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 ▶ pr e fac e 

The Republic of Macedonia, for the sixth time now, received 
a recommendation for the initiation of negotiations for 
membership of the European Union. However, as expected, 
the main news was missing – the date for the start of the 
negotiations. This report notes all the tasks in an objective 
manner! The Republic of Macedonia is already in the Euro-
integration process, and shows institutional readiness and 
administrative efficiency. But the challenge remains – to 
achieve full membership in EU and NATO. The advantages 
of this strategic goal, with almost general consensus, shall 
be immense, but the realisation of all of this depends on us.  

The recommendation is an opportunity and an obligation 
to show progress in the approaching period. Macedonia 

has fulfilled the Copenhagen political criteria on a satisfactory level. The harmonisation of our 
legislation with European legislation has reached a level after which is recommended that we 
continue to the next phase in the accession process. All of this carries a great responsibility for 
us, as we show European member-countries that we are worthy to join the family. 

In order to maintain the tempo of the reforms, before publishing this report, we held a series of 
meetings in the European Affairs Secretariat with the institutions, which are the implementers of 
the reforms and policies in the Republic of Macedonia within different fields. Immediately after 
its publication, we presented an initial analysis or the so-called ‘first reading’ of the document. 
I am deeply convinced that we need to be open in this process, honest and realistic – we need 
to have a comprehensive and reformative process. We conducted a series of meetings with 
representatives from the universities, judicial institutions, non-governmental organisations, 
representatives from the media and the business community, as well as other organisations 
and stakeholders. I am convinced that in this manner we shall increase mutual trust in society, 
through the quality of the reforms and the responsibility for successful mitigation of the remarks 
from the report, which remains the fundamental instrument in the process of the country’s 
integration.

We are well aware that repeating the recommendation for the sixth time has an effect on the 
expectations of citizens and the dynamics of the reforms, but, it is important for us, this year too, 
to be focused directly on the reform agenda and the topics from the report. These include the 
judiciary, freedom of expression, good inter-ethnic relations, political dialogue and resolution 
of the name issue. Thus, the recommendation itself is an additional incentive for us to focus on 
these important topics. 

It is very important to have an independent and non-selective judiciary, which shall guarantee 
justice for all citizens on an equal basis – a judiciary trusted by everyone. This is more important 
for us than it is for Brussels. Freedom of expression, as a fundamental democratic right, is 
guaranteed by the Constitution that is why we need to show a deserved potential to build a 
better image for Macedonia. Mainly, for citizens to be able to freely express their opinions. 
Media independence remains a permanent priority, as well as  political dialogue, for which 
we should create a better climate and concrete achievements. Good inter-ethnic relations are 

of crucial importance for our society, and respect and mutual confidence without ethnic or 
religious prejudice is more than a virtue. Good neighbourly relations should express our values, 
show that we are open and ready, through mutual respect, to overcome any challenge and build 
bridges of friendship.

However, to accomplish all this, we need to be aware and ready for sacrifice. We need to 
sacrifice something today, to have a better tomorrow. A language of consensus and compromise, 
although it may be difficult, has proven to be the only one, opening pathways and offering new 
possibilities!

fatmir Besimi, phD

Deputy Prime Minister 
for European Affairs
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 ▶ Se a t e a M

Jovan andonovski, Ma
State Secretary

 
In 2014 we received the sixth consecutive recommendation which indicates 
continuity in the fulfillment of the criteria and constant improvement of 
the processes, and proves our undisputed will to overcome the challenges 
and meet our strategic goal – EU accession. In the year ahead, I expect the 
reform process to continue with the Government keeping its dedication 
and work in the fields that require additional progress, and I would like 
to reiterate that this requires the engagement, dedication, as well as the 
responsibility of all stakeholders in our society.

Musli abdija, Ma
Head of Cabinet

The European dream, for another year, has managed to 
sustain the enthusiasm and dedication of the Secretariat 
for European Affairs for the purpose of the successful 
realisation of the tasks and obligations we had set for 
ourselves, as well as the tasks arising from our efforts 
to fulfill exactly everything that our European partners 
require from us. 

That is the dream that I see in the eyes of my co-workers 
at SEA every day, as well as in the eyes of my colleagues in the other institutions with whom I 
am connected through my everyday work and share the same aspiration, through coordination 
to make our contribution towards the goal that would bring the country closer to the large 
European family. On one hand, I see an unusual combination of faded enthusiasm, which 
refuses to give in, in the eyes of my more experienced colleagues that have dedicated an entire 

career to this dream, and the vigour and fresh enthusiasm of new colleagues joining SEA, on the 
other hand, with faith and hope that the integration of our country into the European Union is 
the best option, while the effort put into this mission is a direct contribution towards the future 
mutual wellbeing of our close ones, our children and our fellow citizens. 

The reiteration of the recommendation for opening  talks on the part of the European Union 
this year also serves as evidence of our dedication and hard work, evidence of the successful 
completion of the given tasks. However, the prolongation of this process requires tremendous 
energy to sustain such enthusiasm. At the Secretariat for European Affairs this vigour is strong 
and reflects the vigour of our fellow citizens who strongly believe in Macedonia’s European 
future. Aware of the challenges, difficulties and obstacles that await us, we are going to continue 
our work with the same dedication until the European dream is realised in full. 

Selvet Baruti, Ma
State Adviser for the Support of the Integration Process (currently assigned to the Mission in 
Brussels)

Both EU and NATO membership for the Republic 
of Macedonia remain our strategic priorities.This is 
the consensual position of all political parties in our 
country, and this aspiration has the highest support 
of our citizens. Despite the six years spent in waiting, 
we shall continue to work with positive energy and 
professionally towards fulfilling the various EU 
standards and criteria necessary for fully-fledged 
membership within the EU..This is my guiding thought 
that also carries my personal dedication about how 

much I can contribute to this process. This wish of mine, which is also a great responsibility, 
arises from my feelings as a mother who cares about the future of her son and of everybody else. 
Let us bring the European Union to Macedonia! 

Dragan tilev, Ma
State Adviser for the Support of EU Membership Negotiations

It is my personal opinion that in the course of 2014, Macedonia 
was functioning in an extremely complex environment. At home, 
we had presidential and parliamentary elections, with all the 
challenges that are brought about by this political operation, while 
in terms of foreign affairs, and there were for the new European 
Parliament and the new composition of the European Commission 
was established as well. The Macedonian administration, in such 
complicated circumstances and through exceptional efforts, still 
managed to maintain the ‘positive tension’, to secure progress in its 
key reforms and to continue the now ten-year long implementation 
of SAA. The sixth recommendation of the EC to the Council of the 
EU proves this result. In 2015, I expect the new EP and EC to bring 
fresh positive energy in devising ways to resolve our long-lasting 
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dispute, and to secure the credibility of the enlargement process, as well as the credibility of 
theEuropean Union’s institutional mechanisms. I am deeply convinced that the Macedonian 
administration is fully prepared at any time – why not in 2015? – to successfully startthe accession 
negotiations for the membership of the Republic of Macedonia in the European Union, thus 
continuing and deepening the ongoing,wide-ranging reforms.

ljiljatrpkovska
State Adviser for the Support of the Integration Process

The verification of proposals concerning activities involved inthe 
delivery of EU priorities within the strategic goals of the state, which 
SEA submits to the Government of the Republic of Macedonia for 
approval, confirm the fulfilment of the basic coordinating function 
of SEA.
Institutional, inter-sectoralcooperation, as well asthe structure, 
administrative capacity, diligence, and professional approach when 
defining the relevant activities, are a precondition for the efficient 
implementation of the state’s EU policies.
The year 2014 was marked by the tenth anniversary of the successful 
SAA implementation, and the meetings of the subcommittees and 
the committee within this agreement, as well as the 2014-2020 
National Strategic Document. 
I expect 2015 to be marked by a new momentum in the EU process – the verification of documents 
that will contain measures and activities working towards the sustainability of reforms, HLAD 
priorities, and other activities from the state’s EU agenda.

Biljana Butlevska, Ma
Head of Sector for Integration

Despite all the challenges we are facing today, our accession 
to the European Union is a process that must go on. We are 
aware that this process is long and complex, but it will not 
discourage us from fulfilling our dream to become part of the 
European family. 
The Integration Sector consists of hardworking, skilled and 
creative people. 
Every day we work together with all the relevant institutions 
in order to establish European standards. I believe that 
together, we have the capacity and will to accomplish that.

Mbaresa Shaqiri
TAIEX National Contact Point 

This year as well, SEA cooperated in partnership and in open
manner with all state institutions to ensure a better and
more efficient use of the TAIEX instrument. This instrument
is an important mechanism of a direct cooperation with
the institutions of EU member countries during the
implementation of the necessary reforms of the European
agenda of Macedonia. The responsibility we all bear will affect
the progress of the country which is in a crucial period. With
our efforts we reaffirm our willingness to face and overcome
all challenges on the way towards the European Union.

orhideja Kaljoshevska, Ma
Head of Sector for Coordination of European Funds and 
Other Foreign Assistance

It is my pleasure to share with you the news around the 
coordination of IPA in the country.  Namely despite 
the difficulties the sector has been facing recently, 
we have achived results. The procedure for IPA-2 
Programming, being the most important component of 
the work of our sector in the course of 2014, was put 
forward continuously in a high quality fashion, and 
it received a positive assessment from our partners in 
Brussels granting the adoption of the National Strategic 
Document 2014-2020. I hope that what we are programming now will be easily absorbed in 
the near future as a portfolio in the form of projects and furthermore results in the accession 
process. 
I would like to point out that we are all thankful for the support we have been given from all the 
line ministries, other state institutions and the Government as a whole. We are going to continue 
with our activities, and by doing so we will contribute to the establishment of an efficient and 
modern system that will be highly operational and ready to address the challenges ahead for 
both IPA instruments.

natasha cenevska
Head of Sector for the Preparation of the National Version of the Acquis Communautaire

In 2014, the Sector for Preparation of the National Version 
of Acquis was focused on upgrading and modernizing the 
process by putting in place a comprehensive computer 
assisted translation system. Moreover, it was a year 
dedicated on building the capacities for specific knowledge 
of the participants in the process as well as introducing 
new methodologies in the terminology work. 
In the forthcoming year we plan to broaden the ground 
established during 2014. 
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Melani novakovska
Head of Sector for Management and Public Relations

For us, this year was the year in which the Secretariat 
for European Affairs was guided by the principles of 
transparent and inclusive work. 
Beside using the tools of public two-way communication, 
social media, the publicaton of a monthly e-bulletin, and the 
publication of a monograph marking the tenth anniversary 
of the implementation of the Stabilisation and Association 
Agreement, we also focused on the establishment of a 
structured dialogue with civil society, youth, the academic 
and business communities, and media representatives. 
Soon after we received the EC Report, we started holding 
separate discussions with different community stakeholders,providing them with a forum 
to share their proposals towards achieving the findings of the report. For the first time, civil 
society and the business community were included in the broad consultative process of IPA 2 
programming.
In order to increase the visibility of IPA projects and their possibilities, the EU/IPA communication 
coordinators network was established within the initiation plans for the implementation of 
the IPA Communication Strategy. This is an important basis for the forthcoming building of 
a communication structure dedicated to an EU funds-related processes within the Republic of 
Macedonia.
In the course of the following year, I expect the visibility of the EU processes to increase, which 
will contribute towards keeping a positive public opinion about the process in the public eye. 

Vanja efremovska
Head of Sector for Financial Affairs

In 2014, the Financial Affairs Sector continuously 
implemented the coordination of the process of 
realisation of the 2014 Budget of the Secretariat for 
European Affairs and the 2014-2016 Strategic Plan 
It also looked after the promotion of the process for 
the,establishment, implementation, development and 
maintenance offinancial management and control for 
the purpose of the accurate monitoring and application 
of the laws and bylaws in the field of budgets and 
financial operations.  

ljubisha Stefanoski, llM
Head of Sector for General and Legal Affairs

I can say with great pleasure that despite the numerous 
challenges, difficulties and obstacles we have been 
faced with, and thanks to the excellent organisation, 
cooperation, coordination, and dedicated work, our 
sector has shown positive results yet again from its 
operations in 2014. 

I would like to point out especially that in compliance 
with the obligation undertaken by the Secretariat for 
European Affairs for the proper implementation of the 
ISO 9001:2008 and ISO 14001:2004 standards, the sector, with dedication and predetermined 
dynamics, in continuity, undertook all necessary measures and activities to update, promote, 
and continuously improve the quality of its work, as well as in the protection of the environment. 

As in the past year, in 2015 I expect the sector, with the same pace and energy, but with 
even greater enthusiasm from its employees, to continue to be dedicated to the realisation 
and implementation of the activities envisaged in the Strategic Plan and the Operating Plan 
of the Secretariat for European Affairs. Through continued monitoring of reforms in state 
administration and the proper implementation of the regulations of the Republic of Macedonia 
towards more efficient and more effective compliance with the Secretariat for European Affairs 
and for the purpose of providing solid logistic and administrative support for the remaining 
sectors of the Secretariat,that work dedicated in implementing the activities towards overcoming 
the challenges,we will meet our strategic goal, which is EU accession.

Daut hajrulahi
Head of Sector for Information and Communication Technology

The ICT sector, with the support it provides to 
SEA, directly influences the improvement of the 
functionality and efficiency of SEA, and it also 
facilitates access to  public  information about the 
work and engagements of SEA.
We take our work very seriously because by engaging 
ourselves, we contribute to the efficient work of the 
Secretariat, and to the process itself. 
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Marija Grubovikj
Head of Unit of Strategic Planning, Policy Building and Monitoring, and Technical Implementation 
of EU Projects

This year we wanted to contribute to the 
implementation of the planned activities and 
measures in accordance with the established 
strategic priorities of SEA, as well as to secure 
understanding and support for our efforts in 
the fulfilment of the strategic goal of our state –
European Union membership. The process of 
accession to the European Union does not belong to 
SEA only – it belongs to all citizens of the Republic 
of Macedonia. Therefore, the continuation of the 
reform processes, the grounding political and 
economic reforms, and long-term efforts to create a European democratic society shall remain 
as key priorities in the forthcoming period as well. 

elizabeta Buova
Head of SEA Training Center 

Having in mind the challenges and the capacity 
building modalities, 2014 was an interesting 
year for the SEA Training Center. Definitely, this 
year was marked with a number of successful 
cooperation endeavors with the donors and 
with the cooperation that we foster with the 
Macedonian institutions at central and local level. 
One of the fundamental elements and pillars of the 
overall reform process of the European integration 
is specifically the human capacity of the state 
services, the key driving force of the process. 

