Report on the activities of the working group for inspection of the Voters’ List

As regards the request of the Secretariat for European affairs for preparation of the review on the results of the implementation of the activities of the Roadmap for implementation of the priority activities adopted at the first High level accession dialogue held on 15 March  2012, related to the inspection of the Voters List we  inform you of the following:
I. Regarding the review of the status of implementation of reforms objectives and activities in the reporting period (April-June 2012) State Electoral Commission reports the following:
According to the conclusion of the 64th session of the Government of the Republic of Macedonia in terms of the measures and activities undertaken for inspection of the Voters List, the State Election Commission, as coordinator of the Working Group for Inspection of the Voters List, notifies that until now the following actions have taken place:
1. The first constitutive meeting of the working group was held on 09.03.2012. The following conclusions were  adopted at the meeting:
“Considering the recommendations in the OSCE / ODIHR Final Report on deceased persons and on persons living abroad, and based on the comments that were given in the discussions, the issues and questions raised, each of the institutions involved in the working group within 10 days to  submit to the State Election Commission their analysis, observations and specific suggestions within  their competence and legal authorizations in order to have operational approach for implementation of the checks.
The State Election Commission based on the analysis, observations and specific suggestions from the institutions involved in the working group will decide on the specific tasks of each institutution.
The minutes of the meeting along with the materials obtained from all state institutions and entities participating in the working group were submitted to the General Secretariat of the Government of the Republic of Macedonia, the Secretariat for European Affairs, the Steering Committee on Election Reform and to all participants in the Working Group.
2. The second meeting of the Working group was held on 12.04.2012, according to the following agenda:
· Review of the analysis, observations and specific proposals, submitted to the State Election Commission by all the institutions involved, in terms of defining how to approach the process of inspection of the Voters' List.
· Determining concrete measures and activities for implementation of the inspection, in accordance to the recommendations in the OSCE/ODIHR Final Report
· The working group adopted the following conclusions at the second meeting: 

Conclusion 1
· The Ministry of Interior to submit a list of persons over the age of 18 that have not applied for issuing of biometric ID document and passport.
· The Ministry of Interior to submit a list of persons over the age of 18, that have applied for issuing of biometric ID document and passport, and for which h the process of issuing is in progress.
· From the above mentioned list, the Ministry of Interior based on available information to prepare a list of persons that temporarily are working or staying abroad.
· The Ministry of Interior, based on available information, to submit a list of all persons over the age of 18 that temporarily are working or staying abroad, that is persons who are marked with star in the existing Voters' List. 

Conclusion 2
· The Ministry of Interior to prepare a list of persons over the age of 18 that have issued ID document and passport and to submit it to the State Statistical Office.
· The State Statistical Office, to update regularly the list of persons over the age of 18 that have obtained ID document or passport according to the newly received data on persons who have been issued biometric ID card or passport.
· Details, techniques and categorization of this list should be agreed in the separate meeting among the State Election Commission, Ministry of Interior and State Statistical Office.
·  The Ministry of Interior to submit the list within 15 days of the official request from the working group.
The minutes of the second meeting of the working group held on 12.04.2012 were submitted to the members of the working group, the General Secretariat of the Government of the Republic of Macedonia, the Secretariat for European Affairs and the Steering Committee on Election Reforms.
3. According to the conclusion no.2 of the second meeting of the working group, representatives of the competent institutions for inspection of the Voters' List (State Election Commission, State Statistical Office and Office for maintaining the Register of Births, Marriages and Deaths), at the meeting held on 26.04.2012, agreed on the details and techniques regarding the type of data and the manner of their processing based on the technical possibilities of these institutions. The following was agreed at this meeting:
· The working group to submit to the Ministry of Interior a request for list of all Citizens of the Republic of Macedonia over the age of 18, ( turning 18 by 31/02/2012). In that list in an appropriate way to mark those persons who have been issued biometric ID card or passport by 30.04.2012.
· The Ministry of Interior based on the request of the Working Group to submit the requested list to State Statistical Office by 7 May.
· The State Statistical Office based on the obtained list from the Ministry of Interior, to update the data in the Voters' List within 10 days, in order to  determine how many and which persons registered in the Voters' List have not been issued biometric ID card or passport.
· The Ministry of Interior, upon request by the working group should analyze the new situation resulting from the operations of the State Statistical Office (to  make analysis of those persons that have not been issued  biometric ID card or passport, and are registered in the Voters' List - number of  persons who possess invalid permanent ID cards, who have not made ​​any status or other change , as the most "risky" group in order to check for deceased persons or persons who temporarily are working or staying aboard.

4. The third meeting of the Working group was held on 29.05.2012, according to the following agenda:
· Presentation of the results from the organizational -technical and methodological processing of the data in the Voters' List in accordance to the conclusions from the second meeting of the Working group and the separate meeting held on 26.04.2012,
· Determination of the next concrete measures and activities based on the presented results, in terms implementation of the inspection, in accordance to the recommendations from the OSCE/ODIHR Final Report,
· Discussions about the need for proposals for amending and supplementing the Electoral Code in regard to the provisions relating to the Voters' List.

5. The following conclusions were  adopted at the third  meeting  of the Working group:
Conclusion 1
· The Ministry of Interior to submit regularly, by the end of the month , to the Working Group for inspection of the Voter’s list, data on the number of persons who have been issued biometric ID card or passport in the course of the previous month.

Conclusion 2
· The Ministry of Interior to submit to the Working Group data on the total number of persons who have submitted requests for issuing biometric ID card or passport by 31 May 2023, regardless whether they have been issued he document or not , including those who have been scheduled for photographing within the stated period .
· The Ministry of Interior is to submit the information to the Working Group for inspection of Voters List no later than 15 June 2012.

Conclusion 3
· All participants in the Working Group for inspection of the Voter’s Lists ,that have concrete proposals for amending  or supplementing of the provisions in the Electoral Code related to the Voters’ List ,should submit in writing the proposals to State Election Commission , no later than 15 June 2012.
· The State Election Commission should forward the received proposals to the working group on amending Electoral Code.
· The State Election Commission regularly informs you and submits materials about all undertaken activities in regard to the with inspection of the Voters list , in accordance with the recommandations given by the Steering Committee.

II. Regarding the activities that remain to be implemented after the reporting period  State Electoral Commission reports the following:
The State Election Commission according to the conclusions of the 3rd meeting of the Working Group on inspection of the Voter’s List held on 29 May 2012, submitted to the Ministry of Interior Request for the data with number 17-191/23 dated 31 May 2012 setting a deadline for their submission by 15 June 2012. Considering the fact that requested information has not been received within the set deadline, the Commission submitted Urgent request, number 03-846/1 dated 18 June 2012.
After receiving the request data, a meeting of the Working Group will be scheduled in order to analyze the received data from the Ministry of Interior.

III. Regarding the next steps (implementation of the roadmap activities, deadlines, the possibility of shortening the deadlines or possible delays on certain activities) State Electoral Commission reports the following:
The State Election Commission in the fourth meeting of the Working Group which is to be subsequently scheduled, and taking into account the above stated, will determine the next activities for inspection of the Voter List pursuant to the guidelines given by the Steering committee for implementation of recommendations from OSCE/ODIHR final report for the early parliamentary elections held in 2011, and you would be timely informed on the reached conclusions.
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