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These slides accompany the explanation of the acquis to Albania and North Macedonia and can only be used for that purpose.
Their content is subject to further development of the acquis and interpretation by the Court of Justice of the European Union.
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EU restrictive measures - outline
|. Sanctions, general overview
ll. Decision-making process:

- actors

- Instruments

. Listings and Legal Robustness
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EU restrictive measures

Foreign policy

Instrument to
change Targeted Legal aspects
behaviour

Decision &
Regulation
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What kind of sanctions are there?

Arms
Embargo

EU
Restrictive
WIEENEES

Economic
&
Financial
NMEENIEES

Travel Ban
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Who does what?

* High Representative/EEAS
Article 29 TEU

« Commission
Article 215 TFEU

e Councill
Council Working Groups
Relex and Relex Sanctions Formation
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« EEAS
— Responsible for overall EU sanctions policies, and its further
development
— Responsible for CFSP Decisions
- COM
— Drafts the Regulation, on the basis of the Decision
— COM oversees implementation of the measures in order to
ensure consistent implementation among MS
— Upon request, opinion on the application of specific provisions
related to sanctions
« Council / EU Member States
— Adoption of sanctions
— Enforcement of sanctions — national competent authorities

Different actors
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Decision-making process

Process within Council

 Political agreement on the measures
— Regional working groups
— Political and Security Committee
- COREPER I
— Foreign Affairs Council
— European Council

« Agreement on the legal acts
— RELEX Working Group
- COREPER I
— COUNCIL



Political Decision
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Technical Decision

Sign-Off

Adoption

Geographical
Working
Groups

Where majority of
political discussions
take place

Some items may
need to be agreed
at the PSC.

Groups include
COAFR (Africa
working party),
COASI (Asia-Oceanic
working party) etc.

Second-secretary
level

>

€

RELEX
Working
Group

Technical
discussions - legal,
financial and
institutional issues

Items can bounce
between the
Geographical
working groups and
RELEX before
agreement to be
passed through to
COREPER can be
reached.

Counsellor/First-
secretary level

>

€

Political and
Security
Committee

Responsible for
CFSP and CSDP

Typically oversee
political decisions
from WGs — can
mandate the topics
to be discussed at
WG level.

Ambassador level

COREPER 1 /Il

Responsible for
preparing Council
meetings, all issues
need to pass
through COREPER

COREPER Il handles
foreign (sanctions),
economic and
home affairs —
Permanent rep.
level

COREPER | handles
socialand
environmental
affairs — Deputy
permanent rep.
level

Legislative body
that defines and
implements the
EU’s foreign and
security policy

Council Decision or
Regulation is
adopted and
published in Official
Journal

Sanctions are
usually discussed at
the FAC, but can be
adopted by any
Council (e.g. GAC)

Ministerial level

>
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Listings: Statement of Reasons
(both EU and UN)

human rights and fundamental freedoms
proportionality

Accurate and up-to date

Correspond to designation critera
Public, open source information
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Challenges

Targeted Policy

Consistency of Approach and Developing Standards

Implementation and Impact

Relationships with third countries
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- Guidelines on implementation and evaluation of restrictive measures in
the framework of the EU CFSP (11205/12)

- Best Practices for the effective implementation of restrictive measures
(10254/15)

- EEAS website: Sanctions policy
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/neadquarters-
homepage_en/423/Sanctions%20policy

- Commission website: http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/fpi/what-we-
do/sanctions_en.htm

- EU Sanctions Map: https://www.sanctionsmap.eu/



https://www.sanctionsmap.eu/