Therefore, throughout the past years, and even more so in 2015 and the years to come, the 
main priority of the SEA Training Center shall be our continuous work on strengthening the 
administrative capacities, thus contributing towards the institutional capacities of the state. At 
the same time, we shall work on finding and providing different forms and fora for training, 
education, information and exchange of experiences. 

 ▶ Se c tor f or i n t e G r at ion

 ▶ Se c tor f or M a naG e M e n t a n D p u Bl ic r e l at ion S
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proceSS of european inteGration

hiGhliGhtS of eVentS DurinG 2014

Stabilisation and association agreement – Saa

On 1 April 2014 we celebrated 
the tenth anniversary of the 
enforcement of the Stabilisation 
and Association Agreement 
(SAA) and the thirteenth 
anniversary of the enforcement of 
the Interim Agreement on Trade 
and Trade-related matters.The 
conclusion of the Stabilisation 
and Association Agreement is of 
exceptional significance for the 
development of the relationship 
between the Republic of 

Macedonia and the European Union.It introduced a new quality between the contractual 
relationships of both parties, the component-association, which encompasses elements of a 
higher degree of affiliation and togetherness.The conclusion of the Stabilisation and Association 
Agreement also had great political significance, since the Republic of Macedonia received the 
status of a potential European candidate, which opened the possibility for future accession to 
the European Union.
The agreement set the ten-year timeframe for the preparation for accession.Implementing the 
provisions from the Stabilisation and Association Agreement also contributed to the promotion 
of the political, economic and institutional stabilisation of the Republic of Macedonia, especially 
through the development of civil society and democratisation, the strengthening of institutions, 
reforms of the public administration, strengthened trade and economic cooperation, and the 
strengthening of tnational and regional safety. Continuous efforts have been made for the 
establishment of the necessary mechanisms in the field of justice and home affairs.
The Republic of Macedonia has kept a perfect track record of implementation so far.In 2008, the 
European Commission concluded that ‘Republic of Macedonia is fulfilling all obligations from 
the first phase of the implementation prescribed in Chapter V’.
Therefore, the European Commission, in 2009, submitted a proposal to the Council of the 
European Union for the transition of the Republic of Macedonia into the second phase of the 
association.
The advantages from the passage into the second phase of SAA shall be especially visible in the 
following areas:the establishment of companies, service providing, free movement of capital and 
further harmonisation of national legislation with European legislation.
On the occasion of this anniversary, the Secretariat for European Affairs prepared a monograph, 
which was presented in front of the national audience and in front of  representatives of the 
European institutions in Brussels.The project has been supported by the National Democratic 
Institute (NDI).

national programme for the adoption of the acquis communautaire (npaa) 

The National Programme for 
the Adoption of the Acquis 
Communautaire (NPAA), as a 
key, comprehensive and strategic 
document, defines the dynamic 
for the adoption of the Acquis 
Communautaire, the strategic 
targets, policies, reforms, structures, 
resources and deadlines that need 
to be met for the Republic of 
Macedonia to fulfil the conditions for membership of the European Union.
In order to better familiarise the competent directorates of the European Commission (EC) with 
the plans of our country related to the process of European integration, in July 2014, a meeting 
was held in Brussels to present NPAA revisions 2014. Those present were introduced to the key 
efforts about the reforms and short-term priorities of NPAA revision 2014, as well as the process 
for planning the NPAA, its implementation and the further steps, such as further legislative 
harmonisation, distribution of financial and human resources and the use of IPA funds.
The Working Committee for European Integration and its sub-committee held regular meetings, 
as a follow-up mechanism for the level of realisation of the NPAA, whereas, a total of 12 sessions 
were held.

Furthermore, according to an already established practice, the ninth cycle of revisions of NPAA 
2015 has started, to address the recommendations from this year’s report, with the intensive 
inclusion of representatives from all relevant state institutions. For the first time this year, the 
representatives from the civil sector had the opportunity to submit their own proposals on how 
to address the recommendations from the report, as early as possible in the phase of preparation 
of NPAA for 2015.
During 2014 the activities for building the capacities of the NPAA working groups continued, 
especially as regards monitoring analytical skills.The training sessions were conducted with the 
support of our partners from the EU member-countries.Within the established cooperation with 
GIZ, there were several workshops for enhancing the quality of the style of writing and reporting 
on the key strategic documents.On the other hand, within Memorandum for Understanding 
with the Republic of Hungary and the Joint Programme called Future partners in EU, there were 
special training events held to strengthen the research and analytic capacities of the employees 
within the state institutions in the Republic of Macedonia.This project was completed with the 
support of the National Democratic Institute.
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Visit B2

At the beginning of 2014, just before the 
publication of this year’s Progress Report for 
the Republic of Macedonia, a Delegation of 
the DG Enlargement group from the European 
Commission, headed by Mr. David Cullen, held 
a meeting with the team from the Secretariat for 
European Affairs, which coordinates the process 
of European integration, under the leadership of 
the Deputy Prime Minister of the Government 
of the Republic of Macedonia responsible for 
European Affairs, Fatmir Besimi, PhD. This was 
the first visit of this kind ever held in any of the 

aspiring countries for EU membership.
The meeting was an excellent opportunity for the coordinators from the Secretariat for European 
Affairs to establish direct communication with their colleagues from the Directorate General 
for Enlargement. During the meeting, they discussed the key priorities for Macedonia in the 
process of European integration, as well as the mechanisms for further promotion of mutual 
cooperation in order to provide a quality monitoring of the reform processes in the country.

eu Mission of Macedonia in Brussels

The Mission has worked continuously on 
strengthening the position and improving the 
perception of the Republic of Macedonia in 
Brussels, as well as on promoting the efficiency 
of the coordination and collaboration with the 
institutions of the European Union, and with 
the representatives of the EU Member States. 
Furthermore, SEA through the Mission in 
Brussels has contributed to the preparation, 
organization and monitoring the 10th cycle of 
the SAA Sub-committees, regular monitoring 
of the work of the EU institutions and active 
participation in the EU working bodies, in 
order to provide the necessary information regarding any modifications at EU level and at level 
of the Member States, and appropriate presentation of the reforms in the Republic of Macedonia. 
At the same time, a number of detailed analyses for the new institutional structure of EU, 
established in 2014, including the new European Parliament and the new Constitution of the 
European Commission, have been prepared, and also a number of events have been organised, 
with emphasis on those events dedicated on the presentation of NPAA for 2014 in front of a 
number of representatives of EC. Also, there was an emphasis on the Promotion, in Brussels, of 
the Monograph for the 10-years of the implementation of SAA. Within the regular activities, a 
number of visits of the Deputy Prime Minister of the Republic of Macedonia, Besimi, and the 
other members of the Government of the Republic of Macedonia in the EU institutions, as well 
as presentations in influential think tanks have been organised.

Memorandum with universities 

For the first time this year, in order 
to provide greater inclusiveness 
within the EU accession process, the 
Memorandum for Cooperation were 
signed with several universities to 
deepen cooperation and to prepare 
joint projects for research, debate, 
lectures and joint application for 
funding in the country and abroad.

cooperation with the civil Sector

In the past year, the Secretariat 
for European Affairs worked on 
the promotion of the cooperation 
with the civil sector in direction 
of building mutual confidence 
and developing a partnership. 
This was noted in the last EC 
Progress Report for the Republic of 
Macedonia, where it is stated that 
the "Secretariat for European Affairs 
has taken steps for improvement of 
the consultation and coordination 
with the civil organizations”.  
In 2014, civil society organizations 
were included in the processes for information, consulting and creation of SEA policies, through: 
presentation of the revised NPAA for 2014, holding a separate public debate on the EC 2014 
Progress Report for the Republic of Macedonia, call for proposals to resolve the remarks given 
in the 2014 Report, whereas, eighteen organizations responded with their proposals.  Last year, 
the civil sector participated in numerous public events organized by the Secretariat for European 
Affairs.
In the field of EU/IPA funds, civil society organizations were involved in the processes of 
planning, programming and monitoring the implementation of the funds. 
The National Strategic document was presented in front of the public.
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Secretariat of the national ipa coorDinator (nipac Secretariat)

The year 2014 was an intensive and significant one in terms of programming and the strategic 
coordination of EU assistance in the Republic of Macedonia.This process was coordinated by 
Secretariat for European Affairs, Sector for the coordination of EU funds and other foreign 
assistance, acting as a NIPAC Secretariat. It was also the year of the completion of the previous 
programming cycle of the Pre-Accession Instrument IPA – that is the programming period 
from 2007 to 2013, and marked the start of the new operative programming cycle of IPA- 2014-
2020 (so called IPA-2). It should be emphasised that the main focus of the NIPAC Secretariat 
‘s work was the preparation for the start of IPA-2 programming.This was a very complex and 
extensive exercise which requires strong inter-sectorial and interministerial consultations on 
several levels, with close cooperation with EU Delegation in Macedonia,
As regards the completion of IPA-1, it is especially important to mention that the Republic 
of Macedonia, in the IPA 2007  - 2013, engaged significant resources, time and efforts in the 
creation of a functional and complex decentralised system for managing IPA funds.The scope 
of these ‘system investments’ reflected, to a certain extent, a limitation of available resources 
for the absorption of the funds. In this context, for the next period from 2014 to 2020, NIPAC 
Secretariat is expecting that Macedonian operational structures for IPA funds will show a better 
absorption rates, as well as a greater quality of interventions, bearing in mind the fact that 
the most difficult period (the period for the systemic building of the necessary institutions/
capacities for managing these EU funds) is already behind us. Furthermore, we have defined, 
through, significant experience and knowledge the best manner in which to materialise and 
realise these funds in our daily lives. The responsibilities of NIPAC Secretariat cover not only 
the areas of programming, but also, equally, monitoring and evaluation at a programming level, 
from where it draws information about improving implementation and, the improvement 
of the programming it self. Finally, regular communication with all other relevant factors in 
DIS structures enables improvement in the culture of the operations, the capability to work 
according to strictly defined rules, terms and principles, as well as increasing awareness for the 
responsibility of every individual in this system.
As a symbolic completion of the IPA-1, during November-December 2014 three last Financing 
Agreements from IPA 2007-2013 have been  signed.

ipa proJectS for 2014

innovative educational programmes for strengthening environmental resources in 
the cross-border region of pelagonija/florina – ‘Zoo inovativa’

project objective: Contributing to the 
strengthening of natural resources in the 
cross-border region of Pelagonia/Florina, 
by introducing innovative educational 
programmes, strengthening the capacities 
for the management of the biodiversity of 
the stakeholders in the region, building 
infrastructure in ZOO Bitola to support 
the institutional capacities for protection 
of the environment and implementing an 
awareness-raising campaign for the citizens 
from the region through the development of 

a digital media package.The project also includes a reconstruction of the ZOO in Bitola, by 
building and improving of the animals’ habitats.
Total Budget: €600.000 (IPA funds and funds from the budget of the Republic of Macedonia)

alternative tourism in Debar 

project objective: Improving the infrastructure near 
the coast of the Debar Lake through construction of 
a pedestrian zone with pavements on the Debar Lake, 
which will contribute to attracting more foreign and 
domestic visitors. Furthermore, the project will engage 
tour guides, who will be at disposal for promotion of 
the tourist offer of Debar.    
Total budget: EUR 238.320.00 (IPA funds and funds 
from the Budget of the Republic of Macedonia)

alternative services for pre-school children – early childhood care

project objective: Providing alternative activities for pre-school children 
and social assistance for vulnerable categories of children and families in 
the regions of Thessaloniki and Serres in Greece and Bitola.
The scope of the project covers strengthening the resources for providing 
alternative educational services in the period of early childhood for the 
marginalised pre-school children in the rural and isolated areas.

Total budget: €500.000  (IPA funds and funds from the budget of of the 
Republic of Macedonia)
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Strengthening the administrative capacities of regulatory bodies for 
telecommunications and media, for efficient regulation of new digital multipurpose 
services

project objective: The efficient regulation of new 
digital multipurpose services in order to provide better 
development, and at the same time improving users 
protection.
Total budget: €900.000 (IPA funds and funds from the 
budget of the Republic of Macedonia)

rehabilitation and upgrading the railway station 
in Skopje according to best eu practices 

project objective: Rehabilitation and modernisation 
of the railway station in 
Skopje according to the best 
experiences of the European 
Union, including improvement 
of accessibility for passengers, 
including passengers with 
disabilities, as well as improving 
safety and security through the 
modernisation of the signalling 

and information systems, in order to respond to the requests and 
needs of passengers, including passengers with disabilities. 

