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Legal framework of ITGS  1/2 

Extra-EU trade in goods statistics (EXTRASTAT)

Basic Regulation:

• Regulation (EC) No 471/2009 of the European Parliament 
and of the Council

Implementing provisions:

• Commission Regulation (EU) No 113/2010

• Commission Regulation (EU) No 92/2010

• Commission Regulation (EU) No 1106/2012 
(Geonomenclature)

Related provisions:

• Council Regulation (EEC) No 2658/87 

(Combined Nomenclature)
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Legal framework of ITGS  2/2 

Intra-EU trade in goods statistics (INTRASTAT)

Basic Regulation:

• Regulation (EC) No 638/2004 of the European Parliament 

and of the Council 

Implementing provisions:

• Commission Regulation (EC) No 1982/2004

Related provisions:

• Council Regulation (EEC) No 2658/87 

(Combined Nomenclature)
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Legal and methodological changes 
under discussion

• FRIBS (Framework Regulation Integrating 
Business Statistics)

regroups all business statistics under a common legal     

framework 

• Modernisation of Intrastat 
reduces the burden on businesses by micro-data exchange 
by NSIs
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Member States’ obligation of 
ITGS data transmission 1/8

• Intra-EU trade in goods statistics (INTRASTAT)
Monthly data transmission T + 70 days

• Extra-EU trade in goods statistics (EXTRASTAT)
Monthly data transmission T + 40 days

• Trade by enterprise characteristics (TEC)
Annual data transmission T + 18 months

• Trade by invoicing currency (TIC)
Every two years transmission (annually on voluntary basis) T + 3 months

• Aggregated data (INTRASTAT)
Monthly data transmission T + 40 days

• Quality reporting for Compliance assessment 
Collection of annual quality and metadata reports 
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Member States’ obligation of 
ITGS data transmission 2/8

Intrastat - main differences compared 
to Extrastat    

• Direct collection of information from companies
(REG_638/2004_A.7-1-3)

• Close collaboration with the tax administration 
(REG_638/2004_A.2&3)

(Intrastat register, definition of thresholds)

• Threshold system (REG_638/2004_A.10-3)

(Because of the exemption threshold only 11 % of EU traders have to report

in Intrastat system)

• The format of intra-EU file is specified in the 
Doc MET 400
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Member States’ obligation of ITGS 
data transmission

Check points – Intrastat System Implementation

• How do your countries intend to implement Intrastat 
from the legislative point of view ? 

• How do your countries envisage to build their Intrastat 
registers ? 

• Institutional building: Do your countries already have a 
plan of the share of responsibilities (between NSI –
Customs – Tax) for Intrastat? 

• Have the tax administrations already been informed of 
the statistical requirements relating to intra-EU trade 
statistics? 

• Would your countries consider themselves ready to 
take up the Intrastat challenge from Information 
Technology and Human Resources point of view? 
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Compilation of Extra-EU trade data (Detailed 
Data)

• Scope of Detailed Data (REG_471/2009_A. 3)

• Standard data sources – Customs records 
(REG_471/2009_A. 4 and 7)

• Data sources for Specific Goods or Movements

 Vessels and aircraft (REG_113/2010_A.19) and 

 Goods delivered to vessels and aircraft (REG_113/2010_A.20-2) 

and 

 Gas and Electricity (REG_113/2010_A.24)

• Application of EU Combined Nomenclature 
(REG 2658/87) 
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Member States’ obligation of 
ITGS data transmission 5/8

Compilation of Extra-EU trade data (Detailed Data)

• Application of Geonomenclature (REG_1106/2012)

• Data transmission (REG_471/2009_A.8)

NSAs are required to transmit the first detailed EXTRA-EU trade 

statistics results to Eurostat no later than 40 calendar days after the 

end of the reference month for extra-EU trade.

• The extra-EU data format is specified in Doc MET 400

• Your countries transmit their data in due time in 

recent years (Doc Coop 400 data format)
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Member States’ obligation of 
ITGS data transmission 6/8

Trade by enterprise characteristics (TEC) 
(REG_471/2009_A.6-2 & REG_638/2004_A.12-4) (extra and intra EU trade)

Combining ITGS with business statistics provides a closer view of traders 
and their characteristics such as size, sector of economic activity or level 
of concentration.

TEC data provides answers to questions such as:

• What kind of businesses are behind the trade flows of goods?

• What is the contribution of a particular activity sector to trade?

• What is the share of small and medium-sized enterprises to total 
trade?

• What is the share of enterprises that trade with a certain partner 
country?

Q: When will your countries implement regular TEC compilation?
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Member States’ obligation of 
ITGS data transmission 7/8

Trade by invoicing currency (TIC)
(REG_471/2009_A.6-3 & REG_113/2010_A.16) (extra-EU trade)

The invoicing currency (D.E. 4/10, SAD-box 22) is mandatory information 
to be collected by Customs for imported goods in all Member States. On 
exports, this data element is optional. 

• on even reference years: 

transmission mandatory

• on odd reference years (=> 2017): 

transmission optional

Your countries transmitted TIC 2017 data in 2018
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Member States’ obligation of 
ITGS data transmission 8/8

Aggregated data (INTRASTAT)
(REG_638/2004_A.12-1)

Aggregated results shall cover 100 % of the trade of the reference period 
and, therefore, might be:

 either entirely or partly estimated from time series;

 or derived from detailed results processed already within the 40 day 
deadline and completed by estimates of missing intra-EU trade.

Quality reporting needed for Eurostat Compliance 
assessment 

 Collection of annual quality and metadata reports

 Template embedding quality indicators and description of national 
methods and practices (e.g. revision policy, confidentiality practices)
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Classifications   1/4

• The Integrated System of Classifications

• Classifications for international trade in 
goods

• EU Geonomenclature
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Classifications   2/4

The Integrated System of Classifications

ISIC Rev. 4
SITC 

Rev. 4HS 2017

National 

version of

NACE

CPC Ver. 2.1

CNNACE Rev. 2 PRODCOMCPA Rev. 2.1

National 

version of

PRODCOM

National

version of

CPA

ACTIVITIES

BEC

MIG

PRODUCTS

Global 

Level

EU Level

National

Level
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Classifications   3/4

Classifications for international trade 
in goods

Product classification

• HS: Harmonized System (World level ~5400 
HS6 subheadings in HS 2017)

• CN: Combined Nomenclature (EU level ~9400 
CN8 subheadings in CN 2018)

• TARIC: Integrated Tariff of European Union (EU 
level, imports only, ~15 000 subheadings)
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Classifications   4/4

EU Geonomenclature

Nomenclature of countries and territories

Country classification:

• ISO 3166-1: World level standard

• GEONOM: Nomenclature of countries and territories
for the external trade statistics of the Union and 
statistics of trade between Member States: ~250 
codes

Geonomenclature:

• is the EU standard

• is based on ISO 3166-1 Standard, with slight 
differences for the EU reasons
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Thank you for your attention 
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