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Directorate G: Business and Trade Statistics
Unit G3: Business cycle, Short-term statistics

These slides accompany the explanation of the acquis to Albania and North Macedonia and can only be used for that purpose. 
Their content is subject to further development of the acquis and interpretation by the Court of Justice of the European Union
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• Overview

1. Purpose of PRODCOM

2. Regulatory framework

3. The PRODCOM List

4. Variables and their definitions

5. Reporting: quality and data transmission

6. FRIBS : future of PRODCOM data collection



What is PRODCOM 

• PRODCOM is a system for the collection and 
dissemination of statistics on the production of 
manufactured goods.

• It is based on a product classification called the 
PRODCOM List
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The reported indicators
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• The value of production in national currency (we 
convert this to Euro when necessary before 
dissemination). 

• The volume of production in the volume unit 
specified for the product.

• The number of enterprises.



The periodicity
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PRODCOM data is reported on an annual basis, 

with a deadline of 6 months after the end of the 
reference year for the data to be transmitted to 
Eurostat.



The Regulatory framework
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• Council Regulation 3924/91

• Commission Implementing Regulation 912/2004

• a Commission Regulation on the valid PRODCOM 
List classification



Council Regulation 3924/91 (1/2)
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• Defines the field to be covered 

• Defines the information to be provided

• Defines how to assess coverage

• Defines how the List and other details will be 
agreed

• OJ-L 1991/374

• 11 Articles

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:1991:374:0001:0003:EN:PDF


Commission Regulation 912/2004

8

• Clarifies ambiguities in the Council Regulation (a 
Commission Regulation may not contradict or 
replace a Council Regulation): 

• The survey population

• The observation unit

• The 1%  rule

• JO-L 2004/163

• 7 articles

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2004:163:0071:0072:EN:PDF
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Some examples: 
products/productions types
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The Prodcom list
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• More than 3800 headings relating to 
manufactured products

• 8-digit code

• Digits 1-4 refer to the NACE class in which the 
producing enterprise is normally classified 

• Digits 1-6 refer to a CPA heading 

• Each heading normally corresponds to one or 
more Combined Nomenclature codes



Variables
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• Production sold

a) the value of production sold during the survey 
period;

b) the volume of production sold during the survey 
period.

• Total Production

a) the physical volume of actual production during 
the survey period, including any which is 
incorporated into the manufacture of other 
products from the same undertaking.



Heading types
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• S : Value and volume (if unit is specified) of sold 
production should be reported.

• T : Value of sold production and the volume of 
both sold and total production must be reported.

• I (Industrial Services): No volume data is 
required (fee paid)

• V : only the total volume should be reported.



Data transmission
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• eDAMIS

• See STS SDMX data transmission guide on CIRCABC

• ESS Metadata Handler (ESS MH) and guidelines for 
metadata



Use of quality reporting standards of 
ESS
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• Commission Regulation 912/2004 (PRODCOM Implementing 
Regulation):

- Article 6 "… Member States are also to provide Eurostat with the necessary information 
about their survey methods, samples and coverage for the purpose of documentation of 
compliance with the principles of the PRODCOM methodology as laid down in the manual 
of PRODCOM methodology."

• 19 quality and metadata concepts defined in an 
ESMS file



Guidelines & Resources: reference
documents on CIRCA
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PRODCOM Technical Handbook V5.4 available 
on CIRCABC 

• Library > technical_manuals > data_transmission

> Technical Handbook version 5.4

• Library > 25-Quality > quality_reports

�Definition of Quality.pdf  

�ESS Handbook for Quality Reports.pdf 

�ESS Standard for Quality Reports.pdf  

�QR_GLOSSARY.pdf  

�STANDARD_QUALITY_INDICATORS.pdf  

 