Total budget: €2.215.739.87 (IPA funds and funds from the budget 
of the Republic of Macedonia)
 
Development of integrated tourism products for sustainable economic development 
of the region of Korca and Gostivar

project objective: Improving the economic 
development through creation of tourism 
development capacities, by investing in human 
resources, small-scaled infrastructural activities 
and integrated participation in all tourism related 
entities. The project includes analysis of the needs of 
the tourism sector in Gostivar, establishment of data 
base of tourist organisations, which will contribute 
to the practical work of the pupils from the 
secondary school of tourism, preparing mountain 
trails, professional training of 10 mountain guides, 
publication of a brochure which will present the tourist offer of the Municipality of Gostivar and 
the Municipality of Korca.  
Total budget: EUR  244.698.87(IPA funds and funds from the Budget of the Republic of 
Macedonia)

rehabilitation and expansion of the sewage network in prilep 

project objective: Maintenance and improvement of 
the quality of the waste water infrastructure, which 
shall provide the centralised collection of waste 
waters for at least 90% of the population in Prilep.The 
project shall provide a replacement of the old sewage 
network, which shall reduce the risk of flooding and 
shall contribute to the protection of the environment 
by reducing pollution of water reservoirs.
Total Budget: €6.3 million(IPA funds and funds from 

the budget of the Republic of Macedonia)

Support for women from the conflict affected minorities 
grantcontract (Struga)

project objective: Enhance employment of women affected 
by conflict (ethnic Albanians, Roma women, Macedonian, 
etc.) The general objective of this project is maintaining 
access to the labour market for women affected by conflict.
Total Budget: €261,680.00 (IPA funds and funds from the budget 
of the Republic of Macedonia)

action of the women for establishing a theatre centre (tetovo)

project objective: Improving the involvement of women in the field of art and exchange of 
experiences and practices for intercultural cooperation. Furthermore, it will contribute 
to improving the strategy of the public administration and the cultural organisations, 
also to improving the professional skills and knowledge of the artists in the theatre 
and the co-production, which will include artists from Albania, Macedonia and Italy.
Total budget: EUR 80.000.00 (IPA funds and funds from the Budget of the Republic of Macedonia)

promotion of energy efficiency in buildings and protection of the environment 
(peeBpe) (car Samoil Secondary School in resen) 

project objective: Motivating local societies and 
authorities regarding the great potential of the public and 
corporate buildings for reducing energy consumption.
The next objective shall be the proposal of all possible 
interventions for these buildings, in order to reduce their 
energy consumption, and to cover a significant part of 
their consumption with environmental and renewable 
technologies for obtaining energy.
The project for the Car Samoil Secondary School in 
Resen includes reconstruction to achieve the energy 
efficiency of the building.
Total Budget: €700.000 (IPA funds and funds from the 

budget of the Republic of Macedonia)
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 ▶ e - Bu l l et i n S of Se a

The two-day Summit of the European Council was held in Brussels during which the leaders of the EU 
Member States discussed the challenges of the European Union such as the enlargement and the economic 
development.
At the summit,they confirmed the fact that the enlargement remains a key objective for the European Union 
which contributed to the preservation and promotion of the mutual benefits - peace, security and economic 
development. The Council of the European Union expressed satisfaction that the European agenda remains 
a strategic priority for the Republic of Macedonia and the Commission agreed with the assessment that the 
country has a high level of harmonization with the EU legislation and sufficiently fulfills the political criteria.
December 19, 2014
 

Meeting Besimi - Mogherini in Brussels 

The Deputy Prime Minister, Fatmir Besimi, PhD had a 
meeting with the High Representative of the Union for 
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy and Vice-President 
of the European Commission, Federica Mogherini. 
At the meeting Besimi stressed that the Government 
has been working hard on the implementation of the 
planned reforms and regarding the last European 
Commission Report he considered it as objective. The 
recommendation to start the negotiations for accession 
to the EU is crucial for the Republic of Macedonia - 
added Besimi. Among other things, he informed 
Mogherini on the recent activities of the Government to 
improve the situation in priority areas, including in the 

regional context. In addition, Besimi took the opportunity to congratulate Mogherini for her new position and 
wished her successful work during her mandate.  December 11, 2014

Summit of the european CounCil

E-Bulletin December 2014
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Hahn: Political unity and Development of Acceleration of EU Integration

The Deputy Prime Minister of the Government in 
charge of European Affairs, Fatmir Besimi, had 
a meeting with the European Commissioner for 
Neighbourhood Policy and Enlargement Negotiations, 
Johannes Hahn, in Brussels.
At the meeting, the focus was put on the efforts of 
the Government towards the implementation of the 
reforms necessary for successful implementation 
of the European agenda. Also it was discussed 
about the draft-action plan of the Governement for 
implementation of the priorities in the key areas on the 
basis of the remarks in the Progress Report.
Commissioner Hahn, at the meeting underlined that 

the political and economic development were essential for accelerating the process of EU integration: “Only 
through dedicated work, openness and partnership, Macedonia and the other Western Balkan countries will be 
able to overcome the challenges and to become full members of the European Union,” said Hahn.
December 4, 2014

Deputy Prime Minister Besimi 
visits France

The Deputy Prime Minister of the Government 
in charge of European Affairs, Fatmir Besimi, 
PhD had a meeting with the Minister of State for 
European Affairs, Mr Harlem Dési. At the meeting, 
it was stressed that concidering the implemented 
reforms, Macedonia is already prepared to start the 
negotiations for membership in the European Union, 
so the support of France on the upcoming Summit 
of the European Council in December would be 
welcomed,having regard that France is one of the EU Member States that supports the integration of the 
Western Balkans. December 2, 2014

Meeting of Besimi and Lajčák
During the official visit to Slovakia, Besimi had a 
meeting with the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
for Foreign and European Affairs of the Slovak 
Republic, Miroslav Lajčák. The good bilateral relations 
between the two countries were put in the focus, as 
well as the opportunities for further deepening thereof.
The Deputy Prime Minister Besimi stressed that the 
readiness of the European Commission to continue 
the High Level Accession Dialogue (HLAD) was of 
great importance for the Republic of Macedonia.He 
underlined that the Government was prepared to set the next priorities in this direction, in order to maintain the 
positive momentum and pace of reforms aimed at bringing the country closer to the European Union.
December 10, 2014

Meeting of Besimi with Ivo Vajgl, the Rapporteur of the European 
Parliament on the Republic of Macedonia 

At the meeting with the new Rapporteur of the European Parliament 
on the Republic of Macedonia, Ivo Vajgl, the Deputy Prime Minister 
Fatmir Besimi congratulated him on the new function and thanked 
him for the support that Macedonia continuously receives by the 
European Parliament for the reforms and the European agenda, 
as well as for the support of the process of the starting negotiation 
process for membership in the European Union.
At the meeting they both underlined that the cooperation between 
the Republic of Macedonia and the European Parliament, as 
for now would continue with a strong pace and dynamics, and 
a common approach and support to the further improvement of the situation and the implementation of the 
reforms in every area of the society. December 5, 2014 

GIZ Support to the Secretariat for European Affairs

In the premises of the Secretariat for European Affairs, the Deputy 
Prime Minister Fatmir Besimi and the Director of the German 
International Cooperation (GIZ) Mr. James Macbeth Forbes 
signed the Agreement for implementation of the Macedonian-
German bilateral cooperation, a project that the Secretariat for 
European Affairs (SEA) has already been supporting for one year 
now in coordination of the reform process. The project amounts 
to EUR 1 million and the main objective is strengthening of the 
coordinative role of SEA in implementation of the reforms through 
the line ministries. December 17, 2014

Team Building of the Secretariat for European Affairs
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EU News
• EU‘s 2015 to-do list: Tax, economic integration, GMOs 

• Parliament approves EU budgets for 2014 and 2015 

• New EU-wide food labelling rules begin to apply 

• Human rights 365 days a year - and for all 

• Details emerge about the European Year for Development 2015 

• Poland‘s Tusk takes EU helm 

• A new era for EU Justice and Home Affairs policies 

• A New Start: European Commission work plan to deliver jobs, growth and investment 

• First three Rural Development Programmes get green light 

• Emily O‘Reilly re-elected as European ombudsman 

• 2 major challenges for Europe: investment and the Eastern neighbourhood 

 

Did you know that...?
• Turkey will hold the G20 presidency in 2015 and will host the tenth edition of the G20 leaders‘ summit  

• The EU is the third largest member of the G20 in terms of population, after China and India  

• Europe is the world‘s biggest donor of development aid  

 

International Days 
• January 27 - International Day of Commemoration in Memory of the Victims of the Holocaust

meeting of the Joint parliamentary Committee 
between macedonia and the eu

In Strasbourg the Deputy Prime Minister in charge for European Affairs Fatmir Besimi said that the Enlargement 
Policy is crucial for both the Republic of Macedonia and the European Union.The process of joining of the 
European continent will not be completed until the integration of the countries of the Western Balkans. In 
addition, Besimi informed the members of the Joint Parliamentary Committee about the reforms implemented 
in the country, the level of implementation of the EU agenda and the concrete achieved results.

In the headquarters of the European Parliament Besimi among others met with the Secretary General of the 
Council of Europe, Thorbjørn Jagland, MEP and the Rapporteur for the Republic of Macedonia Ivo Vajgl and 
other MEPs who stressed that Macedonia is a country which conducts the EU agenda more years than the 
other countries in the region and according to the results achieved, Macedonia is already prepared to start the 
negotiations for EU membership.

26-27 November 2014

E-Bulletin November 2014
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IPA 2 in front of the Committee on European Affairs at the Assembly of 
the Republic of Macedonia 

The Instrument for pre-accession assistance 2014-
2020, known as IPA 2 is a firm evidence of the partnership 
and the strong support that the Republic of Macedonia 
receives from the European Union - stressed Besimi.

With this instrument the Republic of Macedonia will 
have available a total of 664.2 million euros for the 
implementation of specific and strategic priorities in 
several areas including democracy and governance, 
rule of law and human rights, environment and climate 
action, transport, competitiveness and innovation, 
education, employment and social policies, horizontal 
mechanisms for inter-institutional cooperation, agriculture and rural development.

17 November 2014

Besimi:EU agenda is not about our left or right political provenience, it‘s 
about forward or backward move towards our European future!

In the Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia the Deputy Prime Minister for European Affairs Fatmir Besimi, 
PhD in front of the members of the Committee for European Affairs and representatives of the international 
community, presented the results and the level of 
implementation of the National Programme for the 
Adoption of the Acquis of the European Union - NPAA 
2014, Revision of the third quarter.

„The forthcoming period is very important for the 
process of European integration of the Republic of 
Macedonia, especially in terms of addressing the 
key recommendations in the priority areas from the 
Progress Report of the European Commission .In this 
direction the revision of the National Programme for the 
Adoption of the Acquis - NPAA 2015 Revision started, 
which will define the short- and medium-term activities 
based on the recommendations from the Report of the 
European Commission. The revision is expected to be completed and adopted by the end of the year. „ - said 
Besimi.

12 November 2014

The Report of the European Commission in front of the Chambers of 
Commerce

 The main topic of the discussion was the Progress 
Report of the European Commission for the Republic of 
Macedonia in 2014 and the Enlargement Strategy with 
emphasis on economic criteria.

In order to improve the awareness and the use of funds 
from the European instruments for financial support, at 
the initiative of the Secretariat for European Affairs it was 
agreed holding of public presentations and workshops 
in cooperation with the competent national authorities, 
representatives of the EU Delegation in Skopje and the 
representatives of the Chambers of Commerce.

20 November 2014

 

The European Union in Macedonia - Coffee break with the Italian Embassy

In the premises of the MK-EU Info Centre, the Secretariat for European Affairs in cooperation with the Italian 
Embassy held the first of the event series within the project „the European Union in Macedonia - Coffee break 
with the Italian Embassy.“

The main objective of this event is approximation of the values of the EU and its Member States to the 
citizens of the Republic of Macedonia, including young people in promoting the EU values, the possibility of 
involvement of everyone as well as closer informal cooperation with the media.

06 November 2014

Meetings held with the Ambassadors of the Kingdom of Spain and the 
Kingdom of Norway  

The meetings focused on the process of European integration of the Republic of Macedonia, the key 
achievements and challenges that the country is facing which are noted in the Report of the European 
Commission from October, the activities undertaken in order to achieve further progress until the meeting of 
the EU Council in December.   

Besimi with the new Ambassador of the Kingdom of Spain, H.E. 
Ramón Abaroa Carranza

 Besimi with the Ambassador of the Kingdom of Norway, H.E. Nils 
Ragnar Kamsvog
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Besimi on Working Meeting for inclusion of Roma and Roma refugees
„The Republic of Macedonia following the political course set by the European Union, is continuously joining 
the countries that show willingness to implement the principle of active protection of the rights of Roma, 
not only as a moral obligation for the state, but also for implementation of legal regulated duty of care for 
this community...In regional terms, Macedonia has significantly raised the level of treatment of minorities in 
general. „ - underlined the Deputy Prime Minister of the Republic of Macedonia, Fatmir Besimi, PhD.

Among other things, he stressed the outstanding desire and commitment of the Government of the Republic 
of Macedonia through the budget and through EU / IPA funds to contribute to the realisation of priorities arising 
from the Decade of Roma.

13 November 2014 

Support from the German International Cooperation (GIZ) for the 
Macedonian EU integration process

 
A Workshop held in Ohrid for adoption of the NPAA 
Revision 2015

The National Programme for the Adoption of the 
Legislation of European Union in 2015, which should be 
adopted by the end of the year, will define the strategy 
of Macedonian EU integration process.More than one 
hundred experts from the state administration were 
involved in the creation of the NPAA Revision 2015.
Michael Sametz (GIZ) noted that the international 
experts were impressed by the European spirit of the 
participants, of their professionalism and high quality 
of the produced documents that are part of the NPAA.

26-28 November

 

Preparation of the National Version of the Acquis, 
cooperation realised between the Republic of 
Macedonia and Kosovo

The Preparation of the National Version of the 
Acquisis an important step in the Macedonian 
EU integration process.The Strengthening of the 
capacities that work in this area is done by the 
Macedonian-German bilateral cooperation within a 
project implemented by GIZ.

The Representatives of the Ministry of European 
Integration of Kosovo were in a working visit of the 
SEA in order to exchange experience and working 
practices in the field of preparation of the National 
Version of the Acquis.

