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These slides accompany the explanation of the acquis to Albania and North Macedonia and can only be used for that purpose. 
Their content is subject to further development of the acquis and interpretation by the Court of Justice of the European Union
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What is EU-SILC

 The EU statistics on income and living conditions, abbreviated as 

EU-SILC, is the reference source for comparative statistics on 

income distribution and social inclusion in the European Union (EU)

 It is a sample survey conducted in 35 countries

 It has a cross sectional and a longitudinal component

 Every year more than 200000 households and 500000 persons are 

interviewed for EU-SILC
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Policy relevance
EU 2020 target indicator

• At least 20 million people should be lifted out of the risk of 
poverty and exclusion

• EU-target based on 3 indicators:

• At risk of poverty rate

• Severe material deprivation rate (4 items out of 9)

• People living in jobless households (work intensity ≤ 20%)

-> People at risk of poverty & social exclusion AROPE

+ needs to monitor living conditions in the EU
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Scope of the SILC Instrument 

 Annual data: cross-sectional and longitudinal (4 year trajectories)

 Information on both households and individuals (micro level)

• Income and tax 

• Material deprivation

• Housing conditions

• Employment, Childcare

• Health, Education

 Output harmonization

• Definition of target concepts/variables to be measured

• Standardized output (format and content)

• Common guidelines monitored by Eurostat
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Scope of the SILC Instrument 

 Cross-sectional component:

pertaining to a given time or a certain time period

 Transmission: 12 months after end of data collection 

 Longitudinal component:

pertaining to individual-level changes over time, observed 

periodically over a certain period of time

(4 year time period for most countries)

 Transmission: 18 months after end of data collection
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Organization of EU-SILC

 Regulations (European Law):

• Clear specifications of deliverables 

• Obligation of Member States to deliver data 

• Methodology to be followed  " Guidelines Doc65 "

 Implementation:

• Surveys designed & carried out nationally

• Microdata validated first nationally then by Eurostat

• Indicators (aggregated data) computed and disseminated

• National and EU quality reports
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Current legal architecture of SILC

 Framework regulation - amended twice (2004 and 2007 enlargement)

 Implementing regulations (further specifications):

• Definitions amended by Derogation on gross income data. List the main 
basic definitions (household member, income) to be used in EU-SILC.

• Fieldwork and imputation procedures

• Sampling and tracing rules

• List of permanent variables 

• Quality reports

• New material deprivation items from 2016 onwards.

• Ad –hoc modules

Annexes to the particular regulations
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Dissemination of Micro-data

 Scientific use files (SUFs) released twice a year:

Fieldworks year N

1) X-sectional User DataBase in March year N+2

2) Longitudinal User DataBase in August year N+2

 Channels for dissemination:

• Researchers, EU regulation 557/2013 (scientific purposes) 

DVD sent by post

• NSIs under the bilateral agreement (statistical purposes)

eDAMIS transmission
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EU-SILC revision

 In the framework of the modernization of social statistics, EU-SILC is 
undergoing a revision process to make the instrument more in line 
with users' need

 Revision concerns:

 Content

 Timeliness

 Methodology
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For the implementation and details of its elements, 
IESS plans delegated and implementing acts, either 
horizontal (for all surveys) or domain/survey specific

For each domain LFS, 
SILC, HBS, EHIS, AES & 
ICT but with the same 
structure:
Delegated acts (art. 5a 
of IESS) on number & 
names variables
Implementing acts (art 
6, 7 and 12 of IESS)

Horizontal acts
 Delegated: 
- Multiannual Planning

over 8 years (art 4)
- Topics (changes, art 3)
 Implementing:
- Standardised definitions

& variables ("all domains") 
(art 6)+ Quality reports 
(general) (art 12)

IESS
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SILC Implementing Regulation

Subjects (detailed) – art 6:
- Definitions and characteristics 

(units, scope, sample, 
collection)

- Characteristics of variables 
(Nucleus + rolling, new policy 
needs modules separately) 

- Tracing rules (longitudinal)
- Imputations, substitutions
+ Data transmission – art 7
+ Quality reports details - art 12

Aims:
- Simplifying and 

cleaning/integrating 
(none since 2003)

- Reinforcing quality 
and comparability

- Priority (IESS): 
timeliness, 
precision), rolling 
modules and 
longitudinal (optional

More details: in guidelines (not regulated)

SILC
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Annually Year 3 year rolling module 6 year rolling module 

Income 

Material 

deprivation 

Economic activity 

Demography 

Education 

Child care 

Housing costs 

Health 

Quality of life 

Miscellaneous 

Technical variables 

1 2021 Children New policy needs 1 

2 2022 Health Quality of life 

3 2023 Labour & housing conditions Intergenerational transmission 

of disadvantages & Housing 

difficulties / New policy needs 2 

4 2024 Children Access to services 

5 2025 Health New policy needs 3 

6 2026 Labour & housing conditions Over-indebtedness, 

consumption and wealth 

 

Modularisation


