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These slides accompany the explanation of the acquis to Albania and North Macedonia and can only be used for that purpose. 
Their content is subject to further development of the acquis and interpretation by the Court of Justice of the European Union



Eurostat

Education and training statistics 

Three main data collections:

• Education statistics (UOE)

• Adult Education Survey (AES)

• Continuing Vocational Training Survey 
(CVTS)
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Eurostat

Education statistics 

• Policy context:
• European Policy Cooperation (ET2020 framework)

Forum allowing Member States to exchange best practices and 
learn from each other

• EU policy in the field of vocational education and training 
(VET)

• Objective: to provide data on education and 
training systems, specifically on participation 
and completion of education programmes and 
the cost and type of ressources dedicated to 
education and training

• Main users: DG EMPL, DG EAC, JRC, Eurydice, 
Cedefop
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https://ec.europa.eu/education/policies/european-policy-cooperation/et2020-framework_en
https://ec.europa.eu/education/policies/eu-policy-in-the-field-of-vocational-education-and-training-vet_en


Eurostat

Education – Legal Framework

• Framework regulation

• Regulation (EC) No 452/2008 of 23 April 2008 
concerning the production and development of 
statistics on education and lifelong learning

• Implementation details for Education 

• Commision Regulation (EU) No 912/2013 on 
education and training systems
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Eurostat

Education – general information (1)

• Annual data collection, carried out jointly with 
OECD and UIS (UOE data collection)

• Coverage: all domestic educational activities
regardless of ownership of, or sponsorship by, the 
institutions concerned and the education delivery 
mechanism; all types of students and age 
groups

• Source: mainly administrative sources, 
combination of different sources such as sample 
surveys and other sources allowed by the 
Implementing Regulation

• International Standard Classification of Education 
(ISCED 2011)
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Eurostat

Education – general information (2)

• Formal education, programmes with at least 6 
month duration: 

• Students enrolled, including characteristics of the 
students,

• New entrants

• Graduates

• Education expenditure

• Education personnel

• Foreign languages learnt

• Metadata: information on specificities of national 
education systems and their correspondance with 
international classifications, Quality report and 
ISCED mapping. 6



Eurostat

Education – Subjects and characteristics

• Students, entrants, graduates by age, sex, type of insitution (public, 
private), intensity (part-time, full-time, FTE), education level, 
programme orientation, programme completion, field of education

• Students by NUTS2 level

• Internationally mobile students and graduates by country of origin 
and type of mobility

• Students by modern foreign language learnt and number of languages
studied

• Education personnel: 

• Classroom teachers and academic staff by education level, sex and age
group; by type of institution and employment status

• Number of students enrolled adjusted to education personnel

• School-level managament (optional transmission)
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Eurostat

Education – Subjects and characteristics

Education expenditure by education level and:

• By source of funds: public/private (households, etc.)/international; 

• By type of transaction: 

• Direct expenditure to Educational Institutions (by type of EI); 

• Inter-governmental transfers; 

• Public transfers to non educ. private sector e.g. scholarship and grants, 
etc.; 

• Private financial aid to students, etc.

Expenditure in educational institutions by education level and:

• By nature: current expenditure (for salaries, for pensions, for other than 
staff compensation, etc.)/capital expenditure;

• By type of Educational Institutions.

Number of students enrolled adjusted to education expenditure 8



Eurostat

Education – Data transmission

• Reference period and deadlines for data transmission:

• Enrolments, entrants and personnel: 
school/academic year (year t/t+1) to be transmitted by 
30 September in year t+2 (2018 data to be sent in 
2019)

• Graduates: school/academic year (year t/t+1) to be 
transmitted by 30 November in year t+2

• Expenditure: financial year of the Member State as 
defined nationally (year t) to be transmitted by 30 
November in year t+2 (2017 to be sent in 2019)

• Data to be sent to Eurostat in eDAMIS tool, metadata 
through metadata handler 9



Eurostat

Education statistics

• Methodology

• Set in the Commission Regulation 912/2013

• Details in UOE manual

• Further information: 
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/education-and-
training/methodology

• Compliance monitoring

• Against criteria set in the legislation
Deadlines for data and metadata transmission

Quality 

Completeness
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https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/education-and-training/methodology


Eurostat

Adult education survey (AES) and 
continuing vocational training 

survey (CVTS)
• Policy context:

• European Policy Cooperation (ET2020 framework)

Forum allowing Member States to exchange best practices and 
learn from each other