Conducted TAIEX Mission in Skopje
The Secretariat for European Affairs hosted a mission from TAIEX 
Department of the European Commission led by Ms. Chiara Pelino, 
responsible for Macedonia.Pelino during the visit held mettings with 
the national contact point for TAIEX, the local contact persons in the 
institutions of the Republic of Macedonia and the representative of 
the Delegation of the European Union in Skopje. The main topic was 
the current use of the TAIEX funds by the Republic of Macedonia as 
well as for the planned needs for the next year.

24 November 2014

 

EU News
• Pope Francis delivers a message „to all the citizens of Europe“ at the European Parliament

• Investing €315 billion to jump-start the EU economy

• Unpaid bills sink EU budget talks

• Juncker defines 10 priorities for EU, seeks inter- institutional support

• Three decades of EP observation missions

• EU - Moldova deal approved

• New rules proposed to put an end to ‚too big to fail‘ banks

• No more plastic bags polluting our environment

Did you know that ...?
• In July 2010, the United Nations General Assembly created UN Women, the United Nations Entity for 

Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women 

• Europe‘s 23m small businesses (SMEs) account for 99 % of businesses, provide 67 % of jobs and   
create 85 % of all new jobs 

• The EU is the world‘s biggest trader, accounting for 16.5% of the world‘s imports and exports 

• With just 7% of the world‘s population, the EU‘s trade with the rest of the world accounts for around   
20% of global exports and imports 

International Days 
• December 1 - World AIDS Day

• December 3 - International Day of Persons with Disabilities 

• December 5 - International Volunteer Day

• December 10 - Human Rights Day 

• December 18 - International Migrants Day
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Series of public discussions on the occasion of the european Commission‘s 
2014 progress report for the republic of macedonia 

On the occasion of receiving the 2014 EU 
Progress Report for the Republic of Macedonia, 
the Secretariat for European Affairs in order to 
achieve greater transparency and inclusiveness 
of the process, in cooperation with other state 
institutions for certain areas, has organized a series 
of consultation meetings and discussions with the 
civil society, academia, representatives of the media 
associations and organizations and the judiciary.

„We must be together to overcome the challenges. 
Only through partnership we can have progress“ 
- Besimi said, referring to the call for active 
participation and submission of proposals to the 
SEA to address the EU Commission findings in the Report which will lead to achieve greater inclusiveness and 
transparency in the preparation of the revision of the NPAA.

In presenting the findings of the European Commission Report, the Deputy Prime Minister Besimi addressed 
the Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia at a joint session of the National European Integration Council and 
at the 34th meeting of the Working Committee for European Integration – WCEI.

E-Bulletin October 2014

Statements regarding the European Commission Progress Report for the 
Republic of Macedonia

Fatmir Besimi, PhD, Deputy 
Prime Minister of the 
Government of the Republic 
of Macedonia in charge of 
European Affairs:

„It is important that the Republic 
of Macedonia this year has 
also a recommendation to start 
negotiations with the European 
Union, which is important for the 
further implementation of the 
reform process.

This is another confirmation that 
the enlargement remains on the 
agenda of the European Union.

The suggestions given in the 
European Commission Report 
were taken with the utmost 
seriousness and we have 
continued immediately with the 
maximum commitment to the 
EU reform agenda, in order to 
show progress in the next period 
because it is in the interest of all 
ou citizens.“

Mr.Aivo Orav, EU Ambassador to 
Macedonia:

„The key message that the 
European Commission is 
communicating with the Progress 
Report is that this is the moment.
The whole region is moving rapidly 
towards Europe. The next stop 
is in December at the European 
Council, so I say to everyone in 
the country, the Government, the 
opposition and the civil society, to 
use the time until then, so that we 
can see some progress.

We understand that waiting six 
years without 

opening negotiations may be 
frustrating. Still, this cannot be 
an excuse not to implement the 
necessary reforms.“  

Mr.Ernesto Bellelli, Italian 
Ambassador in Macedonia:

„The EU Progress Report from 
October 2014 is a carefully defined 
assessment of what Macedonia 
has already done in the accession 
process and highlights the challenges 
that still stand on several key issues.

The document, which clearly draws 
the attention for solving the priority 
issues, is an important working 
tool, as it helps the Macedonian 
Government to take the necessary 
measures. It also confirms the 
commitment of the EU Commission 
to continue in the future its active 
participation in the process.

Italy strongly believes that the future 
of all Western Balkan countries is 
in the EU and therefore the Italian 
Presidency with the EU has idenitfied 
the enlargement as a priority objective 
in the semester programme.“
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National Strategic Document for IPA II Promoted  

The Deputy Prime Minister in charge of European Affairs, Fatmir Besimi, PhD and the Ambassador of the 
European Union, Mr. Aivo Orav promoted the National Strategic Document for IPA II 2014-2020.

Also the Agreement on the Financing Programme for 2013 was signed in the framework of IPA I, Cross-Border 
Cooperation Programme between the Republic of Macedonia and the Republic of Greece.

With IPA 2, the Republic of Macedonia will be granted a total of €664.2 million (about €300 per capita) for the 
implementation of specific and strategic priorities in many areas.

The Agreement for financing, for the 2013 programming year under IPA I, the Cross-Border Cooperation 
Programme between Macedonia and Greece, enables the use of an additional €1.59 million.

Macedonia and Greece have already signed six such agreements that financed more than 50 active projects 
with a total budget of €11.4 million.

30 Oktober 2014

New EU Programmes, New Opportunities for Macedonia
 

  

For the programming period 2014-2020, citizens of the Republic of Macedonia can participate in the following 
EU programmes: 

Horizon 2020, Creative Europe, COSME, Erasmus+, Programme for Employment and Social Innovation, 
Europe for Citizens Programme, Health, Life+, Customs 2020, Fiscalis 2020 and others.

In order to achieve greater awareness and participation in the programmes of the Union, the Secretariat for 
European Affairs organises promotional events intended for students, universities and other entities that can 
actively participate in them.  

‘The World we want in 2030’– UN Day widely marked
On the occasion of United Nations Day, the Deputy Prime Minister Besimi stressed that the UN plays an 
important role in tackling the greatest challenges facing the world and  the message that this organisation sent 
about the expectation for 2030 were:Macedonia in the EU! A world where there will be more equality and more 
opportunities.A world with more solidarity and more love. A world where we can live with more freedom and 
more peace!. 

24 Oktober 2014 

 

Presentation of EU programmes in cooperation with the 
Lattanzio Group and the Italian Embassy.

Presentation of the Union Programmes and Scholarships 
Gabriela Konevska – Trajkovska at the University St. Cyril 
and Methodius.

Eurocodes – delivering  greater competitiveness for construction 
companies
The second workshop on capacity building for the preparation of National Annexes of Eurocodes in the Balkan 
Region was held in Skopje, organised by the Joint Research Centre of the European Commission.Macedonian 
construction companies will become more competitive and will have greater opportunities to participate in 
international projects after the implementation of Eurocodes –which are new standards in the construction 
sector within the European Union.

4 November 2014 

EU News
• Parliament elects new European Commission

• European Commission: what Juncker‘s new team will be working on

• 2014 Enlargement package

• Overview – Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance

• EU leaders set climate, energy targets

• European Central Bank takes control as EU bank superviser

• Poverty: Commission adopts Lithuanian programme to spend €77 million from Fund for
European Aid  to the Most Deprived

• European Commission adopts ‚Partnership Agreement‘ with Croatia on using EU Structural and   
Investment Funds for growth and jobs in 2014-2020

• 2014 EU Prize for Literature – winners announced

• Denis Mukwege: winner of Sakharov Prize 2014

Did you know that?
• The EU is a leading wine producer 

• From 19 January 2013, all driving licences issued by EU countries have the same format 

International Days

• 10 November - World Science Day for Peace and Development

• 14 November - World Diabetes Day

• 16 November - International Day for Tolerance 

• 20 November - Universal Children‘s Day  

• 25 November - International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women 
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WaitinG for the proGreSS report of the 
european CommiSSion 

Contribution of the Republic of Macedonia Presented  

While waiting for this year‘s European Commission 
Progress Report for the Republic of Macedonia, the Deputy 
Prime Minister Besimi met the ambassadors of the Member 
States in the Republic of Macedonia, members of the 
National European Integration Council (Assembly of the 
Republic of Macedonia), representatives of the Directorate 
General for Enlargement at the European Commission in 
Brussels and with media representatives.

During these meetings, the Deputy Prime Minister Besimi 
outlined the key achievements in the reform process and 
the key priorities of the Action Plan that are significant for 
the process of EU accession, as well as the compliance 
degree of the national legislation with the Acquis of the 
European Union. Mr. Besimi, among other things, referred 
to the latest actions undertaken in the past period in the area of the judiciary, the fight against corruption and 
organised crime, freedom of speech, electoral reform, political dialogue, public administration reform, inter-
ethnic relations, good neighbourly relations and regional cooperation.

E-Bulletin September 2014

Series of ‘EU/IPA Coordinating Visits’ Realised 

While waiting for the European Commission‘s Autumn 
Report, within the framework of the EU Agenda 2014 
of the Secretariat for European Affairs, the Deputy 
Prime Minister Besimi paid visits to nine Ministries, 
beneficiaries of IPA funds and implementers of NPAA. 
The main objective was the status of implementation 
of the reforms and the activities within the National 
Programme for the Adoption of the Acquis (NPAA). 
The use of the funds available through the Instrument 
for Pre-Accession Assistance – IPA, which is crucial for 
implementation of the reforms in all ministries, was also 
discussed.

 

Austria Strongly Supports the European Integration Process  

The Deputy Prime Minister Besimi at the meeting with the 
Federal Minister for Europe, Integration and Foreign Affairs 
of Austria, Mr. Sebastian Kurz, welcomed the commitment 
of Austria to include the countries of the Western Balkans 
in the European Union and their support for the start of 
accession negotiations with the Republic of Macedonia, 
confirmed also at the Western Balkans Conference in 
Berlin.

 

REGIONAL COOPERATION

Macedonia as Initiator of a Conference on the EU Accession Process 
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The Macedonian initiative to intensify cooperation by holding the ‘Regional Conference on European Integration’ 
was welcomed by the Deputy Prime Minister of the Government of Montenegro and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and European Integration, Mr. Igor Luksic.

The Deputy Prime Minister Besimi received strong support after talks with the Chief of the Albanian Diplomacy, 
Mr. Ditmir Bushati and Deputy Prime Minister of the Republic of Albania, Mr. Niko Peleshi.

Besimi:The language is a reflection of the diversity, the values and the 
advantages we are going to introduce within the EU!

On the occasion of the European Day of Languages the Secretariat for European Affairs organised an event 
attended by the diplomatic corps, NGOs and public figures in the Republic of Macedonia.

The attendees wrote messages of peace, coexistence and prosperity in different languages, thus promoting 
the values of diversity and cultural heritage of the European countries.

€2.3 billion available this year for Macedonia under EU Programme COSME
The Minister of Economy, Bekim Neziri, together with the EU Commissioner for Industry and Entrepreneurship 
Ferdinando Nelli Feroci, signed an Agreement in Brussels on the Participation of the Republic of Macedonia in 
the EU Programme COSME, for the period between 2014 and 2020.

It is a Programme for the competitiveness of small and medium enterprises with a budget of approximately 
€2.3 billion.

The Programme aims at stimulating the competitiveness of companies by securing better access to finances, 
businessservices for the support and promotion of entrepreneurship, existing and potential entrepreneurs and 
business organisations supporting business development.

 

EU News
• The Juncker Commission: A strong and experienced team standing for change 

• Scotland chooses to stay in UK

• Public hearings of commissioners-candidate: format and schedule

• The Hearing of the Commissioner- Designate Johannes Hahn by the Committee on Foreign Affairs (EP)

Did you know?
• The main part of the EU budget supports growth and jobs. A significant portion is also spent on  

European agriculture and rural development 

• 22 September was  European Mobility Week where participants organised ‘In Town Without My Car’   
day. European Mobility Week 2014 was under the slogan ‘Our Streets, Our Choice’.

• Most European languages belong to groups: Germanic,Romance,Slavic 

International Days 
• 1 October - International Day of Older Persons  

• 2 October- International Day of Non-Violence 

• 5 October- World Teachers‘ Day 2014

• 17 October- International Day for the Eradication of Poverty

• 24 October- United Nations Day
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ten YearS of the implementation of the StaBiliSation 
anD aSSoCiation aGreement

The Secretariat for European Affairs, in 
the presence of government officials, the 
diplomatic corps and representatives of the 
civil society, has promoted the Monograph 
‘Ten years of the implementation of the 
Stabilisation and Association Agreement.;

„Together, we must overcome the roadblocks 
which impede my country‘s path to full 
membership of the European Union and 
NATO, finding solutions which unite instead 
of divide, that encourage participation rather 
than partition, and foster inclusion instead 
of exclusion,“ said Deputy Prime Minister 
Besimi.

The Monograph is available in Macedonian, Albanian and English, and is produced in cooperation with the 
United States Agency for International Development and the National Democratic Institute for International 
Affairs.

 

E-Bulletin August 2014

Conference in Berlin: Tasks for the Western Balkans

International Youth Day

Within the project ‘Youth for Europe’, the Secretariat for 
European Affairs, in collaboration with the Programme 
for Development of the United Nations in the Republic 
of Macedonia, initiated a discussion on the topic ‘Active 
Youth – a key element for social development.’

 

Thirteen years since the signing of the Ohrid Agreement
Marking the thirteen years since the signing, the Secretariat for the Implementation of the Ohrid Framework 
Agreement, has organised a panel discussion on the topic: ‘The second decade of the Ohrid Framework 
Agreement – a need and an obligation on the path to European integration?’

Representatives of the Government, the accredited diplomatic corps in the country, experts, university 
professors and other guests from Macedonia and the region attended the panel discussion.

   

Barroso:

 „Our common goal is clear: We 
want to see the Western Balkan 
countries to ultimately join the 
European Union. This is in our 
joint interest. This is the right 
way to defend the long-term 
prosperity of all the citizens in 
our European family and also to 
defend European stability.“

Merkel:

 

„All states in the Western Balkans 
should have the opportunity to join 
the European Union if they fulfil 
the accession requirements...

