise to social protection:

Sickness/Health care, Disability, Old age, Survivors, Family/Children, 
Unemployment, Housing and Social exclusion not elsewhere classified.

 Social Benefits:

Cash payments, reimbursements, goods and services provided to 
protected population.

 Social protection scheme:

A distinct body of rules, supported by one or more institutional units, 
governing the provision of social protection benefits and their financing.



ESSPROS - Components
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ESSPROS – legal basis (1)

 Core system and Pension Beneficiaries

Regulation (EC) No 458/2007 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 25 April
2007 on the European system of integrated social protection statistics.
http://eurlex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2007:113:0003:0008:EN:PDF

Commission Regulation (EC) No 1322/2007 of 12 November 2007 implementing
Regulation (EC) No 485/2007 of the European Parliament and of the Council on the
European system of integrated social protection statistics (ESSPROS) as regards the
appropriate formats for transmission, results to be transmitted and criteria for measuring
quality for the ESSPROS core system and the module on pension beneficiaries. 
http://eurlex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2007:294:0005:0010:EN:PDF

Commission Regulation (EC) No 10/2008 of 8 January 2008 implementing Regulation 
(EC) No 485/2007 of the European Parliament and of the Council on the European
system of integrated social protection statistics (ESSPROS) as regards the definitions,
detailed classifications and updating of the rules for dissemination for the ESSPROS core
system and the module on pension beneficiaries.
http://eurlex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2008:005:0003:0012:EN:PDF

http://eurlex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2007:113:0003:0008:EN:PDF
http://eurlex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2007:294:0005:0010:EN:PDF
http://eurlex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2008:005:0003:0012:EN:PDF


ESSPROS – Legal basis (2)
Net benefits module

Commission Regulation (EU) No 263/2011 of 17 March 2011 implementing Regulation
(EC) No 458/2007 of the European Parliament and of the Council on the European
system of integrated social protection statistics (ESSPROS) as regards the launch of full
data collection for the ESSPROS module on net social protection benefits.
http://eurlex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2011:071:0004:0008:EN:PDF

Commission Regulation (EU) No 110/2011 of 8 February 2011 implementing Regulation
(EC) No 458/2007 of the European Parliament and of the Council on the European
system of integrated social protection statistics (ESSPROS) as regards the appropriate
formats for the transmission of data, the results to be transmitted and the criteria for
measuring quality for the ESSPROS module on net social protection benefits.
http://eurlex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2011:034:0029:0032:EN:PDF

http://eurlex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2011:071:0004:0008:EN:PDF
http://eurlex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2011:034:0029:0032:EN:PDF


ESSPROS Methodology

• Reference: The ESSPROS Manual (2011 edition)

• ESSPROS Manual and user guidelines (latest 
edition 2016): extended and updated version of 
the Manual

• Compendium of methodological clarifications: 
Publication on specific topics (first edition 2017, 
will be regularly updated)

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-manuals-and-guidelines/-/KS-RA-11-014
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-manuals-and-guidelines/-/KS-GQ-16-010
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-manuals-and-guidelines/-/KS-GQ-17-013


ESSPROS – data collections / deadlines 
Collections Transmission Dissemination Legal basis

Quantitative data 30th June N+2
31st October N+2

Commission Regulation (EC) 
No 1322/2007

Qualitative 
information

30th June N+2 31st October N+2
Commission Regulation (EC) 
No 1322/2007

Quality Report on 
Core system

30th Sept. N+2 31st December N+2
Commission Regulation (EC) 
No 10/2008 

Pension beneficiaries 
data

31st May N+2 31st October N+2
Commission Regulation (EC) 
No 1322/2007 

Quality report on 
Pension beneficiaries

31st August N+2 30th November N+2
Commission Regulation (EC) 
No 10/2008

Net benefits data
31st Dec.N+2 not specified

Commission Regulation (EU) 
No 110/2011
Commission Regulation (EU) 
No 263/2011

Quality report on net 
benefits 31st January N+3 not specified

Commission Regulation (EU) 
No 110/2011
Commission Regulation (EU) 
No 263/2011



Information sources

Eurostat website

• STATISTICS  Social Protection (ESSPROS)

• Legislation: full list of regulations + Data, Quality Reports, 

Publications

CIRCABC

• ESSPROS user group  Library

• Methodological documents, technical instructions, 

questionnaires