• EU policy in the field of adult learning

• EU policy in the field of vocational education and training 
(VET)

• Objective: “lifelong learning”
• AES: information on adult participation in learning

• CVTS: enterprises’ investment in continuing vocational training

Main users: DG EMPL, DG EAC, Cedefop 
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https://ec.europa.eu/education/policies/european-policy-cooperation/et2020-framework_en
https://ec.europa.eu/education/policies/eu-policy-in-the-field-of-adult-learning_en
https://ec.europa.eu/education/policies/eu-policy-in-the-field-of-vocational-education-and-training-vet_en


Eurostat

AES – general information (1)

• Adults’ participation in education and training

• Information on:
• Participation in

- Formal education

- Non-formal education and training

- Informal learning

• Access to information on learning possibilities

• Time spent on education and training

• Characteristics of the learning activities

• Reasons for not participating and obstacles to participation

• Employer financing and costs of learning

• Self-reported language skills
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Eurostat

AES – general information (2)

• Coverage: resident population aged 25-64

• Reference period: 12 months prior to the interview

• Periodicity: every 5 years (current legislation)

• Data and metadata transmission: 
- Microdata: 6 months after the national data collection period

- Quality report: 3 months after the microdata

• AES under EU legislation
- 2016 AES: fieldwork between July 2016 and March 2017

- 2011 AES: fieldwork between July 2011 and June 2012

• Pilot AES
- 2007 AES: data collection between 2005 and 2008
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Eurostat

AES - Legal Framework (1)

• Framework regulation

• Regulation (EC) No 452/2008 of 23 April 2008 
concerning the production and development of 
statistics on education and lifelong learning

• Implementation details for 2016 AES

• Commission Regulation (EU) No 1175/2014 of 30 
October 2014 as regards statistics on the 
participation of adults in lifelong learning
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Eurostat

AES - Legal Framework (2)

• Next AES under current legislation: 2021

• Implementing act to be developed

• Some changes to the list of variables covered

• But: revision of the legislation planned

• Integrated Social Statistics Framework Regulation 
(IESS FR)

• Changes to AES if IESS adopted

- Every 6 years → next AES 2022

- Target population 18-69

- Changes to the list of variables covered
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Eurostat

AES Methodology and compliance

• Methodology

• Set in the AES Regulation

• Details in AES manual

• Further information: https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-

explained/index.php?title=Adult_Education_Survey_(AES)_methodology

• Compliance monitoring

• Against criteria set in the legislation
Deadlines for data and metadata transmission

Precision requirements

Random selection of the two non-formal activities

Etc.
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https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Adult_Education_Survey_(AES)_methodology


Eurostat

CVTS – general information (1)

• Continuing vocational training = education or 
training activities financed (at least partly) by the 
enterprise for their staff

• Information on:
• Provision of CVT courses and other forms of CVT

• CVT strategies

• Participants in CVT courses

• Costs of CVT courses

• Time spent in CVT courses

• Characteristics of CVT courses

• Assessment of CVT activities

• Information on initial vocational training (IVT) 17



Eurostat

CVTS – general information (2)

• Coverage: enterprises with 10+ persons 
employed in NACE Rev. 2 sections B-N and R+S

• Reference period: calendar year

• Periodicity: every 5 years

• Data and metadata transmission: 
- Microdata: 18 months after the end of the reference year

- Quality report: 21 months after the end of the reference year

• CVTS under EU legislation
- 2005, 2010, 2015

• Gentlemen’s agreement
- 1993, 1999 18



Eurostat

CVTS - Legal Framework (1)

• Framework regulation

• Regulation (EC) No 1552/2005 of 7 September 
2005 on statistics relating to vocational training in 
enterprises

• Implementation details for 2015 CVTS

• Commission Regulation (EU) No 1153/2014 of 29 
October 2014 as regards the data to be collected, 
and the sampling, precision and quality 
requirements, amending Commission Regulation 
(EC) No 198/2006 of 3 February 2006

• Next CVTS: reference year 2020

• No changes planned to the current legislation
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Eurostat

CVTS Methodology and compliance

• Methodology

• Set in the CVTS Regulation

• Details in CVTS manual

• Further information: https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-

explained/index.php/Continuing_Vocational_Training_Survey_(CVTS)_
methodology

• Compliance monitoring

• Against criteria set in the legislation
Deadlines for data and metadata transmission

Sampling requirements, sampling frame

Etc.
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https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Continuing_Vocational_Training_Survey_(CVTS)_methodology