We want the process of European 
integration to have a rapid 
progress. Two countries, Croatia 
and Slovenia, are already EU 
members; others have made 
significant progress or reached the 
accession status already. We want 
this process to proceed rapidly, 
which depends on each country 
individually“.

Gruevski:

„I would say that the meeting went 
very well... Regarding the political 
issues, for Macedonia the main 
point was the discussion about the 
problem opened more than 20 years 
ago by our southern neighbour... 
It was stressed that it is good to 
be resolved as soon as possible 
because it is the key reason why 
Macedonia has still not started 
negotiations for membership of the 
European Union and that is not a 
secret“. 
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News from the EU

Van Rompuy congratulated Tusk and Mogherini photo:consilium.europa.eu

• European leaders choose Tusk and Mogherini for leading positions in the EU

• Merkel seeks to strengthen EU ties to Western Balkans

• Juncker starts interviews for the new European Commission

 

Musa Xhaferi, Deputy 
Prime Minister in charge 
of Implementation of the 
Framework Agreement: 

 

„The real picture of the successful 
implementation of the Ohrid 
Framework Agreement can be 
seen doing a qualitative analysis 
of its parameters, and they show 
how successful the agreement is 
in building trust in the institutions 
which we are reforming, especially 
having regard to the security and 
judiciary institutions.“ 

Fatmir Besimi, Deputy Prime 
Minister in charge of European 
Affairs: 

„The implementation of the Ohrid 
Agreement, the establishment of 
the standards and good interethnic 
relations for all citizens are the 
true base for a safe journey to the 
Euro-Atlantic integration, ensuring 
that the Ohrid Agreement and the 
processes of integration are not 
only strategic goals, but are also 
systemic issues of the state“. 

H.E. Paul Wohlers, 
Ambassador of the United 
States in Macedonia:

„The recent events remind us 
that unfortunately there are still 
divisions in this country. The 
ignorance of these divisions, 
claiming that they don‘t exist 
and not taking measures in this 
direction, is dangerous for this 
country. All citizens and the 
political parties have to think all 
the best for the state of Macedonia 
and its citizens and not the best 
for them or their party.“ 

Did you know?
• The European Union every year gets over 2,000 reports of unsafe products. Most of them  related to 

toys, clothing and textiles.

• The EU in the period 2014-2020 will spend almost €7.5 billion on research to improve 

• European health – through its research programme Horizon 2020.

• The EU is home to more than 60 local, regional or minority languages, spoken by about 40    
million people.

 

Significant international dates
• 15 September - International Day of Democracy

• 21 September - International Day of Peace

• 27 September - World Day of Tourism
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Reconstruction of Corridor 10

more than 450 eu-projects implemented

From 2007 to 2013, more than 450 projects have 
been implemented in the Republic of Macedonia 
through the Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance 
– IPA. This includes large infrastructural projects 
and environmental projects as well as small grants 
intended for NGOs, small and medium enterprises, 
reforms in the judiciary, etc. 

 

E-Bulletin July 2014

Meetings that marked the month
Eleventh meeting of the SAC 

The Stabilisation and Association Council recalled that 
the Stabilisation and Association Agreement (SAA) 
remains at the core of relations between the European 
Union and the Republic of Macedonia until the country‘s 
accession to the EU, and it provides the contractual 
framework within which we will cooperate in the future

Federica Mogherini visits Macedonia 

„The enlargement of the European Union is a priority of 
the Italian Presidency“ – noted the Italian Minister for 
Foreign Affairs.

 

The initiation of the negotiations with the EU will speed up the reforms

The Deputy Prime Minister Besimi has presented the 
revised National Programme for the Adoption of the 
Acquis 2014 (NPAA) to the representatives of the 
European Commission. 

Integration important for political 
stability and economical growth

Meeting of the Deputy Prime Minister Besimi with the 
Secretary-General of the European External Action 
Service Mr. Pierre Vimont.
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UN special envoy Nimetz visits Macedonia 
     

 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE COMPETITION FOR AWARDING 
SCHOLARSHIPS „GABRIELA KONEVSKA - TRAJKOVSKA“ IN THE FIELD 
OF EU LAW, ECONOMICS AND POLICY STUDIES ABROAD, FOR THE 
ACADEMIC YEAR 2014/2015 

Presentation of IPA II legal framework

Representatives of the Directorate General for 
Enlargement held an information session on the topic 
‘IPA II Model of the Framework Agreement’ for the 
national IPA Operating Structure and the civil servants 
who will be involved in the implementation of the 
Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance – IPA II

 

Prime Minister Gruevski: 

„After yesterday‘s meeting, it‘s 
hard to say whether there may be 
certain reversal.

I don‘t see any serious signals 
from the other side that indicate 
that there will be a twist. The 
information that we have, indicates 
that they are focused on their 
internal situation and that they are 
not dealing with this issue. Nimetz 
will have a difficult task. I hope 
that in the near future, he will have 
more success.“

30 July 2014 

UN special envoy Nimetz:

As you know, in the past I 
introduced ideas, few of which are 
acceptable from one party, while 
other ones by the other party. I 
believe that this is a question that 
everyone wishes to see resolved. 
Given the common desire for 
addressing this issue and the fact 
that there are ideas that can form 
the basis for a solution, I believe 
that this issue can be resolved“, 
said Nimitz.

29.July 2014

President Ivanov:  

„As before, the Republic of 
Macedonia will participate in the 
process actively, constructively and 
with a good will, in order to find a 
mutually acceptable solution for the 
name issue.“

29.July2014

News from the EU
• Italy takes over the Presidency of the Council of the EU

• Juncker elected: promises more social EU, more political Commission

• Schulz elected as EP President again, promises to fight for more powers

• Record-breaking number of students take part in Erasmus programme

• Single Currency: As of 1 January 2015, Lithuania will be the nineteenth EU country in the Eurozone

Did you know?
• Thirteen EU Member States manufacture tobacco – with several regions in Italy, Greece, Spain and   

Bulgaria which are quite active.

• Cotton production in Europe represents only 1% of the world production of cotton.

• Bioenergy represents more than two-thirds of the total renewable energy in the EU

• The European Union is the largest manufacturer of sugar worldwide and therefore, a major importer 
of cane sugar for refining.

Important dates in August
• 12 August - International Youth Day

• 19 August - World Humanitarian Day

• 30 August - International Day of the Disappeared
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The Director General for Enlargement at the European Commission, Christian Danielsson at his regular visit 
to the Republic of Macedonia met the Deputy Prime Minister Besimi at the headquarters of the Secretariat for 
European Affairs. 

At the meeting they discussed the European integration of the Republic of Macedonia, as well as reforms that 
are being conducted in order to meet remaining priorities.

Besimi stressed that despite all political challenges in the post-election period, the Government of the Republic 
of Macedonia has been fully dedicated to fulfilling the obligations within the High Level Accession Dialogue – 
HLAD and has adopted a draft list of selected aims and priorities as a platform for the continuation of HLAD, 
related to judicial reforms, the fight against corruption, freedom of expression and media, interethnic relations 
and good-neighbourly relations. 4 June 2014

 

Besimi at the round table on the topic ‘European perspective of the 
Western Balkans after the European Parliament elections’
A round table discussion was organised by the Secretariat for 
European Affairs and the South East European University in 
Tetovo.

Established academics, professors and intellectuals from the 
Republic of Macedonia specialising in the field of European 
integration participated at these discussions, where they 
discussed and analysed the results from the European 
Parliament elections and their effects on the views of the 
governments and citizens of EU member states. At the debate 
it was highlighted that the European Parliament elections show 
the views and position of  European citizens relating to the way the EU is functioning, the policies that are 
being adopted and implemented at a European level and the way in which the European leaders have been 
dealing with these challenges, especially with the consequences of the economic crisis that affected Europe 
in recent years.

3 June 2014

E-Bulletin June 2014

MEETING OF THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER BESIMI WITH DANIELSSON 

Memorandum of Understanding and initiation of the Programme ‘Future 
EU partners’ is signed
The Memorandum of Understanding on consistent 
assistance by Hungary, aimed at supporting the European 
integration processes of the Republic of Macedonia has 
been signed by the Deputy Prime Minister Besimi and the 
Ambassador of Hungary in the Republic of Macedonia, 
H.E. Jozsef Bencze.

Through this Memorandum, the Secretariat for European 
Affairs and the Republic of Hungary will participate in the joint 
programme named ‘Future EU partners’, which provides 
special training aimed at strengthening the research and 
analytical capacities of employees in the state institutions 
of the Republic of Macedonia.   4 June 2014

 

 

 

Meeting of Besimi with the new ambassador of the United Kingdom, 
H.E.Charles Garrett
The Deputy Prime Minister Besimi has had his first 
meeting with the new British Ambassador to the Republic 
of Macedonia, H.E. Charles Garrett, wishing him every 
success in his new role.. Besimi discussed the bilateral 
cooperation between the two countries, emphasising the 
importance of the support of the United Kingdom for the 
Republic of Macedonia during the process of EU accession.

The other participants at the meeting also discussed the 
friendly cooperation between the two countries, and other 
matters, such as European Union funds, stressing the 
importance of the expert assistance being provided to our 
country by the United Kingdom. 6 June 2014

 

 

Deputy Prime Minister Besimi meets Ms. Alexandra Cas Granje 
In the premises of the Secretariat for European Affairs the 
Deputy Prime Minister Besimi has had a meeting with the 
Director at the Directorate General for Enlargement within 
the European Commission, Ms. Alexandra Cas Granje.

During the meeting opinions were exchanged on the efforts 
and achievements of the Government of the Republic of 
Macedonia in terms of the European integration reform 
process, as well as the overall political post-election 
situation in the country.

During the discussions  special emphasis was placed on 
programming and on the legal framework recently adopted 
by the European Commission concerning IPA 2, 2014-2020, including the next steps for consultations on the 
Framework Agreement, the signing of which is required to be completed by the end of 2014. This will provide 
an opportunity for concluding the individual financial arrangements.   



page. 54 55

Bu
llet

in
 o

f t
h

e Sec
r

eta
r

iat fo
r

 eu
r

o
pea

n
 a

ffa
ir

S 2014

Meeting of the Deputy Prime Minister Besimi with the Italian Deputy 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Benedetto della Vedova
The enlargement policy was underlined at this meeting as 
being one of the main priorities of the Italy administration, and 
it was stated that Italy will seriously engage in supporting the 
Western Balkan countries in  their plans for EU accession.

Special emphasis was put on the opportunities deepening 
the bilateral relations between the two countries, as well as 
on further cooperation regarding the strengthening of the 
capacities of the Macedonian administration in the fields 
of rule of law, public procurement, agriculture and rural 
development, energy, public health, financial control etc.

Besimi stressed that European enlargement to the Western Balkans continues to be significantly important and 
will be on the agenda of the next chairmanship of the European Union. 13 June 2014

 

 

 

Besimi in the the Republic of Albania: Strengthening of cooperation aimed 
at faster integration of the region into the EU
During his visit, Deputy Prime Minister Besimi congratulated the ministers of the Republic of Albania on 
the granting of the status of candidate country for EU 
membership, emphasising that it is  good news not only for 
the Republic of Albania but also for the whole region. At the 
same time, he stressed that the cooperation between the two 
countries will not only continue, but also will be strengthened 
on the basis of the mutual interest of both countries for EU 
membership.

„The granting of the status of candidate country to Albania 
has shown that Europe remains interested in its enlargement 
on the Western Balkans,“ stressed the Deputy Prime Minister 
Besimi in his statement at the joint press conference with the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Ditmir Bushati.

At the meeting with the Minister for European Integration, Ms. Klajda Gjosha, the Deputy Prime Minister Besimi 
stressed the importance of the regional initiatives for cooperation between the countries of the region, which 
will contribute to the process of integration into the European Union, as well as for the improvement of the living 
standards of the citizens.    26 June 2014

 

 

 

Implementation of the Stabilisation and Association Agreement – SAA

     

 

 

 

The eleventh meeting of the 
Stabilisation and Association 
Committee between the Republic 
of Macedonia and the European 
Union 

This meeting was held beween Mr. Jovan Andonovski, 
State Secretary of the Secretariat for European 
Affairs and Alexandra Cas Granje, Director of the 
Directorate General of the European Commission for 
Enlargement.

This meeting completed the cycle of ten sectoral sub-
committees within the Stabilisation and Association 
Process, as of November 2013. The results of the 
meeting of the Committee will be presented within 
the Stabilisation and Association Council, which will 
be held on 23 July 2014.   11 June 2014

The thirty-ninth session of the 
Sub-Committee of the Working 
Committee for European 
Integration – WCEI 

At this meeting a review of the implementation of 
laws, by-laws and general activities of the National 
Programme for the Adoption of the Acquis (NPAA 
2014) has been completed, which was envisaged 
to be implemented in the first and second quarter of 
2014.  

Also, a review of the percentage of fulfilment of 
obligations under the SAA has been prepared.

18 June2014
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Instrument  for Pre-Accession Assistance – IPA

 

 

 

News from the EU
• Building growth: Country-specific recommendations 2014    

• Commission publishes health and safety strategy for EU workers 

• EP committees: at the heart of European politics 

  

 

 

Did you know?
• Parliament passed 2790 acts (1071 laws and 1719 related measures) in its seventh legislature 2009-2014)

• The European Parliament welcomed 1,393,526 visitors in 2009-2013. The Parliamentarium had 790,395 
visitors by 12.05.2014.

• Driven by its longstanding commitment to helping victims of emergencies worldwide, the EU has been 
providing humanitarian aid since 1992 in over 140 countries. 

• The EU is the world‘s biggest exporter of manufactured goods and services, and it is the biggest import 
market for over 100 countries.

