
Structural business statistics (SBS)
- acquis communautaire

These slides accompany the explanation of the acquis to Albania and North Macedonia and can only be used for that purpose. 
Their content is subject to further development of the acquis and interpretation by the Court of Justice of the European Union



Structural Business Statistics

• 1. What are SBS?

• 2. Acquis 



1. What are SBS?

• Describe the economy through the observation of 
the enterprises/businesses 

• Limited to the business economy (Sections B to N 
and Division S95 of NACE Rev.2)

• Annual; 

• yearly – multi-yearly frequency;

• absolute figures, no indices 



1. What are SBS?

• Monetary data in current prices

• Activity based statistics not product statistics

• Regulation deadlines: 

• Definitive data: t+18 months

• Preliminary data: t+10 months



2. Acquis communautaire

• Why is SBS Regulation needed?

• Current legal basis: SBS recast and its
implementing Regulations



2. Acquis communautaire

• Goal: comparable, high quality statistics on 
Member States and EU statistics

• Harmonisation of definitions:

Output harmonisation not input 
harmonisation

• Quality standard

• Use of NACE nomenclature

• Transmission of confidential data

• Deadlines for transmission



b) Current legal basis: 
SBS Recast - Reg. (EC) No 295/2008

• Why?

• Already many amendments + further 
amendments were planned: for clarity 
reasons the « recast » option was 
preferred

• To respond to need for statistical data on:

Services: more complete coverage

Entrepreneurship: business demography



b) Current legal basis:                   
SBS Recast - Reg. (EC) No 295/2008

• Adopted in March 2008

• Changes concerned:

• NACE 4-digit for services

• Business services: data broken down by 
product type and by residence of clients

• Business demography

• Flexible module

• Contribution to EU total only (CETO) flags



b) Current legal basis:                   
SBS Recast - Reg. (EC) No 295/2008

• 4 implementing Regulations:

1. Regulation including definitions, technical
format, double reporting requirements NACE 
Rev.1.1-NACE Rev.2, derogations

2. Regulation including series of data to be
transmitted, adaptations following CPA revision

3. Regulation flexible module: access to finance

4. Regulation on quality



Information sources:

- Eurostat website, SBS dedicated webpage:
Legislation: full list of regulations + Data: 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/structural-
business-statistics/overview

- Statistics explained:
Publications:

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-
explained/index.php?title=Special%3ASearch&searc
h=SBS

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/structural-business-statistics/overview
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Special:Search&search=SBS


Information sources:

• CIRCABC:
Common guidelines, working tools:

https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/309fd23f-987a-
4b8b-afd3-ab48c40a8794/library/8f837cce-9cea-
48c7-a06f-9b38f56dcd39

https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/309fd23f-987a-4b8b-afd3-ab48c40a8794/library/8f837cce-9cea-48c7-a06f-9b38f56dcd39