https://circabc.europa.eu/faces/jsp/extension/wai/navigation/container.jsp?FormPrincipal:_idcl=navigationLibrary&FormPrincipal_SUBMIT=1&org.apache.myfaces.trinidad.faces.STATE=DUMMY&id=564fb0e3-eba5-43d5-b16c-d09720c719bb&javax.faces.ViewState=rO0ABXVyABNbTGphdmEubGFuZy5PYmplY3Q7kM5YnxBzKWwCAAB4cAAAAAN0AAIxMXB0ACsvanNwL2V4dGVuc2lvbi93YWkvbmF2aWdhdGlvbi9jb250YWluZXIuanNw
https://circabc.europa.eu/faces/jsp/extension/wai/navigation/container.jsp?FormPrincipal:_idcl=navigationLibrary&FormPrincipal_SUBMIT=1&org.apache.myfaces.trinidad.faces.STATE=DUMMY&id=e3ec959a-9c53-4f49-98de-102c82e8cac4&javax.faces.ViewState=rO0ABXVyABNbTGphdmEubGFuZy5PYmplY3Q7kM5YnxBzKWwCAAB4cAAAAAN0AAIxMXB0ACsvanNwL2V4dGVuc2lvbi93YWkvbmF2aWdhdGlvbi9jb250YWluZXIuanNw
https://circabc.europa.eu/faces/jsp/extension/wai/navigation/container.jsp?FormPrincipal:_idcl=navigationLibrary&FormPrincipal_SUBMIT=1&org.apache.myfaces.trinidad.faces.STATE=DUMMY&id=fa3a77d0-ac25-4891-b1e2-8e45d63b11fb&javax.faces.ViewState=rO0ABXVyABNbTGphdmEubGFuZy5PYmplY3Q7kM5YnxBzKWwCAAB4cAAAAAN0AAIxMXB0ACsvanNwL2V4dGVuc2lvbi93YWkvbmF2aWdhdGlvbi9jb250YWluZXIuanNw
https://circabc.europa.eu/d/a/workspace/SpacesStore/14401a15-c8e8-480d-8afd-5c7d2d1c8c81/technical handbook version 5.4(0).pdf
https://circabc.europa.eu/faces/jsp/extension/wai/navigation/container.jsp?FormPrincipal:_idcl=navigationLibrary&FormPrincipal_SUBMIT=1&org.apache.myfaces.trinidad.faces.STATE=DUMMY&id=564fb0e3-eba5-43d5-b16c-d09720c719bb&javax.faces.ViewState=rO0ABXVyABNbTGphdmEubGFuZy5PYmplY3Q7kM5YnxBzKWwCAAB4cAAAAAN0AAE3cHQAKy9qc3AvZXh0ZW5zaW9uL3dhaS9uYXZpZ2F0aW9uL2NvbnRhaW5lci5qc3A%3D
https://circabc.europa.eu/faces/jsp/extension/wai/navigation/container.jsp?FormPrincipal:_idcl=navigationLibrary&FormPrincipal_SUBMIT=1&org.apache.myfaces.trinidad.faces.STATE=DUMMY&id=754c5065-2d5e-435f-8868-25972c60bee8&javax.faces.ViewState=rO0ABXVyABNbTGphdmEubGFuZy5PYmplY3Q7kM5YnxBzKWwCAAB4cAAAAAN0AAE3cHQAKy9qc3AvZXh0ZW5zaW9uL3dhaS9uYXZpZ2F0aW9uL2NvbnRhaW5lci5qc3A%3D
https://circabc.europa.eu/faces/jsp/extension/wai/navigation/container.jsp?FormPrincipal:_idcl=navigationLibrary&FormPrincipal_SUBMIT=1&org.apache.myfaces.trinidad.faces.STATE=DUMMY&id=15bbad7e-e303-403b-b3ee-37bcec0ba214&javax.faces.ViewState=o7vJR37PUagBrQLVP%2BgAT6DgtZ6F0JEp84Y4T/6FNSN9mXJALH1jCqNScyQQCjP/Zl80g/sCBywDHL33oAl0fqcxT33b%2BOkjR6uFIjCmOu4IqtWVH5DzwEpXarAV2Z%2BLGNGtoiCHZ1P4YrXosNx1l/N0Vq6%2BtNcIOvzq7Q%3D%3D


Quality checks in Eurostat
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• consistency with the Prodcom List 

• completeness of Prodcom headings, 

• production type, 

• measurement unit and so on 

• correctness of formatting

• If some validations checks fail, the data might be 
ignored and not used in EU aggregates. 

• countries are informed about errors and asked to 
correct them



Plausibility checks
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• After the validation of reporting countries’ inputs, 
the following plausibility checks are applied:

The value is zero but the volume is non-zero (or vice-versa)

The value and volume are zero but they are marked confidential

The number of enterprises is blank or zero but production is reported 

• Visual checks. For instance: 
production of olive oil in a Nordic country;

production of ships in a land-locked country; 

• Year-to-year validations (aimed at detecting data 
issues with impact on EU or national totals):

The value should make at least 0.01% of country's total production or the 
change in value comparing to previous year impacts EU total for the product by 
at least 10% or change in value comparing to previous year impacts the 
country's total by at least 1% or unit price for the product changed more than 
30% comparing to the previous year.
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• Impact in PRODCOM

 Introduction of the KAU as statistical unit in 
PRODCOM

 PRODCOM definitions

 PRODCOM list in the FRIBS implementing act

 PRODCOM simplifications measures and quality 
criteria

 PRODCOM new data requirements: variables, 
increased the number of industrial services 

Framework Regulation Integrating Business 
Statistics – FRIBS & PRODCOM