The programming document IPA 
II – adopted by the Government of 
the Republic of Macedonia

The Government of the Republic of Macedonia 
has adopted the programming document related 
to the planning of the allocations provided for the 
next programming cycle of the Instrument for Pre-
Accession Assistance – IPA 2, that is for the next seven 
programming years – from 2014 to 2020.By adopting 
this document, as well as by the approval  of the National 
Development Strategy by the European Commission 
(so called Country Strategy Paper – CSP), which is 
expected to be done in the forthcoming  month, the 
formal legal framework for preparation of projects has 
been completed, through which the financial allocations 
of IPA 2 will be absorbed.

Deputy Prime Minister Besimi at the 
launching of an EU-funded project

In addressing concerns about the project ‘Capacities 
building for food safety, veterinary and phytosanitary 
policy’ which is funded by the European Union 
through the funds for pre-accession assistance – IPA 
(TAIB), the Deputy Prime Minister Besimi noted that 
the launch of this project presents a great success 
because it allows one of the largest and most important 
institutions for adoption and implementation of the 
national legislation in the area of food and animal 
welfare to be supported.        

12 June 2014

International Days in July 
• 11 July - World Population Day

• 18 July - Nelson Mandela International Day

• 28 July - World Hepatitis Day [WHO]

• 30 July - International Day of Friendship
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eu Breakfast 
on the occasion of europe Day 9 may

The Deputy Prime Minister Besimi hosted the EU Breakfast organised to honour the celebration of 9 May – 
Europe Day, attended by the diplomatic core, the deputy Prime Minister Xhaferi, the Minister Popovski and the 
former Deputy Prime Ministers for European Affairs. Introductory addresses were made by the Deputy Prime 
Minister Besimi and the Euro-Ambassador Orav. Besimi, quoting Schuman, pointed out that „World peace 
cannot be safeguarded without the making of creative efforts proportionate to the dangers which threaten it....“ 
The necessity of „proportionate creative efforts“ for bringing peace and stability still echoes 64 years later.  

9 May 2014

Besimi Addresses the Gala Academy Organised by 
the Tetovo State University on the Occasion of the 
Europe Day on 9 May
„The State University in Tetovo is a temple of knowledge which prepares the new 
generations that tomorrow will be part of the common European future.“

The Deputy Prime Minister in charge of European Affairs, Fatmir Besimi,PhD 
held a speech at the Gala Academy at the State University in Tetovo, Europe 
Day,  9 May 2014.

E-Bulletin May 2014

„Dear children, today we celebrate the birthday 
of a big family which cares about peace and 
happiness, a family whose part you will also be.“

Deputy Prime Minister for European Affairs, 
Fatmir Besimi, PhD,has had a speech on the 
celebration of the Europe Day in Jadran Square, 
Skopje 9 May 2014.

Former Deputy Prime Ministers‘ Forum:

European Integration – A Significant Priority for the Republic of Macedonia
As part of the celebrations for Europe Day 9 May, and following 
on successful meetings already held, the Deputy Prime Minister 
Besimi met the former deputy prime ministers for European 
affairs at the Forum, which was an excellent opportunity for the 
exchange of opinions, ideas and experiences.

At the meeting, the participants mutually highlighted European 
integration as a significant priority for the Republic of Macedonia, 
and in that respect also the firm determination of the country to 
achieve sooner integration within the EU.  6 May 2014 

 

 

Realisation of the Stabilisation and Association Agreement/Meetings of 
Institutional Bodies According to the SAA

Subcommittee on Economic and Financial Affairs and Statistics (ECOFIN) 
The Tenth Meeting of the Subcommittee on Economic and Financial Affairs and Statistics (ECOFIN) between 
the Republic of Macedonia and the European Commission was held today in the Members of Parliament Club.

The topics discussed at the subcommittee included: economic policy, structural reforms, fiscal policy, monetary 
policy, employment market, policies for the encouragement of competitiveness, public internal financial 
control, and statistics. The members of the Macedonian delegation shared the recent trends in the Republic of 
Macedonia in these areas with the representatives from the European Commission and furthermore informed 
themselves about the recent developments in the relevant European policies. The Tenth Meeting once more 
acknowledged the importance of ECOFIN as a significant body for institutional dialogue with the European 
Commission, through which the representatives of the Macedonian institutions obtain a clear image on the 
reforms necessary for our country to receive the status of a functional market economy in the future.

On the same dates, in Brussels, the Tenth Meeting of the Subcommittee on Trade, Industry, Customs and 
Taxation was held. The topics discussed at that meeting covered the free movement of goods, enterprises and 
industrial policy, tourism, taxation, Customs Union and commercial affairs.

Through these meetings, the tenth cycle of meetings of the working bodies within the Stabilisation and 
Association Agreement was completed.

20 and 21 May 2014
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Meetings of the Subcommittees of the Working Committee on European Integration
During May 2014, two meetings of the Subcommittee of the Working Committee on European Integration were 
held.

Heads of working groups for the preparation of the NPAA, heads of EU sectors, and contact persons for NPAA, 
drawn from the institutions, were invited to take part at these sessions.

The meetings were led by the State Secretary of the SEA, Mr. Jovan Andonovski.

The activities of these sessions included a review of the status of realisation of laws, by-law acts and general 
activities arising from the National Programme for the Adoption of the Acquis (NPAA 2014), which were 
envisaged for realisation during the first quarter of 2014.

Moreover, a review of the level of fulfilment of the SAA obligations was made as well.

7 and 27 May 2014 

The EU Bus – Part of the Information Campaign ‘The EU in Close-up’ 
Representatives from the Delegation of the European Union, ambassadors of several EU Member States, 
representatives from the Government, representatives from the IPARD, as well as from the local Non-
Government Organisation ‘European Movement’, students 
and media representatives, visited ten villages throughout 
the country in the period from 12 to 23 May, together with 
the EU Travelling Bus.

Through this information campaign, the citizens from the rural 
areas had the opportunity to establish direct communication 
with the team of the EU Bus and to ask questions related to 
the European Union. Additionally, they had the opportunity 
to obtain information about the possibilities for funding 
within the IPA Programme and the remaining programme 
for financial assistance from the EU.    12 May 2014

Did you know?
• Over 76% of the EU budget is managed by the member countries

• The EU institutions employ over 40,000 men and women from the 28 EU member countries 

• The European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) was set up in January 2002, following a series of food 
crises in the late 1990s, and is an independent European agency, funded by the EU budget that operates 
separately from the European Commission, European Parliament and EU Member States 

 

EU News
• Ten years after 2004: EU commemorates its greatest enlargement

• Boosting private sector growth in developing countries 

• What do Europeans think about the EU?

• Centre-right wins most EP seats, but anti-establishment parties score well

Important dates in June
• 1 June - Global Day of Parents

• 4 June - International Day of Innocent Children Victims of Aggression 

• 5 June - World Environment Day

• 12 June - World Day Against Child Labour

• 20 June - World Refugee Day
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happY europe DaY
more then 50 events on the occasion of the europe Day 

celebration on 9 may

The Deputy Prime Minister in charge of European Affairs, Fatmir Besimi, together with the Euro-Ambassador 
Aivo Orav and the President of the European Movement, Prof. Mileva Gjurovska, outlined this year‘s activities 
on the occasion of Europe Day.

More than 50 events will be organised for the celebration of the sixth-fourth birthday of the European Union. At 
the same time, the Union celebrates the tenth anniversary of Union enlargement. 

„Europe is our family. There is no challenge which can be greater than our determination for the EU“, said 
Besimi during the press conference. „Led by the principles of mutual trust, peace and development, we work 
on our full membership of the EU. For us, the concept of the EU goes beyond the change of laws, it is a 
concept for changing the life styles, introducing standards for a better life, a concept of mutual respect of 
citizens, for unity in diversity, and in that aspect, we have so much to give to the EU“, continued Besimi with 
the aim to promote EU values in Macedonia. 

The programme is full of various lectures, debates, sport and cultural events, for the purposes of conveying a 
clear message for the European determination of the Republic of Macedonia and bringing the Union closer to 
the citizens.

30 April 2014 

E-Bulletin Aprill 2014

Presentation of Regulation IPA II (2014-2020) in front of the representatives 
of the State Administration
The Secretariat for European Affairs and the Delegation of the 
European Commission today held information sessions on the 
topic ‘IPA II (2014-2020) Roll-Out’, addressed by the Deputy 
Prime Minister of the Government of the Republic of Macedonia 
in charge of European Affairs, Fatmir Besimi, PhD.

The programme covers defining priorities for future funding 
through the IPA II, in the National Strategic Document of the 
country. The Deputy Prime Minister Besimi emphasised that 
although this document is in the ownership of the European 
Commission, the Government invests substantial efforts to contribute to this document through the existing 
working groups and structures which have already been established for the IPA I.

25 April 2014

 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE COMPETITION FOR AWARDING 
SCHOLARSHIPS ‘GABRIELA KONEVSKA – TRAJKOVSKA’ IN THE FIELD 
OF EU LAW, ECONOMICS AND POLICY STUDIES ABROAD, FOR THE 
ACADEMIC YEAR 2014/2015

 

SUCCESSFUL EU PROJECT –

STRENGTHENING THE STATE ADMINISTRATION CAPACITIES

Training Centre – Secretariat for European Affairs

The Training Centre within the Secretariat for European Affairs, during its three-year operation, has trained more 
than 2,000 civil servants at central and local level and over 300 persons from the civil sector. Those included 
training on the European Union, the European Integration Process and the Instrument of Pre-Accession 
Assistance IPA. The topics covered were: Introduction in the IPA and acquiring general knowledge about the 
Instrument, project cycle management, programming, monitoring and evaluation, regional development, justice 
and freedom, effects on the environment, audit and control, verification of expenses, risk assessment, as well 
as introduction in the EU, Europe 2020, HLAD, twinning, etc. Training have been held by EU trainers, IPA 
trainers, as well as SEA employees. Throughout the work activities so far various donor cooperation, trainings 
and study visits have been conducted, among which we can highlight the cooperation with the European 
Union, France, the Netherlands, Norway and the FR of Germany. Training have been funded through the 
National Budget of the Republic of Macedonia and foreign donors.
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IPA SUCCESSFUL PROJECT –

Training in the field of tourism

Within the IPA 2008 – Component I, Project Fiche for Economic Development – TAM/BAS with the European 
Bank of Reconstruction and Development (EBRD), in the past two years, 100 persons in the field of tourism 
have been trained.

In the area of tourism, trainings have been organised for:

-          Hotel marketing

-          Catering for training hotel personnel

-          Training of consultants in tourism management

All trainings have been organised with IPA funds within the programme which was completed in February 2013.

Also, in December 2013, training has been organised in wine-growing, on the topic ‘Training in International 
Marketing for Macedonian Wine Producers’, funded with financial means from Luxembourg.

Did you know?
• Audiovisual media (radio broadcasting, television and cinema) represent more than a million jobs in the 

European Union and constitute the primary source of information and entertainment for Europeans. 

• Over 77% of the EU‘s territory is classified as rural (47% is farmland and 30% forest) and is home to 
around half its population (farming communities and other residents).

• Europe has 12 million farmers and an average farm size of about 15 hectares (by way of comparison, the 
US has 2 million farmers and an average farm size of 180 hectares).

• The EU is the world‘s largest producer of motor vehicles. 

EU News
• MEPs have backed rules for a banking safety net to minimise the risk of further EU taxpayer-funded 

bailouts. 

• EU lawmakers vote to reduce plastic bag use

• Exploring benefits of mobile applications for health 

  

 

Important dates in May 
• 3 May-World Press FreedomDay 

• 9 May - Europe Day

• 15 May- International Day of Families

• 17 May- World Telecommunication and Information Society Day

• 21 May-World Day for Cultural Diversity for Dialogue and Development  
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Besimi and popovski had a meeting with fule:  
high level accession Dialogue will continue after the elections 

The meeting was focused on the European perspective of the Republic of Macedonia and the region, while 
the main emphasis was put on the High-Level Accession Dialogue (HLAD) where the interlocutors agreed that 
the next high-level meeting would be held after the parliamentary and presidential elections. Also discussed at 
the meeting were the possible main topics that will be covered in the future High-Level Dialogue about good-
neighbourly relations, the rule of law and fundamental rights.      20 March 2014 

Meeting between Besimi and Dendis
At the meeting, the Deputy Prime Minister Besimi pointed out the 
progress in meeting the criteria for membership in the European 
Union and the efforts undertaken by the Government in building 
good-neighbourly relations.

The Polish Undersecretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Dendis noted that the Republic of Poland strongly supports the 
enlargement of the European Union and will continue to support 
the Republic of Macedonia in this way, noting that they are 
available to share their experience in the implementation of the 

reforms and meeting the criteria of the European Union.

14 March 2014 

E-Bulletin March 2014

Macedonia received support of 

20 million yen from the P.R. of China  
The Deputy Prime Minister Besimi had a working meeting 
with H.E. Cui Zhiwei - Ambassador of the People‘s Republic 
of China to the Republic of Macedonia, whose mandate 
wold expired during the month of April. The meeting was 
held in honour of  the celebration of fruitful and friendly 
cooperation which both countries had in the past, and of 
the common desire to extend and deepen these links.As 
a sign of confirmation a Memorandum of Cooperation was 
exchanged through which the P.R. of China will grant funds 
to the Republic of Macedonia to the amount of 20 million yen 
(€2.5 million). 21 March 2014   

 

Successful EU Project 

Official launch of the new Customs Computerised Transit System funded 
by the European Union

The implementation of the New Computerised Transit System (NCTS) is a pre-condition for accession to the 
Convention on a Common Transit Procedure of the EU and EFTA countries, interoperability of the national 
transit system with the transit systems of the Contracting Parties of the Convention, as well as a pre-condition 
for accession to the European Union. 

The creation of the New Computerised Transit System (NCTS) is funded by the European Union under the 
Instrument for Pre-Accession. 
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Presentation on‘ Twinning as Cooperation Instrument’
The Training Centre of the Secretariat for European Affairs 
and the German International Cooperation (GIZ) organised a 
presentation on ‘Twinning as Cooperation Instrument’ aiming 
at sharing the German and Croatian experience regarding the 
usage of the twinning instrument.

The presentation was held in the Secretariat for European Affairs 
on   27 March 2014.

Realisation of the Stabilisation and Association Agreement – institutional 
bodies meetings according to the SAA

The fifth working seminar held for Inclusion of Roma People and Roma 
Refugees 

The aim of this working seminar was to provide informiation 
about the level of realisation of the determined priorities of 
the Action Plan on the Inclusion of Roma People, as being 
particularly important in the direction of drawing conclusions 
which may be presented as positive practices at the forthcoming 
Summit of the European Union for the Roma People, which will 
be held in April 2014 in Brussels.

The President of the Government of the Republic of Macedonia, 
Mr. Nikola Gruevski, confirmed at the working seminar the determination of the Republic of Macedonia for 
accepting the international Declaration for the continuation of the Decade for Inclusion of Roma People for the 
period 2014-2020, which will be in accordance with the directions of the European Strategy 2020. The State 
Secretary of the Secretariat for European Affairs Mr. Jovan Andonovski opened the working seminar.

Subcommittee meets on the 
Working Committee on European 
Integration (SWCEI)
At this session a review of the status of the realisation 
of laws, by-laws and general activities from the 
National Programme for the Adoption of the Acquis 
(NPAA 2014) was made, which were projected for the 
realisation in the first quarter of 2014 and the status of 
realisation of the activities from the Key EU Priorities 
Action Plan was considered, as well as a review of the 
level of fulfillment of SAA obligations and performance.  

The tenth meeting of the 
Subcommittee on Innovations, 
Information Society and Social 
Policy held in Brussels
At this Subcommittee meeting the progress made 
in the following areas was reviewed: education and 
culture, research and innovation policy, information 
society and media, social policy and employment, 
as well as in the part of free movement of Workers. 
Additionally, three side meetings were also held 
regarding the exchange of more detailed information 
about the current situation in the Macedonian Radio 
and Television service; recent events in the area 
of healthcare and safety at work; as well as the 
determination of the next steps for participation of the 
Republic of Macedonia in ERASMUS +.

The National Round Table holds meeting for the Determination of the 
Priorities of the Republic of Macedonia from the South East Europe 2020 
Strategy 
At this meeting, seven national priorities were chosen for 2014 from various pillars of the Strategy, out of which 
the Government of the Republic of Macedonia should chose four, which will be realised in 2014.

The round table hosted representatives from state institutions, OECD experts, as well as representatives from 
the Regional Cooperation Council.

The SEE 2020 Strategy sets the direction for economic reforms, which, in the mid-term will ensure integration 
of the economies of the Western Balkan region within the European Union.

  

YOUTH FOR EUROPE

Students of the Faculty of Law ‘Justinian I’ - Skopje visited the Secretariat 
for European Affairs 

Students attending were able to ask questions and to get to know directly the work of the Secretariat.

4 March 2014 

Did you know?
• The number of MEPs ranges from six for Malta, Luxembourg, Cyprus and Estonia to 96 for Germany.

• The euro (€) is the official currency of 18 out of 28 EU member countries and used by some 334 million 
people every day. 

• ‘United in diversity’, the motto of the European Union, first came into use in 2000.
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EU News
• Making tobacco products less attractive, especially to young people: Council adopts revised EU tobacco 

directive

• What does an enlarged EU mean to you?“ The EU engages young people through a writing competition 
on EU enlargement 

• New regulation on the funding of European political parties: a leap forward for European democracy  

 

International/ World days in April

• 2 April - World Autism Awareness Day 

• 6 April- International Day of Sport for Development and Peace

• 7 April - World Health Day

• 22 April - International Mother Earth Day

• 26 April - World Intellectual Property Day

• 28 April - World Day for Safety and Health at Work

Euro-integrations-common goal of the Western Balkan 
countries and the European Union 

Besimi assessed the visit as a great opportunity for dialogue between the two sides, pointing out 
the need and importance of accelerating the process of European integration of the Republic of 

Macedonia and the Western Balkan countries within the positive attitude of the Thessaloniki Summit 
of 2003 and the Strategy for EU enlargement for the Western Balkan countries 2013-14. But Venizelos 
presented the priorities of the Greek Presidency with the Council of the EU, where Besimi wished him 
a successful realisation of the priorities which are of most interest, and for achieving full membership 

of the Republic of Macedonia within the European Union.  

Danielson welcomed the progress achieved in the reforms
Besimi met Danielson, the new Director-General for Enlargement of 
the European Union, where they discussed the level of implementation 
of reforms envisaged with Accession High-Level Dialogue (HLAD), 
the use of IPA funds from 2007 to 2013, the establishment of the IPA 
2 and the future steps that have to be taken in terms of meeting the 
priorities of European integration

E-Bulletin February 2014
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Meeting between Besimi and Rapporteur Richard Howitt
The Deputy Prime Minister Besimi expressed satisfaction 
with the recommendations contained in the Resolution of 
the European Parliament and stressed the importance of 
continuing the High Level Accession Dialogue between 
Macedonia and the European Union. This was also welcomed 
by Mr. Howitt, who said that it is extremely important that  real 
progress in several key areas be shown in the next period. This 
includes such things as freedom of expression, the unblocking 
of the work of the Working Group of the Assembly, and the 
implementation of fair and democratic elections. .

13 February 2014

Youth for Europe

 

 

‘One day for the EU’
The Secretariat for European Affairs was host to the 
first-ranked high school students award participatingin 
in the last national simulation of the Model European 
Parliament, who spent ‘One day for the EU’.

The students spent one working day with the Deputy 
Prime Minister Fatmir Besimi in order to better 
understand the work of the Secretariat for European 
Affairs and Deputy Prime Minister Besimi himself.

Discussion between Besimi, Howitt 
and students from universities in 
the Republic of Macedonia
As a result of the Memorandum of Cooperation signed 
between the Secretariat for European Affairs and the 
universities in the country, the Deputy Prime Minister 
incharge of European Affairs, Fatmir Besimi, PhD 
and the Rapporteur for the Republic of Macedonia to 
the European Parliament, Mr. Richard Howitt, had a 
one-hour open discussion meeting with students from 
Macedonian universities, where they discussed the 
integration process of the Republic of Macedonia to 
the European Union.

13 February  2014

Address of Besimi at the European Policy Centre in Brussels
In his address on the topic „European future of Macedonia-
Perspectives and Challenges“, Besimi noted that despite 
open issues with neighbouring countries, which are members 
of the European Union, we strongly keep the focus of our 
obligations on what we should accomplish,as we bravely face 
all the challenges of the reform process.

Besimi alsostressed the importance of accelerating European 
integration as an important precondition for the stability and 
development oft he region and as a common topic and goal 
which sets the countries of the region on the same side in 
creating a better common future for the Western Balkan 
countries within the European Union.

18 February 2014 

 

10th Sub-Committee on Transport, Environment, Energy and Regional 
Development was held in Brussels
The sub-committee represents an essential forum for maintaining  a continuous dialogue between 
the Republic of Macedonia and the European Commission in the areas of transport policy, 
environment, energy and regional development.The Macedonian side was given a detailed overview 
of the progress and activities of the Chapters 14 (Transport Policy), 15(Energy), 21 (Trans European 
Networks), 22 (Regional policy and coordination of structural instruments) and 27(Environment).
17-18 February 2014

 

EU Coordination structures

Two meetings of the Subcommittee of the Working Committee for 
European Integration were held 
On the sessions of the Subcommittee of the Working Committee for European Integration, an overview of the 
status for the implementation of laws, regulations and general activities of the National Programme for the 
Adoption of the Acquis(NPAA 2014) predicted for the implementatio nin the first quarter of 2014and overview 
of thes tatus of implementation of the activities from the Action Plan for the key priorities of the EU and an 
overview of the level of fulfilment of obligations from SAA were made.

7 and 20 February 2014
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EU -  IPA Projects

 

 

Memorandum for undertaking TRADOS software system was signed 
It is a donation of a software system for the needs of the Secretariat for European Affairs, which 
represents the latest and comprehensive solution in terms of translation, revision and terminology 
in the field of preparation of the National Version of Aquis (legal acts of the European Union). This 
donation was carried out by the German International Cooperation (GIZ), within the framework of 
bilateral cooperation between the Republic of Macedonia and the Federal Republic of Germany.
4  February 2014 

 

Did you know?
• The EU covers over four million km² and has 503 million inhabitants  
 – the world‘s third largest population after China and India. 

• By surface area, France is the biggest EU country and Malta the   
 smallest.

EU News
• The 2014 European elections: this time it‘s different

• More rights and better working conditions for non-EU seasonal workers

Important dates of March
• 1 March  - Zero Discrimination Day

• 8 March  - International Women‘s Day 

•  20 March - International Day of Happiness

• 21 March   - World Down Syndrome Day

• 22 March   - World Water Day 

Renovation of the Administrative 
Building of the Border Crossing 
‘Bogorodica’
On 21 February 2014, the official start of the 
reconstruction of the customs administrative building 
at the border crossing ‘Bogorodica’ has been marked.

BORDER-IN project,funded under the European 
Union‘s cross border programme with Greece, aims 
to improve the level of customs services to citizens 
and companies, but also includes safety in the 
bordering region. 

 21 February2014

EU supports construction of half 
kilometre riverbed of the Kriva Reka
As part of the EU-project:“The rivers don‘t know about 
limits“, funded under the cross-border cooperation 
programme, a half-kilometre stretch of riverbed of 
the Kriva Reka will be constructed in the municipality 
of Kriva Palanka. The project is implemented in 
partnership with the Bulgarian Municipality of Dupnica.

aGenDa eu 2014
through an open, transparent and inclusive approach we continue to be 

committed to the eu accession process. 

Meeting with NGOs about NPAA

The Secretariat for European Affairs welcomes further cooperation with civil society on individual chapters of 
the Acquis and the establishment of mechanisms to ensure ongoing dialogue in the harmonisation process.

In this respect, the NGOs were invited to submit specific recommendations and suggestions for future 
programme updates in their areas of interest. 

31 January  2014

E-Bulletin January 2014
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IPA Press Conference –  Macedonia on the same level as Croatia and 
Turkey in terms of IPA absorption funds

By the end of 2013 a total of 37.3 percent of the EU instrument for 
Pre-accession Assistance (IPA) funds allocated to Macedonia for 
2007-2013 had been used, Deputy Premie Minister for European 
Affairs Fatmir Besimi said at a joint press conference with the Head 
of EU Delegation in Skopje Aivo Orav at which they presented 
the status of IPA implementation. A comparative analysis of the 
European Commission shows that in terms of IPA funds absorption, 
Macedonia is on the same level as Croatia and Turkey

 30 January  2014

Signing of Memorandums of Understanding with Universities in RM

The Deputy Prime Minister for European Affairs, Fatmir Besimi, PhD, signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
with six universities of the Republic of Macedonia. This Memorandum foresees mutual research projects, 
debates, scholarships for state and public servants on the area of European Studies in Macedonia and abroad, 
internships in the Secretariat for European Affairs and other activities which will deepen cooperation between 
SEA and universities  29  January 2014

Visit to Spain
During the official visit to Spain Besimi met the President of the Spanish Senate, Pio Garcia Escudero, the 

Minister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation,Jose Manuel Garcia-Margallo 
and Marfill and the President of the Congress of Deputies, Jesus Maria 
Posada Moreno, during which he noted 
that it is important for Macedonia to have 
the support of Spain and other member 
countries of the EU which will help the 
further progress of the country in the 
Euro-Atlantic integration.

 23 January  2014

Meeting with Stefan Füle
Deputy Prime Minister Besimi and Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Popovski met the Commissioner for Enlargement of the EU, Mr. 
Stefan Füle and the Rapporteur for Macedonia in the European 
Parliament Richard Howitt, where they discussed the possibilities for 
continuing the High Level Accession Dialogue.

22 January 2014

 

Award Jean Monnet 2013

 

EU/IPA Institutional Visits
Working visits to the Ministry of Local Self-Government regarding 
the latest information about every aspect of usage of IPA funds 
within Component 2 and specifically the open announcement for 
Cross Border Cooperation 
between the Republic of 
Macedonia and the Republic 
of Kosovo.  

In the Ministry of Justice, 
where the necessity for 

further implementation of the reforms in the judiciary system and the 
undertaking of the next steps towards the realisation of the criteria set by 
the European Union was emphasised.  10 and 13 January  2014

Ms Marija Bikovska – Best amateur 
photography

Mr Erol Rizaov – Best 
journalistic article 

Mr Boris Grdanovski – Best 
professional photography
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Successful IPA-CBC Project
‘Central Heating TELETERM’ 

Lowering of heating costs for households, business and public utilities, as well as informing the citizens and the 
exchanging of experiences with partners from the Republic of Greece, along with the preparation of a technical 
study through which the capacities of potential users of the central heating system will be defined. 

 

Progress in the fulfilment of priorities for European integration
The Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia adopted the amendments to the Law on Media and Law on Audio 
and Audiovisual Media Services on 22nd January,

implementing the requirements of the Association of Journalists in that way. The changes primarily refer to 
the exclusion of electronic publications or web portals and any restriction on the content in the media that 
should be in accordance with the practice of the European Court of Human Rights is predicted, and in the 
Council of the Agency for Audio and Audiovisual Media Services is foreseen to have one member of journalists‘ 
associations MAN and ZNM. 

After a previously achieved consensus of the political parties, the Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia 
adopted the amendments to the Electoral Code, through which the further separation of the state from the 
political parties is done, a fixed limit on the amount of donations from legal entities is confirmed, the voting 
rights achievement for members of the election boards for diaspora are regulated, the provisions which refer 
to the media coverage of campaigns have been additionally regulated and the deadlines for making judicial 
decisions on complaints filed by the Agency for Media are defined.

The Law on Administrative Servants and the Law on Public Servants have proceeded in the assembly 
procedure. These reform laws are expected to provide increased effectiveness and efficiency for the civil and 
public administration, higher quality service and increased availability to citizens ,independence, objectivity 
and impartiality, and zero tolerance on corruption .

The Operational Plan for Active Employment Programmes and Measures for 2014 has been adopted, where 
the young population is identified as a priority group.

The pre-accession economic programme for the period 2014-2016 was adopted in January,through which the 
Republic of Macedonia is preparing for gradual integration into the multilateral economic and fiscal supervision 
in the context of Economic and Monetary Union (EMU) and European Strategy 2020. The programme presents 
the most important macroeconomic projections for the country and explains the key structural reforms that will 
be taken into consideration towards the European integration.

The Government has adopted the Law on Data Use from the Public Sector, the aim of which is to comply with 
national legislation, with the Directive of the European Parliament and the Council of the European Union for 
reuse of public sector information. 

  

 

The Rules of Procedure for the Chapter 23 Judiciary and Fundamental 
Rights was Presented

The Rules of Procedure will help the working group responsible 
for the Chapter on Judiciary and Fundamental Rights to perform 
its responsibilities related to fulfilling the membership criteria 
under this chapter in a more effective and efficient manner. In 
this respect it will enable the members of the working group to 
have better coordination in the process of harmonisation with EU 
legislation and finally to set a model for other working/negotiating 
groups for the remaining chapters. This activity was completed 
by the Secretariat for European Affairs in cooperation with the 
Konrad Adenauer and Development Association initiatives.

 24 January  2014

 

Did you know? 
The EU, with its half a billion inhabitants, accounts for 7% of the world population.

Europe is a world leader in environmental technologies. This global market is forecast to triple by 2030.

European carbon dioxide emissions (8.2 tonnes per capita) are less than half of the emissions per capita of the 
US (19.3 tonnes per capita), Australia (17.7 tonnes per capita) and Canada (16.9 tonnes per capita).

 

EU News 
• Riga and Umea European Capitals of Culture for 2014

• 2014 European Year for Reconciling Work and Family Life

• Commission unveils first EU Anti-Corruption Report

Important dates of February
• February 4 - World Cancer Day

• February13 -World Radio Day

• February 20 - World Day of Social Justice

• February 21 - International Mother Language Day 
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 ▶ r e Su lt S f roM t h e r e Se a rc h on p u Bl ic 
opi n ion a B ou t t h e e u

For the purposes of the Secretariat for European Affairs, three public opinion surveys were 
conducted on the Euro-integration process of the Republic of Macedonia for the period from 
August 2013 to November 2014.The research was conducted by Brima, in the field, in person, 
with a sample of approximately 1,200 respondents.The research for August 2013 and for 
February 2014 was financially supported by the National Democratic Institute – NDI, and the 
last research conducted in November this year was financially supported by the German Society 
for International Cooperation – GIZ.
The answers to the question ‘Do you personally support the membership of RM withinEU and 
NATO?’ clearly show the predominant positive attitude of citizens in relation to the European 
course of the Republic of Macedonia, despite the slight decline, the percentage of undecided 
opinion is exceptionally low, which shows a well-developed perception of the public for the EU-
Agenda.
In the context of the second question ‘Having everything in consideration, would you say that 
the Republic of Macedonia would benefit from membership in the EU?’ the majority of the 
respondents concider that the Republic of Macedonia would benefit from membership in the 
EU.

Q1. Do you personally support membership of rM in the eu and nato?
(Aggregated data: Complete +partial support = I support it, generally+ partially I do not 

support it = I do not support it)

Q2: having everything in consideration, would you say that the republic of Macedonia 
would benefit from the membership of theeu?

81% 78% 74%

17% 19%
24%

2% 3% 3%
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research results on public opinion for the eu for the republic of Macedonia and the eu 
membership candidate countries (Standard eurobarometer)

In accordance with the data published on the official web page of the European Commission, 
onthe part of public opinion research, in the scope of Standard Eurobarometer, whereas the 
European Commission has the capacity of a contracting party, for the question ‘Generally 
speaking, do you think that membership (of your country) in the European community is a 
good, bad or neither good nor a bad thing’, and the question ‘taking everything in consideration, 
would you say that the Republic of Macedonia (your country) would have any benefit from the 
membership in the European Community’, according to the graphic presentations taken from 
the web-page of the EC, it is clear that there is a positive attitude on the part ofMacedonian 
citizens, continuously expressed in the period from October 2007 to November 2012, despite 
showing a decline in support from 76% to 57%.

Generally speaking, do you think that (your country’s) membership in the european 
community (The common Market) is..?
Republic of Macedonia (from Oct. 2007 to Nov. 2012)

Note:This table has been taken from http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/cf/index_en.cfm, by the Secretariat for European Affairs, 
and corrections have been made to the temporary reference and the constitutional name of the Republic of Macedonia is used in 
the whole text.

80 %

64 %

48 %

32 %

16 %

0%
10 / 2007 04 / 2008 10 / 2008 06 / 2009 11 / 2009 11 / 2012

A good thing A bad thing Dont knowNeither good nor bad

taking everything into consideration, would you say that the republic of Macedonia (your 
country) would benefit in any way from membership in the european community (the 
commonMarket)?

Note:This table has been taken from http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/cf/index_en.cfm, by the Secretariat for European Affairs, 
and corrections have been made to the temporary reference and the constitutional name of the Republic of Macedonia is used in 
the whole text.

In relation to the same research and questions, however, this time for the period 2012-2014, 
bearing in mind public opinion with in the candidate countries for membership of the European 
Union, Republic of Macedonia continuously  has shown the highest level of support for EU 
compared to the other candidate countries from the region, presented in the graphs prepared 
by SEA. According to the last research done in autumn, the Republic of Macedonia has again 
shown an increase in the level of support for EU, i.e. 53 % of the citizens believe that the EU 
membership is a good thing, which is for two percentage points a better result compared to the 
former research. Statistically observed, first-ranked at the moment is the Republic of Albania, 
which has recently been granted the candidate country status.
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Generally speaking, do you think that membership of (our country) within the european 
community is a good, bad or neither good nor bad thing?
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taking everything in consideration, would you say that the (our country) would benefit 
frommembership ofthe european community?
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Note: The graphics have been prepared by SEA based on the materials on the EC web site http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/
archives/, available at the moment of creating of this publication. Corrections have been made to the temporary reference and the 
constitutional name of the Republic of Macedonia is used in the whole text.

Note: The graphics have been prepared by SEA based on the materials on the EC web site http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/
archives/, available at the moment of creating of this publication. Corrections have been made to the temporary reference and the 
constitutional name of the Republic of Macedonia is used in the whole text.
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 ▶ M ac e D on ia a n D t h e e u rope a n u n ion – 
c u r r e n t De V e l op M e n t S a n D c ha l l e nG e S

1. What eVentS in your opinion MarKeD the year 2014 for 
MaceDonia, the reGion, anD the european union?

2. What expectationS Do you haVe for MaceDonia, the reGion, anD 
the european union, in the upcoMinG year? 

aivo orav  
Head of the EU Delegation

The year 2014 was a year full of challenges for the EU. Reflections 
from the economic crisis were still present and the tensions in Ukraine 
caused great concern and mobilisation within the EU. Overall, I hope 
that 2015 will bring a new light and progress, and particularly peace. 
As far as this country is concerned, we had our 2014 progress report 
and we hope that all concerned stakeholders consider this document 
as a guideline for the future integration within the EU.
 I hope that our remarks will be reflected in reality, so that the 2015 
progress report will show even greater progress, especially in the areas 
where weaknesses were identified. As Madam Mogherini already 
said, the EU remains your partner, and I hope that together with the authorities we can help 
the country move faster with the necessary reforms that will result in your country becoming a 
member of our EU family.        

ernesto Beleli
Italian Ambassador in Republic of Macedonia  

Important events during 2014 were the presidential elections and the 
early parliamentary elections. The substantially efficient management 
of the electoral process, the opportunity for the candidates to be 
able to campaign freely in elections and the guarantees of freedom 
of association and assembly of voters are important factors on the 
path of democratic consolidation. However, at the same time the 
need to deepen and complete the process in all its components 
emerged, including access to the media, to ensure equal opportunities 
to all political forces. The non-participation of the opposition in 
parliamentary life has indeed influenced the country and the work of the Parliament.
At the same time, however, the continued commitment of Macedonia on the way of adapting to 
the European requirements has enabled the country to stay on the right road for the accession 
and get a positive recommendation by the Commission for the sixth time.
Significant was the confirmation of the priority given by the EU to the process of enlargement 
to the Western Balkans that also enters between the goals of the new Commission which took 
office in Brussels.

The expectations are that a new impetus will be given on the way towards euro-Atlantic 
integration, a full participation in the course of 2015 of all political forces in the parliamentary 
debates open to all the components in order to allow the introduction of the necessary laws 
to boost the economy, reduce unemployment and promote the integration of the various 
components of the country.
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At the level of the Balkan region the expectations are for a continuation of the process of approach 
and integration into Europe, which already has made significant progress. The integration of the 
Western Balkans is a guarantee of stability for the region and for all of  Europe.
I expect the High Level Accession Dialogue to resume in 2015 in order to give a new impetus 
to the process of approach to Europe and I hope that during the year, as a result of positive 
developments, the accession negotiations with the EU on some chapters may finally be opened. 
Macedonia has shown, with the progress made in recent years, and in particular regarding the 
legislative framework, to sufficiently meet the Copenhagen Criteria.

alberts Sarkanis
Ambassador of Latvia responsible for Macedonia  

The year of 2014 raised a lot of questions and challenged our values, economic development and 
cooperation. However, this year showed us that we, Europeans, even if being so different, are one 
family and we can have a common voice to reach the outside world. In 
2013 Croatia joined the European Union and we could feel that this 
brought us closer to “our dream come true” – to see all the Western 
Balkan nations as part of the European Union. An essential ingredient 
is  regional cooperation and cooperation with the neighbouring 
countries. There were some relevant steps undertaken in 2014 and we 
hope that these steps will bring us closer. Even difficult solutions are 
resolvable if people yearn for them.
Next year for all of us Europeans will be a very active one. The year 
2014 taught us that we cannot rest and take democracy and prosperity 
for granted. It means we will need to make many courageous decisions and create new reforms 
if we want to protect our European values, keep stability and reach prosperity for all of us. Those 
decisions that will be made in 2015 will be very important for our common future and we will 
need a lot of brave and wise Europeans everywhere in Europe in 2015. Macedonia is already 
present in the European processes and having national consensus for further development the 
country will reach its goals.
 

 ▶ p u Bl ic f iG u r e S –  M ac e D on ia i n t h e 
e u rope a n u n ion ,  S o c l o Se ,  a n D y et,  S o 

fa r
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reSponSe to the QueStion ‘MaceDonia in the european union – hoW 
cloSe are We, anD hoW far aWay?’

Vlatko ilievski 
Actor, singer
There are no borders in art.
I have to share my satisfaction with the support we have received 
from the state recently , as well as with the construction of 
the new Macedonian National Theatre, the Philharmonics 
building, which is still under construction, as well as the other 
infrastructural buildings that are being built throughout the 
country as support for artists. All of this makes me feel like a 
citizen of a Member-State of the European Union. 

natalija Grubovikj
Model and TV host

Macedonia is already living the European reality. Over the past 
10 years, the Republic of Macedonia has had enough time to feel 
intensively the effects of the reforms that are being implemented 
in the state and so take us closer to European standards,enabling 
citizens to feel them in their everyday lives. 

Bajrush Mjaku
Аctor 

It depends to whom you address the question, to Bajrush 
Mjaku as an actor, as an Albanian or as a citizen of 
Macedonia. 
- As an actor I feel equal with the others since I have 
represented the Albanian culture throughout Europe 
and farther with dignity;
- As an Albanian who lives and works in the Republic of 
Macedonia I hope that one day we will become part of 
the EU, but I cannot see the light in the darkness on the 
faces bearing a skeptical countenance. They are the ones 
who should have transformed the darkness into light a long time ago; 
- As a citizen of the Republic of Macedonia, I have no hope that one day the Macedonian policy 
makers would get in line with reality and meet the EU requirements . They claim to be interested 
in becoming a part of the EU, but their actions contradict their words! 

arif Ziberi – elita 5
Singer 

Macedonia, in geographical terms, is a part of Europe, and all we 
have to do is manage to accept and implement European values 
such as tolerance, equality, understanding, economic development 
and so on – values that are just as important as the reforms that 
the Government is implementing in order to the bring the country 
closer to the European Union. I am under the impression that they 
are working in this direction, but what is needed is greater dedication 
and greater intensity in the implementation of the integration. I, 
as someone from the performing arts, would like to add that even 
though we tend to say that art has no borders, the implementation of 
European values would bring a new spirit both in the field of music 
and in all other fields of life.

irena Spirovska
TV host

Macedonia is putting forward preparations on its way to the Union, 
at the same time overcoming different challenges of a socioeconomic 
and political character.
However, in the field of culture and arts, Macedonia was woven into 
the cultural milieu of general European culture a long time ago, and 
there it nurtures and expresses itself through the European Union.On 
the contrary –it represents an integral part of the European cultural 
space. This indisputable fact is evident in everyday life. Namely, the 
Macedonian public is living the European reality through the translated 
works of literary authors from the various European languages, the 
different guest performances in musical and visual arts and, of course, 
sports events. At the same time, it is especially important to note that 
this cultural communication is taking place in the opposite direction as well – from Macedonia 
to Europe.

Veli Mumin
Athlete 

The true road to the European Union lies in people’s mentality. 
By accepting modern views and demolishing stereotypes, as 
well by themodern political means that this Government is 
following, we are one step closer to the European Union.  




